. a 
JANUARY 70 JUNE 1878. 








THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE 


PROM ’ 


JANUARY TO JUNE 1878. 














Paox. 


Artacura Esrarss—Resolution on the Board's 
report on the administration report of wards 
and—for the year 1876-77 i 


Canat— 
‘Statement showing the tot] amount of traffic 
‘and tolla.on the Kendraparah—for Novem- 
ber 1877, 129; December, 189; January 
1878, 430; February, 469; March, oe 
April sis Fa esis 
Statoment showing the amount of traffic and” 
tolls on the High Level—for the mgnth of 
November 1877, 130 ; December, 190% Janu- 
ary 1878, 431 ; February, 470; Maroly 632 ; 
Aprit 1 
Statement showing the amount of traffic and 
tolls on the Taldunda—for the month of 
November 1877, 131 ; December, 191 ; Janne 
ary 187b) 432; Fobruary, 471; March, 533 
‘April ite 
Statement showing the amount of trafic: and 
tplls on the DMidnaporo—for the mouth of 
November 1877, 132 ; December, 192 ; Janu- 
‘ary 1878, 483; February, 472 ; March, 534 
April x . 
* Statement owing the aiiount of traffic an 
tolla on the Hidgilee Tidal—for the month 
of November 1877, 183; December, 193 ; 
January 1876, 434 ; Pebrunry, 473 jgMarch, 
535 ; April = $99 


820 








596, 


597. 





58 





Statement showing the amount of traffic and | 


tolls on the Arrah—for the month of Nover- 
bor 1877, 133 ; Decomber, 193 ; January 1878, 
435 ; February, 474 ; March, $86; April 
Statement showing the amount of traffic and 
+ tolls on the Western Main—for the month 
+” of November 1877, 184; December, 194 ; 
January 1878, 436} February, 474 ; March, 
537; April: | 
Statement showing the amount of traffic and 
tolls. the Patsia—for the month of Novem- 
ber 1877, 185; December, 195; January * 























1878, 436; February, 475; March, 537; 
April 601 
Cuanrrasie Disrensanies—Report on the adminis- 
tration of—in Bengal during the yeur 1876 219 
Orit, Examgenno Derakraxt—Prackical tran- 
ing tite students of the—of the Presidency 
College 144 


Resolution on the adminis 
of the—for the yer 1876-77 53 


Customs DePantin 
«tration n 














Daxkoomne Draryace Worxs 403 
YWsrnict, Roan, Foxn, 1877 409 
Dnapiace—Improvement of towns and village 

“in Bengal. * ww, 498] 


Gawons, Buagintrnss, agp Bramcaroorea—State- 
ment showing heights over moan sea level 
and low waters on rivers—for the month of 

‘ November 1877, 186 ; December, 187 ; Janus 


ty 196; February, 339; March,” ” 
1 Apel ot May we GAL 
















Ingiuarios-;Operations of Lower Bengal during 
the month of Ootober 1877, 89 ; November, 
113; December, 516; January 1878, 517; 
February, 639 ;' March ae 


Jai Drranrast—Resolution on the report on 
the administration of the—in Bengal for 


the year 1877 
Jomr-Stock Comvanies—Return of—for the year 

1877 . Re 
Daneuatrry— 


Of Mahant Narayan Dass 
Baboo Nuffer Chunder Pal Chowdry 


Many Carrenren ScyoLansitp—Given by the Na- 
tional Indian Awsociation of London gv. 
Mupica, ‘Insrirvrions. ov Caicurta—Appoint 
ment of a committee to ‘report on the 
management of the—aid the suburbs, and 
on medical expenditivre ganerally in Bongal 
Mecxa—Notes’ on the navigation of the river— 
descriptive of the. passage between Chitta- 
gong and Dacca, based upon aenrsory surve} 
of the channel during the month of Mare 
, be af 
METEOROLOGICAL — 
Abstract of the results of the--observations 
taken at the Alipore Observatory inte month 
of Deceniber 1877, 88 ; January 1878, 188; 
February, 23; March, 429; “April, ' 515; 
May a 
Abstract. of observations as received in the 
Caleutta, during the month of Novem- 
ber 1877, 110; December, 184; January 
1878, 810; February, 426 ; March a 
Mean pressures und terperatures of the pre- 
ceding table reduced to aea level, with ane- 
tmomctric results and cloud observations, 
(111, 185, 311, 427, 561, 
Results of the—observations taken at the 
Alipore Observatory from thé 28rd to 
December 187%, 10; 40th December 
to Sth January 1878, 60 ; Gth to 12th 
January, 87; 13th ‘to 19th January 112; 
20th to’ 26th January, 128; 27th January 
to 2nd February, 162; 3rd to 9th Feb- 
ruary, 187; 10th'to 16th February, 236 ; 
© 17th to 23rd February, 264; 24th February 
to 2ud March, 202; Br@ to 9th March, 312; 
10th to 16th March, 838 ; 17th to 23rd March 
868 ; 24th to 30th March, 894 ; 31st March to 
Gth April, 428; 7th to 180b April, 44g’; Lath 
to 20th April, 468; 21st to 27th April, 487; 
28th April to 4th May, 514 ; Sth to 11th May, 
530; 12th to 18th May, 562 ; 1th to 25th 
pang is } 26th May to- Ist June, 594 ; ud 
to 8th June, 622; 9th to 15th June, 640 
26th ta 2nd June 4, : 


















































215 


495 











the Shpplement 


Pk 


\ FS a a F 
‘4+ JANUARY TO JUNE 1878, 


4 








hie to the Supplement - 


THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE 


FROM 


JANUARY TO JUNE 1878. 


























Pact. 


Artacnen Exrarres—Resolution on tho Board’s 
report on the administration report of wards 
and—for the year 1876-77 

Canat— 

Statement showing the total amount of traffic 
aud tolls on the Kendraparal—for Novem- 








ber 1877, 129; December, 189; January 
ae 430; February, 469'; Murch, 53h; ° 
Ayi 


« Siateruentshowing tho’ amouni-ef traifie gee 

tolls on the High Level—for the mgnth of 
Novomber 1877, 130 ; December, 10% 

ary 187 


danu- 
431 ; February, 470; Maroly 682 ; 


1g the amount of traffic and 
‘aldunda—for the month of 
November 1877, 131 ; December, 191 ; Janu: 
i378 432; February, 471; March, 633 
Statnment showing the amount of trafic: end 
tolls on the Midnapor—for the month of 
November 1877, 132 ; December, 109 ; Janu- 
ary 1878, 433; February, 472 ; March, 534 ; 
©. April 
Statement owing the ainount of traffic and 
tolls on the Hidgilee Tidal—for the month 
of November 1677, 183; December, 193 ; 
January 1878, 434; February, 473 jgMarch, 
535 ; April 
Statement showing tho amount of traffic and 
tolla on the Arrah—for the month of Novean- 
bor 1877, 138; December, 198 ; January 1878, 
\ 435 ; February, 474 ; March, 586 ; April 
| ‘Statement showing the amount of traffic and 
tolls on the Western Main—for the month: 
of November 1877, 184; December, 194 ; 
January 1878, 435 | February, 474; March, 
537; April 
Statement showing the amount. of traffic and 
tollson the Patna—for the month of Novem- 
ber 1877, 185; December, 19; January 
138, tab February, 475; March, 587; 
April 
Buanrrabie Dusressanins—Report on the adminis: 
tration of—in Bengal during the year 1476 
vn, Exomgecuro, Dueairas—Pracialtrin- 
ing te tthe students of the—of the Presidency 


















































Customs Dee rwext—Resolution on the admini 
tration of the—for the year 1876-77 
Dankoowne Duatxacz Wonks 
Wistnict Roa Fexv, 1877 
Daarxaot—Improvement of towns and villages 
in Bengal 
Ganans, Braamn agp Baamncarvore—State- 
ment showing heights over mean sea level 
and low waters on rivers—for the month of 
November 187, 196 ; Decamber 187 «Janu: 
oa 18 ‘February, 389; March, * 
Apri tts May 








596 





598 


601. 
219 


144 


53 
403 
409 


493 |> 


641 





Inet 


JAIL Derarrugs 


don 





Pron. 


joxTIoN=rOperations of Lower Bongal during 
the month of October 1877, 49; Novomber, 
113; December, 516 ; January’ 1878, 517; 
February, 639 ;’ March a 














Resolution on the report on 
the adiminatration of the—in Bengal for 
the year 1877 s 
r-Sroex Compantes—Return of—for the year 
1877 a 2) 


Li neraurry— 


Many Canrenrer Scyotausitir—Given by 


Of Mahant Narayan Dasa 
Baboo Nuffer Chunder Pal Chowdry 


tional Indian Amwociation of L 
‘”A—A point 
“of & committee to ‘report on the 





on medical expenditire goncrally in Bengal 


Medxa—Notes’ on the navigation of the river— 


of the passage between Chitta- 
mased upon R CUFROFY KUEVE; 
ng the month of March 





186 
Mernono1oateat— 


Abstract of the results of tie—observations 
taken at the Alipore Observatory in the month 


1878, i8! 
515; 





of December 1877, 88 ; Januaty 
February, 203; March, 429; “April, 


ived in the— 
month of Novem- 
mB Sanuary 






1878, 810 ; February, 424 
reasures und terpperatures of the pre- 
ig table reduced to sea lovel, with ane. 
mometric results and cloud observations, 
(111, 185, 311, 427, 561, 

Results of the—observations taken at the 
‘Alipore Observatory from thé 23rd to 
29h December 1 10; 30th December 
1877 to 5th January 187, 50; 6th to 12th 
January, 87; 13th to 19th January 112; 
20th to’ 26th January, 128; 27th January 
to 2nd February, 162; ard to 9th Feb- 
rua 187; 10th to 6th February, 236 ; 
Vitli to Wed February, Bk; Vth Fi y 
to 2nd March, 202; 3rd to 9th Mar 
1th to 16th Mareh,’838 ; 17th to 23r 
868 ; 2th to 30th March, 394 ; 31st March to 
6th April, 428; 7th to 13th A April 44g: 1h 
to 20th April, 468; 2st to 27th April, 487; 
28th April’ 4th May, 614 ; Sth to Lith May, 
580; 12th to 18th May, 662; 19th to 25th 
May 574 ; 26th May to" iat June, 594 ; 2ud 
Sune, 622; 9th to 15th Vane,” 640 ; 

16th ta 22nd June, Fs 

































215 





oy 























: ay eee 
4 - Mi . $ 
it : INDEX FROM JANUARY TO JUNE 1878. | 
=F ——= === - 
- 4 i. . Paor. > Paor. 


MergonopoaicaL Teueonarn—Report for the period 
from 23rd to 29th December 1877, 9; 30th 








December 187 to Sth January 1878, 49 
6th f 12th January, 855 th to 1B 
, 109; 20th to Mh JInudry, ny 


th January to 2nd February, 161 ; ard 
to 9th February, 186% 10th to 16th February, 
285; 17th to 2rd Pebrunry, 253; 2Mih 
Febfuary to 2nd March, 2913 3rd to 9th 
‘March, 309; 10th to 16h March, 897 ; 17th 
to 287d March, 967; 24th to SOdh March, 
303 ; 81st, Morel, to ‘6th April, 425 ;_ 7th to 
‘Wath April 446 ; 14s tobows Avil, 467 2M 
‘to 27th April, 486 ; Se pn ‘co 4th May, 
518; Sth to 11th May, 629; 12th Yo 18th 
May, d9 ; 1th fo 25th May, 873 ; 26th Ma 
to Int June, 593 ; 2nd to 8th June, 621 ; 91 
to 15th June, 689 ; 16th to 22nd June 








Nanayay Dass—Liberalits 
 Nurrzx Ciuxper Pat 
Baboo— 


of Mahant— 
wowbuy—Liberality 


Pouick ApiisrnaTion Revont—Resolution on 


‘the—for the Town of Calcfitta and ite Su- 


burbs for the year 1877 Sad 
Punspxcy Coxs.na—Practionl training to tho sta. 


dents Of the Civil Enginvering tit 
of the oe 
‘Priors-Chitnnt— Rétailof food ‘firewood, 


‘end salt, in the districts of Bengal For the 
fortnight ending 81st December 1877, 40; 
Teh Jusinhry, 1878, 100 ; Stat Junimry, 162; 
Toth Pebrwiiry, 226, 244 ;'28th Februmry, 282, 
800 ; 15th March, 328, 358 ; 3st March, B84, 
416; 1th April,’ 458 ; 80th April, 504; bth 
May, 560 ; Sist May, 684, 612; 15th Jump, 
63 

‘Prices-Curnext—W uoLesate—Of food-grains, fire. 

rood, and walt in certain, marta of 

Et 





Be 
+ Frthe fortnight enting. Siet, Dovonibér 
1872, 44 ; L0ch Denney 1878, 104 ; Sst Jan 

, 2830, 248 5 28th 


, 166; 16th Febru 
‘Bob, $04; “15th Murch, $32,'862 ; 
Bist, a 420 ; 15th ‘April, 462 ; 40th 
x pret My 654 tet ‘May, be, 
the’Couneil df ‘the Laeutertart. 

making laws and regulations 13, 165, 19%, 

P261, 317, B43, 873, 39 

Poeute Ywarnveriox—Resohution ‘on ‘the ‘general 
Feport oxi—for the yeur 1876-77 A 


‘Rangrave—Weekly return of traffic receipts ou 
—, 11, 51, 91, 115, 141, 163, 197, 238, 
‘gid, 340, 371, 395, ‘438, 448, 478, 


r ote 7 
jor ee ze! jor of Bengal for ‘the: purpose of 





258, 
491, $18, 342) 563, 677, 605, 024,'045 |... 
Raunrate veo ft. of—compiled at the 
Mevébratoud’ Reporter's Office, 6, 46, 83, 

von eb, L224) 4b 49," oto, cae! Bee 
nici (870, 56, 618, 636 
Ramerac. Wratten, AND STATE AND PROSPECTS OF THE 
cnors—Statement showing—in the different 
districts of "Bengal Waring the week tud- 


Pa 





679 
453 
409 


oa 


676 





144 | 


qs * ber 1877, 90 5 
674 





ing 2th December 1877, 1; 5th January 
1878, 37; 12th “January, 80; 19th Jan- 
vary, 97); 26th January, '117 ; 2nd Februe 
agg ; th Pobroary, 178 ; 16th February, 
4, 28rd February, 241 ; 2nd March, 279 ; 
Sth March, 297; bth March, 324; 23rd 
March, 854’; 30th Margh, 380; 6th April, 

412; 19th April, 440 ; 20th April, 454 ; 27th 
April, 480 ; 4th." May, 501 ; ith’ May, 523 ; 
18th May, 546; 25th May, 567; Ist done, 
B80 ; Bu Fume, GOW; 16th Jane, 626; 2nd 

une 

Rixt Law—Propoded amendment of = es 
Rice—Statement showing the stocks of+in an 
around Calntta, "36, 146, 276, 377, 498 

Roap Fuyp—District, 1877 a 











Saur Manwer— 
Report on the state of thefor the second 
quarter of 1877-78 
Report on the state of the—for the thi 
quarter of 1877-78 
‘SANITARY RePont—Observations of the Govern: 
ment of India on the Bengal—for the year 
1876, * 
Sansxerr Couiuae—Open examinations for certifi- 
cates and tithes tee 
SHAGONAL Ramevarl—Statemorlt #howing—for each, 
“eulidivition “of Bengal during: the year 
187 oe 
ScuoLAusHirs—Mary Carpenter—given by the 
‘National Indian Asiociution «of London 








‘Trargio—Statemenit showing the quantitien df the 
+, Bucipal etaples of—ini to ‘Onloditn 
© @iring the month of Noyember 1877; 4; 
Devember, 147: Junuury 1878, 27 ; Febven- 
874; Match aa 
showing ‘the qnantities mad 
cipal wtaples of—cxpérted 
inland from Calcutta’ in the ufonth of 
November 1877, 6 ; December, 148, Jantrary 
1878, 278 ; Februnry, 879; March ws 
Reporte of fluctuations of—on the Baer 
Bengal Raibway fog the month of 

Jecember, 114 ; January 1878, 

+ 287; to bard’ February, 318 ; to BOth ‘Mare! 
490 ; to 27th April, 608 ;'to Bosh May 
Reports of tuetimtions of--on ‘the ‘Base 
Indian Railway from ‘the 25th ‘November 
to Bist December 1877, 138; Ist to 20th 
January 1878, 255; to'23rd Febrodty, "869 ; 
to 30th March, 488; t0 27th April, “75 ; to 
2th May i 
poms of fluctuations of—on the Tirhoot 
State Railway for the month of November 
+ 1877, 163; December, 238; January 1878, 
257; February, 895 ;' March, 491; April, 

604; May ie 
Reports of fiuctuations of—on'the Noith- 
cm Benigal State Railway for Jumary 1878, 
340 ; February, 842; March é 


Warps xp “Artaduap ‘Esrarxs—Resdlution «on 
the Board's Report on the Administration 
Report of—for 1876-77 a 




















667 
565 


570 
+409) 


93 


519 


43 
662 


120 


666 


499 


42 


81 


681 


Beupwax Divs, 




































































. 
+ ) : 
SUPPLEMENT TO 
The Calcutta Gazette. 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2, 1878. 
OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
: . 
Non-Subsoribors to the Gazerte may receive the Suerixment separately on payment of Siz Rupees 
4 per annum if delivered in Calextla, or Twolve Rupees if, rent by Post. 
: Caan a 
* CONTENTS. ° : 
Brarmunny showing Rainfall, Woathor, State eee Pave, 
Vrotpects of the. Greve it tho Gifloront districts ot Waexrx Roport «f Rainfall compited at th Moteorof- 
Kapa frre to gm ang in went, | Fea war nia Sar Mg 
“oiler irene tee oclatie Ferra. [ afteSiiunoeni nats tae Pg 
Teli durtne tho orate November : oats of tho Meteordogical Obmorvations taken ah 
semen shown ch gaia ‘Aljnis Observatory out SIM tosh Doneulbes eM 16 
joulta dria the month a Novem bk 1 Weekly Tatum of Tease Roosipts ou Indian Railways 11 
5 seeuinets > 7 Se —— ae 
P * Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Crops. 
ieee : F 


Btatement showing Rainfall, Weathet, and State and Prospects of the Crops in the different Districts 
of Bengal, as reported to Government during the week ening Khe 29th December 1877 














tainfall 
| Disprict, ond dgte of — |atSudder| Character of the wenther, state and prompects of the crops, and 
* reture |Stationin ‘uate off benlth at date, 
mene. | 








BENGAL, 
Wastorn Districts, 
1 /Burdwan, Des. 29 '7| Nil | Tho amun crap ie nearly harvested. Tho rudhee crops aro doing well Bevor 
is prevalent. Cholera is reported in the Culna sub-division. 
+ 20°, | “Nil | Wonthor—cold and at timos cloudy. ‘Tho stato and prospects of the crops are 
the sume us reported last week 





2 |Bankoor 


. 
8 |Beqghuoom, 294, | Nil | Weathor—seasonabla ‘The harvest of late rice is nearly completed. ‘The 
rubbee crops are doing well. 





“4 |Midoipore® —, 29 | Nil | Wonther—bright andathrr warm for the season, State and prospects of the 
J : crups are fair, 


5 |Hhooghly,, 80, | Nil | Weather—mthor warm for the scnson. ‘The harvesting of Into rica is going on, 
‘ ¢ . Tt is a, good crop. The redéee crops are being weeded, Fe®t is ou the 
Ae incrense, Many cases of cholera buve been reported from thaga Bolighur, 


Howrah, » BL, | Nil |Weather—getting too hot for the season agnin, The rice harvest is progressing. 


eae ‘ho fow crop sown here in the gold weather aro doing well," Heal bs inprov- 
7 me" " 
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Ke District, and dato of | |atSudder| Character of the wenther, state and prospects of the crove, and 
o return, tatiena state of health at date, * 
zt bp = 
u F a ° . 
BENGAL.—( Continued.) ® 
“* Gentrat Districts. ‘ 
: ' 
6 j24-Perguauals, Dec, 29 Nil | Weather—wnrmer than last week. The reaping of the amun crop continues. 
y Fevée and cholera are till prevalent. 
E 7 idea, n Dw |Weather—warmer than asaal in December. The cold-weather crops aro - 
a ing favorably. Cholera is shating in Kooshtes, but fever of a bad type has 

4 fappeared.s Cholera and fever are reported in Bongoug and Meherpore, 
gf ® [snr » 2 i | Weather—more warm than is sensonable. ‘The prospects of the winter erops aro 
i satisfactory, Fever is abating a little. 

- 9 |Moorshedubad, ., 29 | Nil |Weathdt—unusunlly close for the season. ‘There is no change to report, Rain 
is neoded for the rubbee crops. Cholera is still prevalent. Much fever is about, 
110 |Dinngepore, 28» |, Nil | Wenther—mild and dry. ‘The outturn of the baimunti harvest now in progress 

is estimated at 12 annas, 
a1 |Rajshghye, 29 | Nill |Wanthor—wari in tho day 4 ne and cold at night, Heavy 4 The cutting 
‘af the amun rive crop is going on, and the prospects of the rublee crops nre 

“ favorable. . $ 

‘3 12 |Rungpore, By Nil |Weather—dary? but foggy in the morning. The cutting of dham continues. 
Other erops ore progressing wells Mustard is being gathered in some places, 

. Cholera is abating. ; 
| 18 | Bogra, » 29 »| Nil ‘|Werther—dry and cold. The reaping of amun rico still continues. Tho rubber 

F crops nre promising grellgnA little rain would do woll. Fever is atil~prevalont 
in the weet. Clolei® lage entirely disappeared. 

2 1s |eovm, | 29 | Nil |Wenther—seasonable, sThe state nnd prosjiecta of the radbee are favorable. ‘The 
& | reaping of markkglai and moong has commenced. Fever and cholera are nob 
= J " to prevalent as they were lately 
] [as |paxjecting, 28» | Nil | Wenthor—alternately bright and cloudy. Almost all the Aaimsinti crop-has been 
| ‘gathered in, the outtarn is vory fuir. Zid nnd kalai crops are progressing 

‘ 3 ‘ favorably, and the sowing of other crops has been commenced. 
. F 
© | ig ldulpigores,”. », 20 | Nil |Wetther—warmer, than prual nt this thm ‘Tho gathering of the 
§ ‘Acimunti dhan’ is almost fiviaued Lond is being prepared for the bAtdoi all 
over tlie district. “The prospects of tobacco, mustard, und otter winter erope 
et . are satisinetory. + Fs 
lCooch Hebar, (27 »| Nil seasomably cool.* No change to report in the state and prospects of 
fe crops. ‘The hinrvesting of amun rice is pot yet over, ‘The cold-weather 
crops ave procressing favorably. | Mustard iain flower, and “he tobaceo planta 
fre still, Deing transplanted, Cases of fever are incrensing in number,in the 
_|  Mevlignnge sub-division, otherwise the public heal is generally gvod. 
. . . 
Eastern Districts. 7 

17 |Daces, Deo, 29°73] Nil |Wenther—warm for tho kenson, and heavy fogs in the morning, ‘The rice harvest 

is over, nud the result is everywhere favorable, 
+ Yip |rarrceapore, —,, 29 | Nil [Weathrr—tensonable. Rain je wanted for the winter crops; at present, however, 

E + | auaverage erop is expected. 

c 19 |bnckergunge, 27 «| Nil |Weather—sensoneble, Right annas of the amu» erops have boon raped The 

3 7 prospects are fai r 
S | 20 |mymonsingh, , 28 | Nil | Venther—seasonsble, Mornings are foggy. State and prospects of the crops 

fare good. A 
r \ gh |ripperab, 4 28 4.) Ni [Wenther—Bne, bit not so cold ne usa at this time of Bits al euepeien 
mae |. of the erops are very good 3 ‘ 
22 lCuittagong, 4, 27 » | Nil [Foggy mornings s ive fair but warm, ‘The tnte amwn crop ts atill'being harveat- 
ec aly the pra Bsueata inate 12 naa, Tn porta i the north insect have 
i eaten off the crop, © 
bos [soakhoty, 27 » | Nil. [Weather—searonabie, ‘The reaping of the mun crop continues, The prospects 
E at fy tuir.( Public health is good. € . 
2% |Chittagong Hil é sf a 

i witeagens Hil 95 ,,| Nil | Wenther—seasonsble; very cold throughout the, week. ‘Tho prospects of mostind 
E ud tobecea bre good. ‘the outtarn of the paddy crop of the plough cultivators 
f ’ has been very poor. * ez 

Jin Tipperab, wy, 26 IWeather—cold and dry. ‘The reaping of the lato rice erop-is nearly completed, 
{he winter eroys go pn w i : 
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26 |Patua, Dec. 29 
26 |ayn, » 2 
. P 
. | 27 |Shahabad, 4, 2 
Hy 
E (28 |bartionge, 29 
Py 
z 
s 
s ‘ 
29 |Moxutterpore, 29 
30 |seran, » 
{32 fomumparan, 9 29 
Mongiye, 2 
38 |Buagulpore, 29 
E 
| 34 porn 9 
& | 85 |otatdan, » 29 
= 
a 
86 |youthal Porghs.,,, 30 
onissa. : 
87 |Cattuek, » 
. 
38 |Pooree, . 
39 |Batasore, 3 


* South-West Frontier 


Agency. 


4 |Hazareebagh, Dec, 28 


AL jLobardages, 


42 |Singbhoom, 
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»| Nil 
» | Bil 
»| Nie 
o| Nil 
»| Nil 
»| si 
»| NU 
»| Bit 
»| Ni 





»| Si 


aw] Na 


» | Ni 





eS 
Weathor—fine and coll. The reaping of tho rice crop in in progress. ‘The 
rabbee crops are looking well, but a little rain is wanted. Honlth is good. 


Wenther—warmer than usual at this season. No appearanen of coming rain. 
Musimum thermometer in the shade 832°. Bytimates of the actual outturn 
of dhan have been called for, urn is known .to be far below the 
nverage, ang thin und tho exportation still going on are facts witich mak 
Nua rain for the rebbee all che more axaiously looked fer, Iti very much 
wanted. 









‘The rwibee under Sone irriga- 
(Sone or from wells) is available, it is 





Wenther—still cloudy, with o 
tion in excellent, but where no irri; 
reported to be drying uy for want of rain. 





Weather—sometimes cloudy and rather hot for tho xeason. ‘The harvesting of 
rico i4 nearly complete. ‘The rublee crops ave looking weil, but in some pleas 
they requ 
urge export 





rain. Owing to the failure of the riee erop in some places, and the 
n now going qu, the price of rice hus risou to an unusual height. 





Wenther—mild snd clondy, with henvy fogs in the morning. The redbee crops 
fre doing fairly, but rain is much watited, 











Weather—cool nnd bright, 
generMly foggy. Wem wind 
are still good, but rain is ur 
health is good. . 


at times, ‘The mornings, are 
The prospects of the rubbee crops 
ly required. Prices are stationary. Publi 








Weather—sessonable. No change to report. Main js mach wanted for the 
rubbee cxops. ‘The price of food-yraing has slightly fallen in consequence of 
importutions from the neighbouring districts 








Weather—warmor than previous week, Rain is wanted for tho udbee erops, 


Weatherm™eleny amd cold. ‘The aghani crop ix mostly cut and is giving on 
abundant@utturn, which is being exported as'fast as threshied out, ‘The rubbee 
prospects arg excellent, Bib 


Weather—hot for the time of your, Somo rain would be beneficial to the 
witeat. ‘The crop of mustard is good. ‘Tobaeco is very good. 











Wenther fiir, but unsessonably warm. State and prospects of the crops are 
tisfactory' Cholera has inuch abated, but fever of a bad typo is very prow 
valunt in many parts of the district. = ‘ 
Wonther—not cold for the time Af year, No change in the stite and Prospects 
of the erops sited last report, é 





Wer her—fine ; rather warm for the senson. Saradh and rubbee crops are being 
reaped ind a good outturn is expected. 









sky clear. Tho hnrvesting of the laghw crop has 
been completed tioned 
‘The sarah erop, is 
jong, arkur, kali, 
eects tn be sowie The seute af Uno mandia.vropa in tho salt rec 
south of the Chillsu is not very good owiag to wunt of rain, No mare cholera, 










Weather—rather warm for tha season, ‘The winter ersps are doing 
faome are being harvested. ourtuen of the saradé crop hax been un av 
‘one. A fow cases of suiull-pox aud fever have been reported from the interior. 


nd 





‘Weather ~fuir, No change to report in the state und prospects of the crops: 
‘The present prospects of the races are favorable. 7 


[there has been no rain thromghout the district during th 
Prospects of the rubéce crops are ivdidurent im eousuquen 











Weathor—aentonable. Nothing to report nbout the paddy crop. ‘The eold- 
Weather crops uro doing well, aud vmuld be boteer if the usual Christanas rain 





Nil 





would fall, ‘There ix a good deal of fever reported from Dhalbhoom. 


‘Weather—pleasant, bot the wind is unvsually high, and the absence of the usual 
Christmas showers may rosult, as ic seewed to do last year, in x too early fall of 
‘rain further on, and in at unfavorable distribution of the full berween June and 
Oetober. Nothing ng to repore. Goucrally there ha been w good harvest in 
the south, and « poor ono in the north, of the district, Ruin is wanted in one 
Pérgunnal,, where. wheat and gram have beon grown, 








Cancurra, Sraristicat, Derr., 


‘The Ist Janyary 1878, 





Published for general information. , 
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A. Mackenars, 
as . Secy, to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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Phe {following Statement shows.the quantities of the principal staples of Trafic imported info Calcutta 















































"from the interior during the month of November 1877. * 
- Imports rnto Cancurra, 
Rad é. POOD-GRAINS Otsenps. 
\L 
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Sonar ot engal 
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Other incre no | | sett 
Bion | onuse | masaao.p  os.so8 FT ax.a00 
aaatewe | 4730 | saneré] 42nsse] 04503 
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a7 818 | 1570.85 | 6,00.783 
s8,047e | 11,18,028 | 2,05,608" 





Grand total (8 Nov 
. of imports. (Ta Nov.2870) 








The Sea-Borne Trade of Calcutta in these staples during the month of November 1877 was as follows :—~ 








: " 
Baroy TPH AY seas | aids, | ade | aids, | tas, | aan, 


‘ho tnaan ports, vi 
Stier ports in Sted 
em 
Pondichersy © 
Other Livin ports 


‘Total of interportal 
wade end 


Mads | ads | “Mas, | mas, 





0 Foreign ports— 
Mente tom 
Other porte 


‘Total of forvign trade 




















arand (39 Nov. 187 
total Ug Nov. 1878) 


‘Arnavund of yadidy ia equivalent to 25 wers oF Hon 


ea RE aoa ‘eturma of the Cortom Hou, where we information wae then avalible Wier ship aad r-lands a rgarda 
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The. following Statement shows the several Routes followed by the trade in the principal staphs of * 
. Traffic imported into Calcutta during he month of November 1877. 


Inroats into Carcurra. 













































- — 
| Your-anairs «| ome. |° | 
Specideation of routes. | Jute, Cotton. | sith. 
. Gram and [Otier food-| us 
. Rice. | a won | oe | - tine Reni 
/ Mia, Ha Md. | Mdy |“ Man | aids, | ads. Mas. 
By country boats d won| a aes | 1400s |0r7.425 | gossans | 1.4047 . 
fe Fiver suoamiers, eet “item | “ang | 222 | Cues) Mea oc) 
Pra ast edi ‘iia 2 | onerk Ey 
» Fall Raster Hen | m3 sia | fH 
fread Hid |, Acie af aga | ae | oe "me | 
tae k, aft “ 30 | "tie oS ons | ian 
eran ot (10NoW. 1677. ileat | euone | somon | —aanaae | irae | mazaaaw | aagae | zanoeo | inten | wo 
SOO In Nov. 1876...|  16,01.616 | 4,730}, 421s | son5e8| 15,821 | uiasoes | aasase | 128.001 | 0,068 or 








The following Statement shows the quantities and vatues of the principal staples of Trafic exported 
: inland from Calcutta during the month of November 1877. 


Exrorts rrom Carcurra 




























Cotton pisee-| Cotton / (Cotton piece-| Cotton: 
Whither exported, feode | “twine | ait. | + Whither exported, nals tn 
oat (eutypete).|suropou), : vere’ | craven carey) SM 
BaxoaL (Cuora Naarous. {ee Mas, | Mas. 
Bontwan Hesarcbaeh ws) puma | ae | an 
Boston |Menbicent™ cB | |e 
=e Tua o Chota Nagpore Tima [ane | a 
eed | Grant ttl of sui nt ty 
Moorshodanaa reli ara ieee || Smee | sum | seas o 









































Sy] aso ‘Orman Paowsces. 
a ee 
: ‘wo as | 
Heckorwunge isin W” Provinces and Ouah aap | 
Myavoneiogh 300 : ee 
Seek “iam Seri e 
3 om bar an 
‘Noakbolly Bide 3,825 
Otinor places, is | oa 
Grand total of 4 30,000 
‘por, mi] Mosets; | ior 
‘The sea-borne trade of Calextt Maples disring the month —* 
Gf ontabce Tats Sh ca Fotomet ne ae tiriae 
J | 
LMportep rvTo CALCCITS = Rat Mas. Mds, 


‘¢ From Foreign Porte 


United Kingdom 
Other forvien ports. 


‘Total of foreign ports “ 
From Indian Ports= 




















Mabe i : 
Eh ra prt oe 
oun ase | ang |r por 7 
comm on] MRSS | BRS] SR] ott ot intorportal trade oy 

ee ee ee ee Bee 

‘Tofal of Orissa... 2,006,068 6,700 co November 1876 20,187 | 614,087 
































i por tart deolaraton value. ap 
The following Slatement shows the several routes followed by the Trade in the principal staples of |, ' 
Traffic ‘exported from Calcutta during the month of November 1817. 














i | Cotton peo | cotton twist 
. ood or Balt. 
+ Spetifieation ot routes. ees, (Buropeun)- 
oe = 
; . 













ey Grand total of exports. {TR NGI 
Sraristida, Derartaent, 9 i A. Macxenzin, 
* | Dhe 81st December 1877. Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
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© + Weekly Repert of Rainfall compiled at the Meteorological Reporter's Office. 
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Joun Extor, 
Caucurta, Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of Bengal. 


The 29th Décember 1877. 
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Meteorological Telegraphic Report for the period 23rd to 29th Dec. 1877. cal 
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OTE, Meteorological Reporter to the Government of Bengat. 
» The 201k Doownpr 1e77, 
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> Results.of the sate eteesehetng Observations taken at the Alipore Observatory from 


23rd to 29th December 1877. 
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Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal for the purpose of making 
Laws and Regulations, 








Saturday, the 29th December 1877. 


Present : 
His Hoyor roe Lievrenanr-Governor or Benoat, presiding, 
“The Hon’ble G. C. Paun, Acting Advocate- General, 
‘The Hon’ble H. J. Rexvoxps, 
The Hon’ble A. Mackenzie, 
+ The Hon’ble §. C. Bayuey, » *, 
» The Howble H. T. Prrsep, 
+ The Hon'ble Basoo Ramsnunxer Sen, Rat Banapoor, 
a : _ ‘The Hon’ble Banoo Issey Czuxper Mrrrer, Ra Banavoor, 
c ‘The Hon’ble Banoo Knisropas Pax, Rar Bananoor, 
‘ ele ion ibe rae ee some, Aur, 


wy and ‘ ’ 
Wen he ‘The Hon'ble H, F. Brows. is y . 
‘ NEW MEMBERS. 1 
“Hon'ble Me. Mackenzie and the “Hon’ble Mr. aeguas took their 
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His-Honor rue Present said :—‘ Before we proceed to the business of 

the Council as specified in the list which has been.circulated, it will perhaps be 
convenient thot 1 slrould attempt to bring together the ‘threads of legislation in 
réspect.to this Council as they were broken off at the last mecting in the 
summer, and to point out what Bills we now have to consider in Council. 
First of all there is the Excise Law which we passed last session, but which 
‘was vetoed by the Governor-General, on the ground that settion, 40 of the Act 
assed by us interfered with the jurisdiction of the High Court‘and was there- 
Bre ultra vires of this Council. ‘This is an objection which is unfortunately 
capable of application to pearly overy Act which comes before us, and the inter- 


* pretation which has been put" upon the Indian Council's Act, though no doubt 


correct, is one which really restricts the authority of the local Councils so much 
that their powers have become exceedingly limited. The objectionable section 
in the Excise Bill has now been amended, but there are other parts of the Aet 
which are considered to require examination and amendment, and I propose to 
refer the Bill back to a Select Committee. 

‘The next Act passed by the Council which has been vetoed is the. Court of 
Wards’ Act. ‘This Bill also I propose to refer back to a Select Committee, as 


, there are certain points connected with it which seem to’ require further 


consideration. . 

The Ghatwali Police Bill is still before the Council. It, like the Excise 
Bill and the Court of Wards’ Bill, has been vetoed by the Governor-General, and 
will require a considerable amount of alteration. 

The Ferries Bill which has been before the Council I do not propose to 
proceed with. I cannot say that the principle upon which the Bill was based 
is in accordance with my view, and, under existing ciréumstances, it is not * 
deemed advisable to bring it forward, utitl & think the subject may be dropped. 

Next in order comes the Irrigation Bill. The Council will recollect that 
we postponed the consideration of this Bill for two reasons: partly bécause it 
was deemed necessary that investigations showid be made on the spot as to 
the rights and interests of tenants and cultivators; and secondly, because it was 
not expected that much cotild be done ntil the cadastral surveys had been 
completed. These surveys have not yet been finished in Orissa; and in the 
meantime’the agricultural classes in Behar have shown so thorough an appre- 
ciation of the scheme, and are so sensible of the benefits to be dated ao 
canal irrigation, that I think it will be better, at present at least, to leave 
thiugs as they are, as we shall pares get moro under the voluntary system 
of working than under that contemplated in the Bill; while itis of course fairer 
in principle that the supply of water should be a matter of bargain between the 
Government that has the, water to.et and the people who wish to buy. I 
have lately been in communication with the* leading zemindars of’ that 

rovince, and it appeared to be their wish to enter into contracts wich the 
ovenitient to take the water from the canals and thus to guarantee a certain 
amount of return to ‘the State; whilst they themselves would distribute the 
water to their tenants, and recover the money which they advanced from their. 
tenants. Several of the zemindars expressed. a wish to do this, and a few days ° 
ago there was a meeting of several of the influential residents of Shahabad 
with Colonel Haig, the Chief Engineer in the Irrigation Department, and he 
seemed to think that a scheme of this sort might be carried out with advantage. 
I may mention that the Maharajah of Dumraon, who was greeted 
the opponents of the irrigation scheme last year as being fully conscious of the 
ill-eflects of irriggtion, has applied for the services of an ‘engineer’ whom he 


_ proposes to pay himself, in order that he, may lay out in the, whole 


of his estates village distributaries to carry the water; and_ thi are 
on therwhole so. Bsa ing, that our difficulty is rather to supply Haart yates 
than to get rid of the water we have. J forget the exact quantity of water 
which has been thrown on the fields during Meiers ookier onc, but 
approaches 200,000 acres of land, which was more than we expected to 

been able to supply in thepresent condition of the canals. Similarly th 
was a large demand ‘also for the Khareef crop. With regard to’ Orissa the 
state of things is not so promising. Still even there there has: been some * 





inclination to enter into to take water, and I hope that 
something more may be done, But it is possible that with regard 


es - 
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may .have eventually to proceed with a scheme for an irrigation cess; but 
the cadastral survey has not gone far yet, and I do not intend to propose any 
measure for Orissa this year. < 

The next Bill is the Labour Districts Emigration Bill for Chittagorig’and 
the Chittagong Hill Tracts. We have not yet received the xeport of the 
Select Committee an this Bill, but I hope it will be brought forward at an 
early date, though the matter is not one which presses. tas 

The Chota Nagpore Rent Bill has been drafted, and has been set down 
in the list of business to be read in Council this day. a 

The Bill relating to tolls on rivers and in tharket places is a Bill whitch * 
I do not approve, and I propose to strike it out from the list of our current 
business. Z 

I next come to the Rent Bill As regards this Bill, I must explain to the 
Council that this subject is also one which, under thewrecent decisitn as to the 
powers of the local legislatures, is beyond the scope of the powers of this Council, 
and therefore it can be said to be no longer in the list of current business. 
I alluded to this subject last year, and, pledged myself to give increased 
facilities for the recovery of rent, and accordingly I think it my duty 
to state how the matter stands. During.the past year I have travelled 
over a good deal of the country; I have’ made careful inquiries, and have 
endeavoured to ascertain as far as possible the Views of the officials and 
of the native community on the point. There are one or two" principles 
on which all are agreed; and these we propose to embody in a Bill in 
such a form and shupe as may be alike acceptable to the Council of the 
Governor-General, before which it will have to go, and to all classes of 
those concerned.’ The Bill will lgve,'+as heretofore, the duty of deciding 
rent suite in the hands of the civil courts. But with regard to ‘all that class 
of cases which has respect to the recovery of rent at existing rates, some more 
speedy remedy will be proposed. We shall be careful to guard against 
mixing up demands for rent and matters involving, by implication or otherwise, 
questions of right or title to land; and ‘what is now being discussed by the 

ntlemen to whom I have entrusted the duty of considertng the subject, 

ow to do this in such*a manner as to-get rid of" serious difficulties in the 
summary administration of the present rent'law in respect to.questions of right 
to land, which are often aezeoted under applications of recovery of rent. How- 
ever, as far as 1 have been able to gather from them, they appear to see their 

* way to provide a speedy and summary process in the decision of cases and 
the execution of decrees in respect to what.are purely demands for rent at 
existing rates, which shall not interfere with questions of right or title to land. 

Then comes the Bill to defite and limit the powers of settlement officers 
with respect to the enhancement of rent, ~The Bill has been revised, and I 
think is in a form which will get rid of all the objections which were raised to 
the late Bill, and it will be shortly laid before the Council. pF ’ 

There are questions which have been raised in various parts of the 
country in connectién with the Road Cess Act. No dotbt that Act requires 
amendment, but the amendments which have been ‘suggested are hardly 
sufficiently definite to be put into the form of a-Bill; but in the gourse of the 
winter I may haye to ask the Council to consider these questions. 

The only other measure which I propose to briug before the Council is a 
proposal which I am compelled to make, as I explained on Thursday last in 
the Council of the Governor-General, for a lieense,tax om trades, dealings, and 
industries,in order that we may be in a position to meet a requisition to increase 
local jon to such an extent as shal} enable the local Governmet to pay the 
sum, of thirty lakhs of rupees annually, in common with ther provinces, to 
a fund which ts to be raised by taxation tl ‘hout the whole of India for 

+ famine. purposes, It is admitted by all, I think, that some such fund must be 

and L,hope no opposition will be advanced to the Bill. I hive considered 

with reference to local taxation generally ; and of all the proposals 

| schemes ‘submitted from a numbér of sources, I see none whieh is 

‘beso applicable to, and to fall so fairly on, the classes which pay the 

venue as a license tax-on trades, dealings, and industries, the 

h b ined by my hon’ble friend: Mr. Mackenzie, who 
r leaye to introduce a Bill for that purpose.” 
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AMENDMENT OF THE RENT-LAW (CHOTA NAGPORE). 

Tur How’ste Mr. Reynonps moved that the Bill to amend the procedure 
in snits between landlords and tenants in Chota Nagpore be read in Council. 

* “He said that it would be in the recollection of the Council that leave to 
introduce this Bill had beon given so long ago as November 1876. It was 
found, however, that the measure required to be carefhlly elaborated in 
communication with the local officers; and in the end it had proved impossible 
to got the Bill drafted in time to allow*of its introduction during the last 

- session. “The: Bill had now beer drafted and was in the hands of hon’ble 
members ; the details of it had been very carefully considered, and_he believed 
it would be found thatthe measure in its present. form was such as would 
commend’ itself te the approval of the Council, and would be likely to work 
in a satisfactory manner in the districts to which it was intended to apply. 

In moying last year for leave to introduce this Bill, he had briefly referred 
to the special circumstances which made it desirable, and indeed nocessary, that 
a separate rent law should be passed for Chota Nagpore. It would; however, 
be seen that it was proposed to restrict the operation of the Bill to the three 
districts of Lohardugga, Hazareobagh, and Singbhoom. It was not desired 
that the special legislation required for these districts should be extended to 
any part of the province: which could safely be left to the operation of the 
feta law, and it was accordingly provided that the Bill should not extend 
to Manbhoom. The district of Manbhoom, both in the character of its popula- 
tion and in the nature of its local tenures, assimilated very closely to.an 
ordinary Bengal district, and rent proceedings in it might very well be con- 
ducted under the ordinary law. as : 

The condition of things in the ‘otter three districts was very differ- 
ent, and the nécessity for a special law had been strongly urged upon 
the Gévernment in 1875 by Colonel Dalton, whose intimate acquaintance 
with the province of Chota Nagpore was welf known. Whe suggestion was 
Srprres by Sir Richard Temple in a Minute recorded by him, and the details 
of the measure were then discussed with the Board of Revenue and the local 
officers.’ He might mention in particular that the Government were specially 
indebted to the late Judicial Commissioner, Colonel Davies, and the present 
Judicial Commissioner, Mr. Oliphant; for some very valuable remarks and 
suggestions on the proposed legidlation’ ” : Si oe 

It appeared that in Chota Nagpore generally Act X of 1859 was recognized 
as the rent law in force. But in practice, several important modifications had 
been made which rested on no specific legal basis, but upon orders of the 
executive authorities. “He did not at all pean to imply that there was 
anything illegal in these orders. {he districts of Chota Nagpore, ever since 
the province was constituted asa separate administration under Regulation 
x of 1833, had always formed part of the non-regulation districts, or, 
as they were now termed, “scheduled districts ;” Beat Act XIV of 1874 
described these districts as territories. which ‘were not subject to the 
general Acts and Regulations. But it was one of the objects of that Act gra- 
dually to replace this undetermined state of things by the issue of notifications 
‘which should declare precisely what‘laws were and were not in foree in each 
of the districts ref to. If this Bill should pass into law, the result would 
be that it would be notified as embodying the rent law for the throo districts 
to which it applied, and Act X of 1859 would be similarly notified as contain- 
ing the rent law in feree in Manbhoom, fe aa it should be ht 
desirable to bring the district of Manbhoom the operation of, Act i, 
of 1869 of that Council. : Fa jambunge clad 

Coming: now to the special modifications of the rent law, which were found 
to exist in the distriets to whichethe Bill <na te point to’ which. he 
would ask the attention of the Council was “to the section of - 
Act X of 1859, which-referred to the right of oc . It did not : 
thet there was any special order making Shlevanteoh Ga r ‘in Ghota 
Nagpore. . But, as a matter of fact, it was found. that ight was n 
claimed, and that the ryots, or at least the ; i of 
in ignorance of its existence. This 
consideration whether ‘it was desirable 
right. But there appeared to be no 











\e ‘ : 5 


SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTH, JANUARY 9, 1878. 17 








Nagpore ryots from this privilege, and accordingly the section of the renf 
law relating to the right of oceupaney had been substantially reproduced in 
section 6 of the Bill before the Council. ‘ 

Adfnitting that occupancy rights were to be recognized, the next question 
was regarding the conditions under which the rent of an occupancy ryot might 
be enhanced. On this point there was an unanimous consessus of opinion 
that the conditioris laid down in section 17 of Act X of 1859 were entirel: 
inapplicable to the special circumstances 6f the Chota Nagpore province. "He 
need not trouble the Council with the details of the several points in which those 
conditions were inapplicable. The question was,fully discussed in .a note on 
the subject by Mr. Wersrer, who was well acquainted with the country, and 
was for some time manager of the Chota Nagpore estato.* His opinion was 
acquiesced in by all the officers who were consulted. ‘They said that the pro- 
yisions of Act X of 1849 in respect of this matter could not be applied, and 
that some special procedure must be put in force; and this was provided by 
sections 21—24 of the present Bill. ; 

The next question related to the power+of distraint; and it was to be 
observed that in Chota Nagpore this power had never been recognized as a 
means of enforcing the payment of rent, and there was’ reason to apprehend 
that serious agrarian difficulties and complications might result if the levy of 
rent by that process were to be legally authorized. This point had ,been 
strongly insisted upon by Colonel Dalton, and it was also noticed in the 
Minute of Sir Richard Temple, and accordingly the provisions of Act X of 
1859 relating to distraint had been omitted from the Bill. It might be 
thought that the absence of this powér would inyolve some hardship to the 
zemindars, who were required to pay the Government revenue under the same 

enalties of sale as were in foreé*in the regulation districts. But it would be 
found that this argument did not really apply to Chota Nagporé, in which the 
land revenue of the province was so lightly assessed, ait bore so small a pro- 
portion to the rental as to rehder it unnecessary that landholders should be 
vested with that summary power of distraint which was required in other 


listricts, . 
The Bill further peorided that the right to éject a nor-oceupancy xyot 
should not be exercised except under. a’ decree of court. This provision was 
in accordance with the uniform practice of the province, and was declared by 

all the local officers to be a necessary provision. 

i The sections of the Bill which referred to the sale of property in execu- | 
tions of decrees had been wrongly quoted in the tatement of Objects and 
Reasoys; the reference should have been to sections 127, 131, and 132. It was 
provided by those sections jhat sales of landed property should be made onl 


with Commissionor-of the division, and this was in accord-~* 


ancé with the practice at present in force. Indeed, if we looked to the histor 
of the question, it might be doubted whether theso sales should be allowed at all. 
These were really feudal tenures or fiefs, granted by the zemindar to a ‘vertain 
erson and his pas with a reversion to the zemindar in the event of the 
* failure of heirs of the grantee. They thus conveyed ‘a qualified, and not an 


‘absolute, property ; and it-would have been reasonable to enact that the tenures | 


themselves should not be sold, but only the rights and interests of the holders, 
It appeated, however, that sales of these tenures, subject to the sanction of the 
Commissioner, had been generally recognized, and it was thought that there 
would be some hardship in either declaring such sales invalid in the past, or in 
Feuine them for the future. It was accordingly provided that sales of 

in, execution of decrees should be permitted subject to the approval of the 
Comntissioner of the division ; and te local officers agreed in recommending 
yee 


| 
\ 
| 


—_— 


i wisions to which Mr. Ruynouny had referred Were for the most 
pe in limitation of the powers exercised by zemindars under the Picea 
; As some set-off to these, it was to be observed that section 84 of the 
contained some special and rather stringent provisions for enforcing the registra- 
of the transfers of under-tenures. ‘Uheso were intended for the protection 
‘the zemindars in their rights as suporior landlords, and the necessity for 
had been very strongly urged by the late Judicial Commis- 
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* Mr. Reyyoxps did not think there were any other points in the Bill 
which demanded the special attention of the Council. _ It would doubtless be 
remembered that in passing a rent law for Chota Nagpore they were legislating 
for a ferritory, the conditions of which differed in many important peioalics 
from those of the Lower,Provinces in general: In Chota Nagpore they had 
the peculiar phenomenon of a society which was not only of a very primitive 
and conservative type, but in which the landlords in general belonged to one 
yacé end the tenants to another. “The zemindars were, or at léast claimed to 
be, Rajpoots: the tenants were for the most part men of the aboriginél races. 
The present Bill was an attempt to hold the balance evenly and fairly between 
tho interests of these two classes, and, assuch, he desired to commend it to the 
favorable considerttion of the Council. - 

With these remarks he begged to move that the Bill be read in Council. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Bill referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of the Hon'ble Baboo Isser Chunder Mitter, the Hon’ble Nawab 
Meer Mahomed Ali, and the Mover, with instructions to report in four, weeks. 


SETTLEMENT OFFICERS’ POWERS OF ENHANCEMENT AS 
5 TO RENT. 


Tue How’ste Mr. Reynoups nioved for leave to introduce a Bill to define 
and limit the powers of settlement officers in respect to the enhancement of 
rent. Hoe said that the necessity for legislation on this question was brought 
to the notice of Government in the course of: the extensive settlement opera- 
tions which had lately been undertaken in the district of Midnapore. These 
operations embraced the Government éstate of Balarampore, and also the two. 
large private estates of Jellamootah and Majnamootah, which « were under 
temporary settlement, and which together cémprised no‘less than twenty-one 
pergunnahs of the district. *\° 5 

The wording of Regulation VII of 1822 empowered settlement officers to 

, determine the rates of rent to be paid by any pulbraing ryot whether he 
possessed a right of occupancy or not, if he did not hold a permanent and 
transferable interest in the land. But it had been held by the civil courts: 
that when this determination of the rate of rent oe settlement officer involved, 
as it generally did involve, an enhancement of the rent previously paid, the 
Regulation did not dispense with the necéssity for serving a notice of enhance- 
ment, and that the ryot was just as much entitled to contest his liability to pay 
the enhanced rent fixed by a settlement-officer, as he had to contest enhance- 
ments made by landlords under the ordinary law. And further, the Civil Court 
would not even accept any D gaia that the rate fixed by a settlement 
officer was primd facie fair and reasonable. The burden of proof was thrown 

*on the party who claimed the enhanced rent, and-the court reserved to itself 
the ae decide upon the correctness of the rate which the settlement officer 
had fixed. 

If this was a correct interpretation of thé law, he need not remind the 
Council that the condition of things in Bengal was very different from that 
in the North-Western Provinces. ie the North-Western Provinces, under the ' 
Revenue Act XIX of 1873, a settlement officer had full power to determine - 
the status of =k ete and the rate of rent to be paid by him during the 
term of the sett! t; and the decision of the settlement officer én these 
points was only Tiablo to be reviewed by tho ior revenue authorities, 
the civil courts being debarred from dealing -with such questions, It had 
been suggested by the Board of Revenue that it would be desirable to 
assimilate the law in Bengal to that in the North-Western Provinces, ! 
on consideration the Government thought that it was unnecessary to ask: 
the Council to invest settlement officers with such extensive powers, involying: 
the determination *of questions ee and title which séemed ‘rather to’ 
belong to the cognizance of the civil of the revenue courts. 

It would copsequently be found that the object of the Bill was:rather to’ 
define and limit, thun in any way to extend,- the powers of settlement officers, 
It seemesl doubtful whether, es thé wording of Regulation’VII of a 
settlement officer, in enhancing the rent of an ae was limited by _ 
the conditions of section 17 of Act X of 1859. Butthe pet agen va 
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of his rent, except in accordance with some one of the conditions specified 
in that’seetion ; and when that was done, it seemed fair and reasonable that. 
it should be presumed that the rateof rent so fixed by a settlement officer was 
a proper rate, until the contrary should be shown to the satisfaction of the- 
court; and that any ryot who desired to contest an enhancement of yent, should 
be required to do sp within a reasonably moderate period, which the Bill 
proposed to fix at three months from the ryot’s receiving notice to attend and. 
sign the settlement jummabundee. x 

These were the provisions of the Bill. Tt was a short measure, and had 
been drafted, but had not yet been circulated, and’ therefore for the present 
Mr. Reywoups would only ask for leave to introduce the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. * . 


LICENSE TAX ON TRADES, DEALINGS, AND INDUSTRIES. 


‘Tre How’six Mr. Mackenziz asked the President, under Rule VII of the 
Rules for the conduct of business, to grant him leave to move for permission to 
bring in a Bill for the licensing ofurts, trades, and dealings in the provinces 
subject to the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. On leave being’ given he said :— 
“ Before describing to the Council the details of the proposed measure, I desire 
to explain as briefly and clearly as I can its origin and history, and the place 
which it is intended to occupy in our’ provincial finance. nth doing this, I 
cannot altogether avoid reiterating statements that have been made elsewhere ; 
but it is essential that the proceedings of this Council should be complete in 
theniselves, and we have to cxamine hings here from the view-point muinly of 
the local Government. % 

I must ask the Council, then, to récall to mind the beginning and objects 
of the policy of which this measure is the final outcome. In December 1870 
the Supreme Government announced that imperial resources were no longer 
adequate to the growing wants of the cnley that they had indeed ceased to 
be elecitsta even to bmp | and sanctioned demands. Loca] Governments, 
we were told, like leeches’ daughters, sent up one constant of “ give?— 
supporting their pleas by such admirable argument that the “Governinent of* 
India had fairly beggared itself in a vain ehdeavour to meet their wishes. That 
Government had now therefore placed’ these well-meaning prodigals upon 
a fixed allowance, and.required them to supply their further wants other- 
wise than by inroads upon the parental purse. In official phraseology, it 
was determined “to enlarge the powers and responsibilities of local Govern- 
ments in respect of the public expenditure,” and to inaugurate a system of 
“local taxation for local sepia ” throughoutsthe various provinces of India. 

‘The extent of the relief requited by the Imperial Exchequer was at one 
time, it may be remembered, matter of very'serious doubt. It was feared that 
nothing less than the equivalent of the income tax at 3} per cent. woyld satisfy 
imperial needs ; that the services to be transferred to provincial management 
would be made over with grants reduced by that amount ; and that new pro- 
vineial taxation to that extent would have been necessary"at the very outset 
of the scheme. Eventually, however, the control of seven great spending 
departments was made oyer to the Government of Bengal with an- assignment 
about 7 per.cent, less than the reduced budget allotments gf 1870-71. We 
were at-the same time warned—and the warning was then but little noticed— 
| that fiscal misfortune, such as a failure of the opium: revenue, or national 

disaster, such as war or famine, would involve a reopening of the terms of these 
provincial contracts, _ 

The Geyernment of Bengal under these arrangements began the year 
1871-72 with an apparent deficit of be lakhs of rupees, and Sir George Campbell 
hesitated long whether to pinch the or to tax the public. On the 
ane hand were the facts, tempting to taxation, that Bengal was by far the 
richest province in India, the most lightly taxed, and by far the 
most backward in local improvements. On the other hand frowned the 

8,—the entire abstnce of co-ordinated local agency, the ‘vastness: of 
bl ae nt be dealt with, the apn dl of villages, 






The difficulties were gross and bie, and the 
+ shrank from facing them. Economy, sha aot taxation, 


the tracts’; 
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was. and so stern (I had almost said, so Scotch) was the 
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economy, so relentless the saving, that the first year of provincial finance wrung 
from the imperial allotment an unex, surplus-of 14 lukhs of ru 
Doubtless this was in some degree eked out by windfalls and adjustments of 
-account ; but it had involved what was felt to be a partial paralysis in many 
important hranches of administration—a paralysis most uncongenial to the 
temperament of himwho ruled us, and never contemplated or desired by the 
Government of India. The reaction was speedy, complete, and necessary. New 
schemes and old services were clamant for funds, aid it was impossible long to 
stifle the just demands of ‘great departments. The money was distributed 
almost as soonas saved. * . 

Nevertheless we were still able ~ avoid all fresh provincial taxation, The 
deyeloprhent of Jocal taxation, proptrly so-called, had by this time-begun to 
relieve our Exchequer of many now demands. Indeed’ it was Sir George 
Campbell’s hope that the road cess in the country, and revised municipal 
arrangements in towns, would together blend into a system of local rating, 
which would make general taxation unnecessary for any ordinary .ends. And 
although the Bengal Municipal. Bill as passed bears only a remote resem- 
blance to the Municipal Bill as originally framed, we can still say that, but for 
forees never. our own control, the Government of Bengal would probably have 
continued solvent and saving, able to pay its honest way and reap a modest 
surplus, though perhaps’it could never have undertaken many new and impor- 
tant works. his is elear from the fact that but for the scarcity of 1874, our 
balances at the close of the following year would have aggregated full 20 lakhs 
of rupees, notwithstanding all our outla upon Burdwan-fever, primary educa- 
tion, and subordinate executive establishments. 

Famine, however, both here and elggwhero, has played havoc with higher 
finance than: ours, and Bengal has to bear its share ‘of the heavy burden that 
has fallen on the State at large. It is not for me to criticise the polic: 
which the Imperial Government has under these circumstances adopted, for it 
commands, I believe, the approval of all thinking men. Here we have 
only to deal with facts, and to carry out loyally the policy of the Crown. 

There. can, - Sir,*be no question as to the duty of a Provincial Government 
in a juncture of this kind. There should be no question as to the attitude of 
the provincial public. I am not mysélf disposed to speak evil of provincialism. 
I believe in the virtues of strong healthy local feeling. If men take no 
interest in what is nearest them, any interest they profess in things remote is 
mostly sham. But there aro occasions when sympathies must take a wider 
range. We in Bengal may well be proud of our province, of its growing 
enlightenment, of its, marvellous trade, and its advancing wealth. We 
may fecl at times, like all elder sons, that the younger brethren get too 
many of the plums and less than their share of crust. But at a, strait 
— 
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like this we must rise to our positidn as the premier province of the 
and consider how much, and not how little, we can do to help the State. 
duty done, we may for tho rest, and on being occasionally overlooked, console 
ourselves with the thought— 
© “How the best State to know P It is found out, 
,__ Like the best- woman, that least talked sbout,” ¥ 

To meet all unremunerative expenditure out of income, and to establish a 
permanent surplus for the future—this was, in fewest words, the object kept in 
view in the Financial Statementf the 15th March, Leaving the question of famine 
for future considergtion, the Government of India- sought to obtain that 
surplus by a bold and threefold extension of the decentralization /plan. The 
income of the empire was, in the first place, to be increased by ee 
provincial control certain great branches of improveable reveriue ;* % 
expenditure was still further to be checked by multiplying the services nie 


provincial man: ent; and lastly, those extraordinary works which servo. a 
chiefly local end were in future to be maintained by local or provincial funds. 
Now this last change, to Bengal at least, meant new taxation, tions as 


to the character of this taxation were authoritatively given us, We were 

advised to re-distribute the charges laid upon us, 80 as to : 

locally to the benefits received. Compulsory Jet rating for canals shown 

to satisfy this condition, Again, so far as general taxation might be required, 

expansion of existing cesses was declared preferable to new ¢nd unfamilier 
7 * 
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zmposts. This Council therefore, .at its last session, was asked’to considera + 
Billefor the imposition of a compulsory rate upon irrigable lands, and a Bill for. 
the levy, through the road céss machinery, of a cess. for the construction and 
maintenance of provincial public works. ‘The last of these measures has become 
law, and imposes, chiefly on the agricultural and landed classes, an .annual 
burden of some 30 lakhs of rupees. Jf the Irrigation Bill eventual. y passes, 
it too will affect only persons interested in lands, within certain limited areas. 

So far the Goyernment of India had only provided in a géneral way for 
a moderate improvement of departmental revenues, for a further check upon 
departmental expenditure, and for .the charges on account of maintaining 
yemunerative public works. The problem of providing financially against 
recurrent famine was, as I have said, reserved in March, last for future: 
consideration. The mode in which the Government of India proposes to meet 
this question has, within the last few* days, been clearly explained to the 
public. We,have here simply to accept the fact that Bengal must raise for 
the common weal a further subsidy of ‘some 80 lakhs. 

We cannot give this of our existing means. The public works cess 
will, for .some years to come, at best do little more than moet the interest and 
working charges. on existing railways and eunals. It will certainly not enable 
us to meet the interest on the capital required for that complete and improved 
system of. railway communications which Bengal still sadly needs. On tho other 
Hand, the margin of surplus to be earned by improving our revenues is as yet 
unknown, and will in any case come nowhere nearthe sum that I have named. 
Not only have we from this source to make good to the Supreme Government 
the assumed normal increment of our stamp and excise receipts, but we have 
to meet a further reduction of about 4.per cent. upon the already reduced 
allotments of 1871-72, besides a gross reduction of 1} lakhs upon the allot- 
ments of two of the heads of seryice'last made over to us. Again, it must 
always be remembered that no grea? reductions of expenditure are possible to 
the local Government if it does its duty properly. It may practice small 
economies, re-distribute allotments, and avoid needless increase ot expenditure, 
but it is bound to maintain provincial services on the lines laid down by higher + 
authority. It can neither change the system nor starve the departments. To 
obtain the funds that we require, then, fresh taxation is our only standby. 

We havo been allowed considerable latitude of discussion with teference* to 
its shape. So long as we did not atterapt an income tax, or trench on imperial 
resources, we might pedals have had any tax that suited us, though of 
course uniformity with other provinces was most desirable. At any rate we gave 

+ this question of the shape of the tax much consideration. All the canons of taxation 
laid down in the books, and all the canons of taxation deemed special to India, 
have been duly paraded and duly pondered. ‘Indirect taxation,” say some, 

f ‘is the only form of taxation suited to this ¢ountry.” “This is one of the canons, 
usudlly now-a-days deemed axiomatic, ,And indirect taxation is, 1 admit, in 
many respects a delightful mode ‘of raising money. You take away a large 
Baronet of a man’s earnings, and he is not one whit the wiser, and (what is 
te never cares to ask about how you spend it. If only those who are 

.80 fond of enunciating the canon would go on to show us in detail how we, as 
a local Government, can raise 30 lakhs of rupees by indirect, taxation, they 
would confer on us an inestimable benefit. To bring in the sum that we 
require such a tax must be laid upon some article or articles of very extensive 
consumption, We cannot tax grain any more thanair or drinking-water, Salt 
it is beyond our province to touch. Sayer; in the shape of internal duties on 
commodities in general, we would not if we couldreviye. A taxon tobacco and 
pAn is the only indirect tax properly so culled that déserves ‘serious considera- 
tion, Butafter careful scrutiny we (1 speak here only for Bengal) have come 
to the old ‘conclusion that, save perhaps by orgauising a great imperial mono- 
poly, no reyenue of moment could be raised Som tobacco either by a tax on 

. @ultiystion or a tax on sales save at sueh a cost .of collection, and with 
such an amount of prevention and interference with the people, as would 
e the ‘tax a piece of sheer financial madness. From pin by itself 
a-trivial revenue could be had. , (1 need not weary the Council by 
issing the ion of a tobacco monopoly, Hing some go so far as to 
é such a scheme might rehabilitate our Indian finance, and enable 
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us in time, by improved manufacture and so on, to command the eustom 
of all smoking Europe. The question is imperial, and the idea of a monopoly 
is not likely to find favor at home. Moreover, we want this money ily, 
and arguments on principles take years to settle.) Then again we are told that 
sumptuary and optional taxes are the best form of taxation, But to each and 
all of these is the objection that they would not be sufficiently productive in a 
country of pgor men. A marriage tax in Bengal at any reasonable rates would 
probably yield not more than 4 or 5 lakhs of rupees, could only be worked 
through the police, and is open to various objections when affecting Mahomedans. 
The question of a succession duty was, disposed of in the Gazette of India 
of the 8th February 1868, Taxes on footmen, powder, crests, and plate, 


* are hardly feasible as yet, arid their Indian equivalents would yield but little 


to the State. But it may be asked why not, by a combination ‘of small 
sumptuary and indirect taxes, raise what you require? To this we reply that 
we know of no combination of unobjectionable taxes that would give us the 
money ; and, after careful consideration, we have thought it best to avoid mul- 
tifarious measures of taxation, and to raise the sum we want without distract- 
ing the same classes of the people by taxes of different kinds coming upon them 
at the same moment, even though some of these might appear to be either 
optional or indirect. 

We require, to cover the famine subsidy, with costs of collection, 
and to give a small margin for risk and trouble, something like 35 to 
87 lakhs of rupees. We propose to raise this sum by a direct license tax 
upon arts, trades, and dealings. We can at present lay no further burden 
upon the land. We prefer rather to remove the invidious exemption that, 
since the repeal of the income tax, trade and commerce have enjoyed. 
Looking to the amounts'raised from land under existing cesses, the demand now 
to be made upon industry and trade is not, we submit, excessive. The trade 
of Bengal is year by year receiving fresh developments. It has profited by 
the misfortunes of our own agriculturists, It benefits by every calamity in 
neighbouring provinces. It shares in the «i nproving condition of Both 
peasant ind dower, but contributes less than either of them to the Exchequer 
of the State. The import and export trade of. this Presidency, excluding 
Government transactions, was, in 1876-77, 17-483 per cent. greater than im the 
year Pee: ‘The gross exports alone were 26 per cént. in excess of those 
of 1875-76. ‘The trader is everywhere; as Mr. Massey once remarked, though 
a valuable, still a very expensive, member of the community. To enable him 
to carry on his» business large sums are spent im public works. It is he who 
benefits most by good police and all the paraphernalia of proteetive administra- 
tion. In Europe, traders were the earliest class subjected to special tax. In 
India, direct taxes upon trade were a normal feature under native rule, 
are consonant with both Hindu and Mahomedafi law and practice, and have 
been common under our own legistation, ,both local and imperial, Bat at 

resent, with the exception of his individual share of the duty on-salt, and his 
individual share of the import duties on articles consumed by him, the. trader 
and the artizan in Bengal pay nothing to the public Exchequer for the benefits 
they enjoy. We propose to remedy this anomaly. 

The deligetnant-Gorocnis has explained elsewhere why the tax we now pro- 
pose is not upon the model of those of 1867 and 1868. By no possibility could 
we raise the stim required by any reasonable rate of tax upon trade incomes of 
Rs. 200 and upwards, such as Me. Massey’s license tax and certificate tax 
affected. A country where, though the craving for land is as strong as in 
Irelund, 80 per gent. of the suits about real property are: valued at less than 
Rs. 100, is not a country with many wealthy men. It is a mero truism to-say 
that any tax in India, to be largely productive, must go down in some way or 
other to the masses, and be adapted to the general circumstances of those who 
form these masses, It’s “mony a mickle that mak’s the muckle” in Indian finanée, 
and we feel the less hesitation ih taxing the petty trader and the artizan, 
because we see every ryot in the country contributing to cesses according 
to his rental. re 

‘There are, according to the census, about.4 millions of adults carrying on 
arts, trades, and dealings other than agricultural throughout 
assume that probably one-fourth of these will be able to pay tax, “and we 
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ropose to levy on them a light general license tax at rates ranging from Re. 1. 
S Ke, 200 saeatly. We have sought to grade the tax for Baral ss as to make 
an g like minute perquisition into income or profits unnecessary. Local 
eee showld, for instance, have no difficulty’ in settling whether a man 
should pay Ks. 82 or Rs. 100: whether he should pay Rs. 10 or Rs. 82. The 
most general knowledge of a trader’s style and means will’enable the Collector 
to grade him according to those rates. We may by our rules prescribe that 
the Collector’s, gerteral aim should be so to classify as not to impose upon 
incomes, so far as known or proved, more than’a certain percentagé of 
tax, but nothing of the nature ‘of an income tax is at all intended. The 





highest fee of all (Rs. 200) will be paid only by certain spocttiod wholesale + 


traders, bankers, companies, and the like. Substantial retail traders will pay 
Rs. 100, Rs. 32, or Rs, 10, according to class, In the lower grades the normal 
rate of tax will be settled by considerations of locality. In first class 
municipalities Rs. 4, in smaller towns and unions Rs. 2, and in mofussil 
villages Re. 1, will be the normal rates. But Collectors will have power to 
make a well-to-do man pay Rs. 4 or Rs. 2 wherever he may be found, and to 
reduce or remit the rates in cases where poverty makes the normal tax unduly 
heavy. We have tried, however, to leave as little as possible in the power of 
assessors. We propose also, in framing the lists of licensees, to make as much use 
as we can of existing local agencies, such as mabicipalities and union punchayets. 
These already possess lists of individuals residing. within their limits, and 
can, with proper supervision, easily do the work of selection and classification. 
Tho Council will consider whether village punchayets under Bengal Act VI of 
1870 can be similarly used. The Bill, as franted, assumes that they can. In the 
work of collection, we propose again to’ make use of municipal and union 
machinery, making it worth while for those agencies to act as our collectors. 
“For the rest of the country Goverment must provide an agency, and I will 
only say that it will be our object in all arrangements to reducé to a minimum 
the harassment of individuals by providing for collection at local éentres 
and for strict supervision of the ‘subordinate agency. The tax is in its nature 
so simple that it is hoped all liable to it will easily understand their obligations, 
and thus anything like illegal exaction be next to impossible. I attach much 
inportance in this connection to the fact that the tax will be paid in oné 
annual instalment. If any -licensee cannot, possibly pay up the tax to which 
he is assessed in one sum, he will have a élaim to be put in a lower grade. If a 
man cannot possibly pay one rupee he ought not to be taxed at all. There 
will be no half-yearly, quarterly, or monthly dunnings. The tax is not, it will 
‘be seen, a tax upon households, firms, or partnerships, but upon individuals. 
Any other arrangement would in the interior give rise to endless disputes as to 
liabilities. But we shall lay down rules for reducing the gross assessment of a 
family when its members are living and working together. Our object in all 
our proposals has been to minimise as fat as possible the ordinary evils of 
direct taxation. We are not without hope that we have to some extent 
succeeded. : 

Tn conformity with the principle of avoiding multifarious imposts, those 
persons who pay license tax will be relieved of the house’cess whigh they now 
pay under the Road Cess and Public Works Cess Acts. This will be recognised 
in the mofussil as a very substantial boon. That the house cess is a thoroyghly 
unpopular tax is, I believe, beyond doubt. The disputes as to liability and as 
to correctness of yaluation, the claims to exemption, the constant changes in 
the lists from death and desertion, the inoflicioncy of the collecting machinery, 
and the repeated iddical demands, all combine to+ make' the exaction 
hateful to Co! and Assessees. It would realize, at best, but about 
iy Jakhs me annum, ard the collections are always persistently in arrear. Its 
aboliti ould alone reconcile the mofussil trader to this license tax., 

.The arrangements proposed for Calcutta arg in some de; special, in 
order to work the tax uj existing lines and avoid conflicting demands. 
Briefly, we adopt the third schedule of the Calcutta Municipal Act, under 
which a license tax is already levied on professions, trades, and callings ; rais- 
rae rates for a few of the wealthier trades to those proposed for the mofussil ; 
any ee bottom the arts and industries not at present touched 

the schedule. We have not excluded the few professions that 
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« are in Calcutta affected by the present schedule. They are flourishing 
and well-to-do, and have shared in the special prosperity of Calcutta as a town. 
Generally, however, and in the interior, we si not intend to tax Tptonrionsy or 
those earning their living by"service on fixed salaries. “These classs suffer from 
the, undoubted rise of prices without being able to recoup themselves, and the 
Europeans among them Noes been specially muleted by the fall in exchange. 
But our main reason for excluding them is that we are not proposing an 
income tax upon all classes, but an ordinary trade licenst tax for a specific 
purpose. é : 

We estimate the proceeds of the license tax at from 35 to 37 lakhs of 
rupees. It may bring less; it may bring more. Experience only can show. 
The number of taxable persons is at present to a great extent matter of con- 
jecturo. ‘The Government will regulate the demand hereafter by the results of 
the first year’s working. If it turns out to be very productive, we may be 

. able to remit other forms of taxation, and we can always utilize any unappro- 
priated balance for provincial improvements. 

This, then, is the Bill which we have to submit to the Council. ‘hat it will 
be received by the country at large with acclamation, or that it is beyond all 
reach of criticism, we do not expect. 


“ He that expects u fayltiess tax to see, 
Expects what nover was, nor is, nor e’er shall be!” —, 


The Government is fully sensible of the difficulty of the task before it, but 
it believes that the measure is difficult rather from its magnitude than by its 
intricacy ; and we are encouraged to go on by the opinion of the most experienced 
officers, both now and when a similar measure was proposed in Act XVIII of 
- 1861, that a tax of the kind is feasible even in Bengal. The Government relies 
upon the energy and devotion of: its pfficers to bring about in the end a 
successful issue. It relies at the same time upon the loyalty and intelligence— 
shall I not say, the patriotism—of the people of Bengal. These, taxes are 
not required by us to bolster up unholy war, or carry carnage through a 
neighbour's land. We do not wring from toil its tribute to satisfy a sovereign’s 
Just, or raise in far off capitals memorials of conquest. We seck to save the 
«lives and not to filch the earnings of the poor, and we demand from the people 
of Bengal the means of warding from their doors that famine spectre that has 
slain already so many of their brethren, and may, for gught we know, be knocking 
at their own homes in the early future. Whether our object will be understood 
by all we cannot tell. But-we do trust that educated natives, by their speech and 
by their writings, will lead their countrymen to the truth in this'importent 
matter, and rise superior to paltry cayil, recognising the urgeney and greatness 
of the need, But whatever be the view taken by the people as a whole, the 
sympathies and aid of this Council will not*be wanting to the head of this 
oyernment, into whose hands was put but yesterday what (if I may quote 
Carlyle) “seemed to be the rudder of Government, but has for the present 
turned out rather the spigot of taxation, wherewith he must tap, and the more 
snppiney the nearer the lees.” 
With these -emarks I beg to move for leaive to bring in the Bill. 
The motion was agreed to. 


“EMIGRATION TO CHITTAGONG AND THE CHITTAGONG 
HILL TRACTS. 1 


Tue Hon’six Mn, Mackenzie moved that in the list of Select Committees 
his name may be substituted for that of the Hon'ble Mr. Bell as member in 
charge of the Bill to extend the Labor Districts Emigration Act, 1878, to the 
district of Chittagong and to the Chittagong Hill Tracts, and that*the Hon’ble 
Mr. Brown be added to the Committee. a . 

The motion was agreed to. bd r 

The Council adjourned to Saturday, the 5th January 1878. 
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Saturday, the 5th January 1878, 


Present: . 


His Hoyor tne Lirevrenant-Governor or Benga, presiding, se. 
The Hon'ble G. C. Paux, Acting Advocate- General, 

The Hon’ble H. J, Rrynops, 

The Hon'ble A. Mackenzre, * 

The Hon'ble 8, C. Baruey, 

The Hon’ble H. T. Prrxser, 

The Hon'ble Banoo Ramsuunker Sex, Rat Banavoor, 

The Hon’ble Banoo Isser Cuunper Mrrrer, Rat Banavoor, 
The Hon’ble Banoo Krisropas Pat, Rat Banapoor, 

"Lhe Hon’ble Nawarn Mrerr Manomep Aut, 

The Hon’ble H. F’. Brown, 

The Hon'ble Rasan Prawarna Narna Roy, Banavoar, 


an 
The Hon’ble F. Junxras. : 

POWERS OF SETTLEMENT OFFICERS AS TO ENHANCEMENT 

OF RENT. 


Tue How’ste Mr. Reyxoins moved. that tho Bill to define and limit the 
powers of settlement officers in respost to the enhancement of rents be read in 
Council. He said in moving that the Bill be read, it would not ‘be necessary 
to add very much to what he said at the last meeting of the Council in moving 
for leave to introduce the Bill. *The Bill was a short and simple measure, and 
hon’ble, members could easily satisfy themselves that it was framed in accord- 
ance with the outlines which he had sketched on the previous occasion. The 
object of limiting the, powers of settlement officers was effected by section 2 
which provided that no settlement officer’ should enhance the rent.of any ryot 
Wie’ hada Hiptit of cooupauty extent ont sims ons of the erounde ‘preversbed in 
the Rent Law; in other words, in the cases im which landlords themselves might 
enhartce.. But when this had’ been done,-and wheh the registers had been con- 
firmed by the superior revenue contractors, it seemed only reasonable that the 
rate of rent fixed by the settlement officers should be presumed correct until 
the contrary was shown to the, satisfactions of the Civil Court, and'that if a 
ryot desired to contest the proceeding of the settlement officer, he should be 
required to do it within a reasonable period of time. Mr. Reynolds did not 
think he need detain the Council any further. 

The Hon’sre Banoo Knisropas Pat said, in supporting this Bill, he 
wished to make one or two suggestions. The object of the Bill was to reduce 
litigation, and ‘he thought the provisions of the Bil would apply equally well to 
wards’ estates and attached estates in the hands of Government, which were 
practically administered by the Collector during the minority of the ward, or 
the time during which the estate was under attachment. He would also 
suggest that where the zemindar should be willing to avail himself of 
the agency of the revenue authorities in making settlments, he should be allowed 
to petition the Collector for the employment of such agency, on behalf of the 
zemindar, provided he found the cost of such agency. In all cases the right of 
the ryot fo contest the decision of the settlement fie in the Civil Court would 
of course be given, If the Epgneole of the Bill were extended in this general 
way, Baboo Kristo Dass Pal thought it would,help greatly to reduce litigation 
between landlord and tenant, and relieve the Civil Courts to a considerable 
extent. He threw out these hints for the consideration of hon’ble members 
and the Select Committee to whom the Bill would be referred. 

“The motion was agreed to, and the Bill referred to, a Select Committee, 
consisting of the Hon'ble Mr. Prinsep, the Hon’ble Baboo Ram Shunker Sen, 
and the mover, with instructions to-report in two weeks. . 

\ : 


: * 
. 


26 * SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, JANUARY 9, 1878. 

















LICENSE TAX ox TRADES, DEALINGS, axp INDUSTRIES. 


‘Tue How’ste Mr. Mackenzie said that in moving that, this Bill be read in 
Council he had but little to add to the lengthy statement that tired the patience 
of the-Council at its last meeting. On that occasion, although the Bill was not 
formally introduced, he was able to place in the hands of hon’ble members a 
proof copy ofits provisions. In the Bill as now before Council, some few alter- 
ations have been made to which he might be permitted briefly to refer. 

.* In the first place the title and phraseology of the Bill had been slightly 
modified, so as to show more clearly the intent and incidence of the taxation 
roposed. Instead of tax upon “ arts, trades, and dealings,” the wording would 
i“ te im future a tax upon “ trades, dealings, and industries.” He need hardly say 
that this modification involved no change of pian, Government used the word 
“ arts” originally in the simple sense of métier, and not with any reference to the 
fine arts (if such there were in India), the art of medicine, the art of making the 
worse appear the better reason, or other arts of the nature of professions. 
But to avoid any misunderstanding they had amended the phrase to one about 
which no doubt could arise. ‘ 

Then, again, some of his native friends, with keen prevision of possible 
abuses, had expressed a fear lest, under the Bill as it stood, some zealous canoongo 
or heartless sul rdepaty should seizeand tax those poverty-stricken old ladies who 
lived by peddling odds and eyds at country markets. Government had no desire 
to tax these dames or any ‘others, male dr female, who were similarly afflicted 
and distressed in worldly estate. Accordingly they had inserted a provision 
that the tax should not be more than two per cent. upon the earnings of am 
one brought under it. The lowest: rate of tax being one rupee, hon’ble 
members would sce that, all incomes of less than fifty rapees would thus be able 
to claim exemption, . 2 ie 

This introduction of the principle of percentage was, it would be observed, 
not a surreptitious recurrence to the close assessments of the income-tax, but 
merely the provision of an ultimate standard to which the assessee, and he 
only, might appeal if he disputed the rough classification of the Collector. 
It might be desirable, however, with reference to this change, to revise fife rates 
of tax proposed in the schedule, so as to assimilate them more closely to some 
of the rates in the Bills now before the‘Supreme Council. The local Govern- 
ment did not propose to abandon their own principle of widely distinct grades, 
but perhaps Instead, of Ra, 100, Rs. 32, Rs, 10, and Rs. 4, thoy might take 
Rs. 100, Rs. 40, Rs. 15, and Rs. 5, rates affecting respectively, incomes of,and 
over Rs, 5,000, Rs, 2,600, Rs, 750, and Rs, 260 per annum, 

‘Te discourage more positively all inquisitorial procedure, they. had adopted 
also the proviso of the North-Western Provinces, + that no. evidence should 
ever be called for by the Collector saye.at the insfance of a petitioner, or,in order 
to test facts alleged by an objector to-the Collector's assessment. 

Lastly, they had both in the preamble, and in. the section ing-the 
disposal of the proceeds of the tax made it clear that the object. of the measure 
was to enable provincial resources to meet charges incurred; or.to be incurred, 
here or elsewhere, on aecount of famine. « 
3 With these remarks he begged to move that, tho Bill, be. now read: in. 

ouncil. 

‘The How’site Bapoo Krisropss. Pa, said, he belieyedihe spoke the. sense 
of the Council when he said that they, felt.greatly beholden to the. hon’ble 
mover of the Bill, for his able, elaborate, and eloquent, exposition. of the 
circumstances which hgd led to the proposed, measure, Thee, could not 
bo a single meniber of this Council who. was not-fully alive to. the gravity. 
of the present crisis, to, the, sacredness of the cause which the Government 
had advanced for raising fresh taxes, and to, the obligation’ resting upon 
himself, as upon the community, at large, to. assist the Government, in | 
discharge of this, difficult and dfsagrocable task. The Government of India. 
had performed a noble work; and whateyer differences of opinion, might exist as 
to details, there could be but one, opinion as to the humane and benevolent 
motive which actuated it in throwing open the national ‘treasury for the salva- 
tion of” the lives of the'famine-stricken millions, the deyotion and ifice., 
with which His Exeellency.the Viceroy, headed, the famine campaign when. 
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it wag at its worst, and the indefatigable industry and uncomplaining patience 
and verance with which one and all engaged in this mission of merey had 
fulfilled’ ¢ their appointed duties. The people of India felt profoundly grateful 
to the British Government and to the Great British nation, whielr had mani- 
fested its sympathy with the suffering subjects of the Queen in India by.a 
spontaneous outburst of national charity the like of which was not known in 
history. Remembering these circumstances, there could hardly be any section 
of the Indian community which would not cheerfully bedr its legitimate. 
burdens to meet ‘the vast expenditure which’ had been incurred im copitig © 
with this national calamity. . 

There weré, as the Hon’ble the Finance Minster said elsewhere, two 
courses open to Government for meeting the famine expenditure—by reducing 
exponditure or by raising fresh taxes. Banoo Krisropas Pau was one of those 
who thought that the first was Perfectly feasible, but it required time, consi- 
deration, and determination. His Honor the President lately indicated in 
another place the directions in which economy might be justly and safely 
enforced; and so long as there was the slightest room for retrenchment, the 
Government would not be true to itself, to the millions whose destinies had 
Deen committed by Providence to its charge, and to the Crown which it 
represented, to let slip any opportunity for effecting it. A penny taken 
from the people, where it could be saved, was, he respectfully submitted, a 
peuny taken wrongtully. But ashe had said, économy, though perfectly 
feasible, could not be efiected in a day, and in the meantime money must be 
had. Additional tékation had thus become inevitable. But it would haye been 
gratifying to the people if the Government, while laying new burdens upon them, 
had assured them that they would be temporary—that they would be remitted 
say at the end of; three or four years, when the necessary refrenchments had been 
made. If the rules of this‘Council wofld permit him, he would suggest that 
the Council, while recognizing its duty to respond to the call of the Government 
of India to provide means for additional revenue, should urge upon it with due 
emphasis the imperative necessity of enforcing economy wherever practicable 
in justice to the tax-payers. 

He now turned to the proposed scheme of taxation and themode of its appli- 
cation Heat once admijtted that the trading and professional classes.did not 
contribute to the necessities of the State in proportion to their means or to the 
benefits which they had derived from British rule. He had, he confessed, a 
repugnance to direct taxation in this country, because, as he humbly conceived, 
it was not suited to its circumstances; but’he could not deny that he could not 
think of any mode of indirect taxation by which the trading and professional 
classes: ould be successfully reached andthe revenue would be “arodactlye As 
regards the Bill before the Counql, he must do the hon’ble author of it the 
justice to say that it had been prepared with great care; thatits leading object 
had been to produce a maximum of revenue With aminimum of oppression. 

As regarded the Bill before, then he must, in justice to the hon’ble 
member in charge of it, say that it had been prepared with great care, 
and,that its leading object had been to produce a maximum of revenue with 
a, ininimum, of oppression. Although the hon’ble member informed /us at the 
outset, that the Gbject of the Government of India was not to sanction an 
Income-tax, the Bill was. to all intents and purposes to raise an ‘Income-tax. 
There would’ not be that inquisitorial inquiry incidental to assessments. under 
an Ineome-tax, but the Schedule had been so devised that a Collector in assess- 
ing persons. must haye regard to the earnings of the assessee. In fact, in the 
revised. eile ie Soar a an a been aoguees with a 
view. to preyent: tho abuse o! er, providing that no person shall be assessed 
at a highon ato Dinativennenicnecs bie earnings. So, however we might 
frame a, License-tax, it could not but have the appearances and ‘the character of a 

Income-tix, and if there was to be an Incqme-tax, in some form or other, 

p it would have been better to Word it in the right form. He could not 
ny that the Schedule as framed distributed the incidence of taxation very un- 
equally, The: maximum was Rs, 200, which at the rate of 2 per ‘cent. 
covered incemes.of Rs, 10,000 annually. Now, all persons. having profits: or 
from any trades, dealings or industries above Rs. 10,000 paid Rs. 200 
ly; 80 that'the highest classes of’ merchants, bankers, and mahajans were 
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assossed at almost a nominal sum. On the other hand, when we came down to 
the minimim we found that any person who had an income of Rs, 50 per 
annum, or a little over Rs. 4 per mensem, would be assessed with a 2 per cent. 
tax, although the amount he would have to pay, one rupee, would be very small. 
Now a person with Rs. 4 per month barely lived from hand to mouth. In 


fact, his existonce was a struggle, and yet he was called upon to pay one rupee 


per annum} while all persons who earned from any trade or dealing Rs. 10,000 
or upwards per annum were called upon to pay Rs. 200 per annum, which 


“bécame less and less in proportion to their incomes as the amount of incomes 


increased. He for one was of opinion hat in order to be just, to the poorer 
classes of persons who would come under the Bill, the maximum should be 
raised to Rs, 500, which was the maximum umount of the License-tax of 
Mr. Massey, in 1867. 

Then he would also suggest revision of the Schedule. The hon’ble 
member in charge of the Bill had anticipated him in saying that the gaps in 
the grade and classes were too wide. For instance, from Rs. 32 to 100. Well 
an assessment of 2 per cent. upon earning of Rs. 5,000 per annum would give 
Rs. 100 as the amount of the tax. On the other hand, an-income of Rs. 1,600 

annum would give under class 3, Rs. 82, all incomes or earnings between 
Rs. 5,000 and Rs. 1,600 being rated at Rs. 100 as the Schedule stood, This 
gap, he took it, was very wide. “It would press very severely upon a very large 
class of people whose earnings fell within this limit. The same remarks applied 
to class 4, the fee of which was given at Rs. 10. A fee of Rs. 10 would cover 
incomes of Rs. 500, and a fee of Rs, 32 would cover incomes of Rs. 1,600, so 
all incomes between Rs. 1,600 ‘and Rs. 500 would be covered by a fee of 
Rs. 32. The gap here again was very wide, In fact, the practical effect of 
the Schedule, as it stood, would be that earnings of the humbler classes of 
traders and dcalers would be subject to much heavier duty than those of the 
first class of mérchants, bankers, and mahajans. This was an inequality which 
he was sure the hon’ble member in charge of the Bill did not contemplate, and 
which, Banoo Kristopas Pau hoped, would be remedied in Select Committee. 
He was aware that this inequality could not be wholly removed in any scheme 
of a License-tax; for the incidence would not be in proportion to the umuunt of 

*incomés, but so far as it might be practicable, it ought.to be redressed. 

Then he turned to the mode of‘agsessments. In the first place the Collector 
was required to prepare lists of all persons liable to the tax. The Collector 
would be assisted by municipalities and chowkeedaree’ unions in the prepara- 
tion of these lists, The Collector would have the power of compelling 
Municipal Committees and unions to furnish him awith returns. He might 
adopt these returns or he might not. Where the agency of the municipality 
or chowkeedaree uniors was not tvailable, the Collector might employ his own 
agency to prepare these lists, He would then publish these lists, or cause so 
much of the lists to be published in certain villages as might be necessary, and 
if a person within 80 days did not file an objection, the assessment entered in 
the list should be considered final. If any assessee objected, the Collector 
would decide, but it was not stated whether the objection was to be on plain 
or on stamp paper. "No appeal was to be allowed from the decision of the 
Collector. ‘The system, so far as he could judge, was simple and speedy; but 
he thought is would give greater satisfaction to the people if provision were 
made, in some form or another, for an appeal. “Under ur, Massey’s License- 
tax an appeal was allowed from the decision of the Collector to the Com- 
missioner of Revenue. It struck*him that the circumstances with: which 
they had to teal would not necessitate an admission of appeal to the Com- 
missioner in all cases, and that if it was made obligatory on tl Commissioners 
to hear appeals from assessments in all cases -of Shin. cy she was. sure the 
Commissioner would never find time to work. But as the Bill provided that 
municipalities were to igen yoturns for the Collector, might not the object be 
attained by allowing the objector to file his'objectionsin the first instance before’ 
the Municipal Commissioners or a bench of Commissioners, and if he was dis- 
satisfied with their ‘decision, he might be allowed Be oe to the Collector. 
One appeal Banoo Krisropas Pai thought would be de: for reasons. 
In the first place if it was the District Collector who was to do all the work 
with his own hands, it would be a different thing altogether, but as the Bill 
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it was at its worst, and the indefatigable industry and uncomplaining patience 
and perseverance with which one and all engaged in this mission of merey had 
fulfilled their appointed duties. The people of India felt profoundly. grateful 
to the British Government and to the great British nation, which had mani- 
fested its sympathy with the suffering subjects of the Queen jn India by a 
spontaneous outburst of national charity, the like of which was not known in 
history. Remombering these circumstances, there could hardly be any seetien 
of the Indian community which would not cheerfully bear its legitimate 








burdens to mect the vast expenditure which had been incurred in coping 


with this national calamity. 

There were, as the hon’ble the finance minister said elsewhere, two 
courses open to Government for meeting the famine expenditure—by reducing 
expenditure or by raising fresh taxes, Banoo Krisropas Pau was one of those 
who thought that the first was perfectly feasible, but it required time, consi- 
deration, and determination. His Honor the President lately indicated in 
another place the directions in which economy might be justly and safely 
enforced ; and so long as there was the slightest room for retrenchment, the 
Government would not be true to itself, to the millions whose destinies had 
been committed by a beneficent Providence to its charge, and to the Crown which 
it represented, to let slip any opportunity for effecting it. A penny taken 
from the people, where it could be saved, was, hé respectfully submitted, a 

mny taken wrongfully, But ase had said, economy, though perfectly 
Feasible, could not be effected in a day, and.in the meantime money must be 
had. Additional taxation had thus become inevitable. But it would have been 
gratifying to the people if the Government, while laying new burdens upon them, 
had given them an assurance that they would be temporary—that they would be 
remitted say at the end of three or four years, when the necessayy retrenchments 
had been made. Ifthe rules of this Council would permit him, he would suggest 
that the Council, while recognizing its duty to respond to the call of the Govern- 
ment of India to provide means for additional revenue, should urge upon it with 
due emphasis the imperative necessity of enforcing economy wherever practicable 
in justice to the tax-payers. ¥ “ : i 

He now turned to the proposed scheme of taxation and the mode of its appli- 
eation. He at once admitted that the trading and professional classes did not 
contribute to the necessities of the-State in proportion to their means or to the 
benefits which they had derived from British rule. He had, he confessed, a 
Yepugnance to direct taxation in this country, because, as he humbly conceived, 
it was not suited to its ‘circumstances; but he could not deny thut he could not 
think of any mode of indirect taxation by which the trading and professional 
classes could be successfully reathed and the revenue would be productive. 

As regarded the Bill before the Council, he must, in justice to the hon’ble 
member in charge of it, say that it had been prepared with great care, 
and that its leading object had been to produce a maximum of revenue with 
a minimum of oppression. Although the hon’ble member had informed the 
Council at the outsetthat. the Government of India was not disposed to sanction 
amincomo-tax, the proposed license-tax was to all intents and papoose a rough 
income-tax. It was true that there would not be that inquisitorial inquiry inei- 
dental to axsessments under an,income-tax, but the schedule had Veen so devised 
that a Collector in assessing’ persons must have regard to the earnings of the 
assesseo, In fact, in the revised Bill had been circulated, a section had 
been introduced with a view to prevent of powergproviding that no person 
should be assessed ata higher rate thé 2 cent. upon his earnings. So, 
however we might frame a license-tax, it eh wot but have the appearance and 
the charheter ofa rough income-tax ; and if there was to be an income-tax in 
sonte form or ether, perhaps it would have been better to have it in the right form. 
He could not deny thatthe schedule as framed'distributed the incidence of taxa- 
tion yery w » The maximum figure was Rs. 200, which at the rate of 2 
percent, covered incomes of Rs. 10,000 annually. Now, all persons having profits 
or iad from any trades, dealings or industries above Rs. 10,000 would pay 
Rs, 201 b ly} 80 that the higher classes of merchants, ‘bankers, and mahajans 
would be assessed at an almost nominal. sum. On the other hand, on coming down 
to the ‘minimum, we found that any person who had an income of Rs. 60 per 
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annum, or a little over Rs. 4 per mensem, would be assessed with a 2 per cent. 
tax, although the amount he would have to pay—one rapee—would be very small. 

Now a person with Rs. 4 per month barely lived from hand to mouth. In fact, 
his .existence was # struggle, and yet he would be called upon to pay one rupee 

er annum; while all persons who earned from any trade or dealing more than 
Rs. 10,000 per annum would be liable to pay Rs. 200,per annum, which 
became less and less in proportion to their mcomes as the amount of incomes 
increased. He for one was OF opicion that in order to be just to the poorer 
classes of persons who would come under the Bill,.the maximum should at 

“any rate be raised to Rs, 500, which was the maximum amount of the 
licenso-tax of Mr. Massey in 1867. . 

Then he would suggest a revision of the schedule. The hon’ble member 
in charge of the Bill had anticipated him in saying that the gaps in the grades 
or classes were too wide. For instance, from Rs. 32 to 100, Well, an assessment 
of 2 per cent. upon an earning or income of Rs. 5,000 per annum would give 
Rs. 100 as the amount of the tax, On the other hand, an income of, Rs. 1,600 
per annum would carry, under class 8, Rs. 82, all incomes or earnings between 
Rs. 5,000 and Rs. 1,600 being rated at Rs. 100 as the schedule stood. This 
gap, he took it, was very wide. Ip would press very severely upon a very large 
class of people whose earnings fell within this limit. The same remarks applied 
to class 4, the fee of which was given at Rs. 10, A feo of Rs, 10 would cover 
an income of Rs. 500, and a fee of Rs, 32 would cover an income of Rs. 1,600 ; 
80 that all incomes between Rs. 1,600 and Rs. 500 would be covered by u fee of 
Rs. 32. The gap here again was very wide. In fact, the practical effect of 
the schedule as it stood would be that earnings of the humbler classes of 
traders and dealers would be subject’ to ¢ much heavier duty than those of 
first class merchants, bankers, and mahajahs. This was an inequality which 
he was sure the hon’ble member in charge of the Bill did not contemplate, and 
which, Banoo Krisropas Pan hoped, would be remedied in Select Committee. 

+ He was aware that this inequality could not be wholly removed under any scheme 
of a license-tax, for the incidence would not be in proportion to the amount of 
incomes, but.so far as it might be practi it ought to be redressed, 

* He next turned to the mode of assessment. In the first place the Collector 
was required to prepare lists of all pexsons liable to the tax. The Collector 
would be assisted by municipalities and chowkidari unions in the prepara- 
tion of these lists.” The Collector would have the ‘power of éompelling 
municipal committees and unions to furnish him with returns. He might 
adopt these returns or he might not. Where the’ agency of the municipality 
or chowkidari union was not available, the Collector might employ his own 
agency to prepare these lists. He would then «publish these lists, or cause so 
much of the lists to be published in certain villages as might be necessary, and 
if a person within 30 days did not file an objection, the assessment entered in 
the list should be considered final. If any assessee objected the Collector 
would decide, but it was not stated whether the objection was to be on plain 
or on stamped paper.. No appeal was to be allowed from the decision of the 
Collector. The system, so far as he could judgo, was simple and speedy; but 
he thought it would give gronter satisfaction to the people if provision were 
made, in somé form or another, for an appeal. Under Mr. Massey's license- 
tax an appeal was allowod from the decision of the Collector to the Com- 
missioner of Revenue. It struck _% that the circumstances with which 

















they had to deal woujd not a of an appeal to the . Comihissioner 
in all cases; for if it was made obligatory on the Commissioner to hear 
appeals from assessments in all cases, he was afraid that that officer avould not 
find time for other work. But as the Bill provided that municipalities wore 
to prepare returns for the Collector, mi; Et not the object be attained by 
allowing the objector tofile his objections, in tho first instance, hefore the Municipal 
Commissioners or a bench of Commissioners, and if he was dissatisfied with © 
their decision, he might be allowed to appeal to the Collector? One 
appeal Banoo Kuistopas Pat thought would be desirable for many reasons. 
In tlie first plese, if it was the District Collector who was to, do all the work 
with his own hands, it would be a different thing altogether; but as the Bill 
* provided, and as it might be well imagined, the District Oollector could not have 
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the necessary time for the performance of the details of the work} the details 
would necessarily devolve upon the Deputy Collector, or some other subordinate 
officer whom the Collector might nominate. Now, the Deputy or the Sub-Deputy- 
“Collector might be very naturally desirous of showing as good a financial return 
as he could, and in his zeal for revenue he might be led to sacrifice justice. But 
if an appeal was allowed from the decision of the assessing officer to"the District 
Collector, there would be less room for injustice. Even in Calcutta, under g 
vigilant public press, and with a public which was well able to take care’ 
of itself,—even here, he said, an appeal was allowed from the assessment 
of the Chairman in license cases toa bench of Cominissioners; and if there 
was necessity for an appeal in a place like Calcutta, such necessity certainly 
existed in a much greater degree in the mofussil. He had incidentally alluded 
to the question’ of stamps, and he was not unaware that this Council had no 
wer to interfere with the stamp duty; but he submitted it would be exceed- 
ingly hard if an objector, who was assessed under the last class at Ke. 1, or 
under class 6 at Rs. 2, was made to file his application on a stamped paper of eight 
aunas. Perhaps the Government of India would not refuse to consider this matter 
if a proper representation was made on the subject by the local Government. 

He then found that sections 26 and 27, particularly the former, provided for a 
sort of Aukamnamah to municipalities to pay inthe full amount of the tax whether 
realized or not 1t did not say that the amount of the tax as realized should 
be paid into the Collectorate, but that within a certain time a certain amount 
must be paid in, and if it was not paid in, under section 27 Government 
would have the power of deducting the, amount from any fund or funds 
standing at the credit of the municipality. Now such a provision, he was 
afraid, would hamper the action ef municipalities. They were charged 
with the duty of preparing lists, then“of making assessments, then,of colleetion, 
and even if the hin amount was not collected, they would have to make it 
good. And what was the consideration they would receive? Not even the 
expenses incurred in realizing the tax: for if he understood section 27 aright, 
it provided that the Commissioner and Magistrate might appropriate any sum 
the municipality might have at its credit to defray any sum leviable from it 
under section 25. He did not clearly understand this part of tho section, 
whether it meant that the municipal revenues might be applied to the pay- 
ment of the tax, realized or not, or whother the same might be appropriated 
to the defrayal of thé cost of assessment and collection, if any. He thought 
shat municipalities ought to be allowed the necessary charges for assessment 
and collection of the tax, and that they should be required to pay in the 
amount of the tax as realized, and not whether realized or not. 

Then he turned to the schedule for Calcitta. He was afraid that the impo- 
sition of this tax on persons engaged in trades and professions, particularly on 
persons coming under the lower grades, would press very severely on them. If it 
were open tp hit, he would suggest that the lower classes in this schedule shquld 
be knocked off, so that only the richer class should be made to pay. He knew 
from his own experience, both as a Municipal Commissioner and as an Honorary 
Magistrate, that the license-tax did press very heavily on the poorer classes of 
traders in this town, ticularly the occupiers of stalls in markets and 
itinerant dealers, and ‘ther persons in that position. But the Calvutta schedule 
suggested another consideration. In this schedule persons who were usually 
denominated as professional persons were included within the scope of 
taxation ;* for instance, barristers, attorneys, pleaders, physicians, and the 
like. Now. if it was consistent with the object of the Bill to include these 
professional persons within the scope of taxation, he did not see any reason 
why thetsanie principle should not be extended to persons pursuing professional 
avocations oytside Calcutta, in mofussil towns and. stations. it any class of 

. thé community had thriven more than another under British rule, it was, he 
must confess, the legal profession, and he could not see any reason why 4 
pleader of the High Court should be taxed, and the pleader of the district or 
subordinate Court should not be taxed, If it was the duty of the community 
to bear the charges of uecyne the famine expenditure-which had been lately 
ineurred,.or which might hereafter incurred, he thought those classés 
which-were able to bear the charge most easily, such as the legal and medicals, 





80 SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, JANUARY 9, 1878. 

















professions, ‘which had prospered most under British rule, should be called 
upon to pay. . - ‘ 

The last point was the mode of application of the revenue, which would be 
raised under the Bill. His friend the hon'ble mover of the Bill had last week 
“told the Council that this measure was the final outcome of the policy of decen- 
tralization which was inaugurated in 1870. Banoo Krisrqpas Par understood 
the policy of decentralization to, be that the local Government should have the 
liberty to apply its own resources to the benefit of its own province. ‘This Couneil 
had some discussion on this point last year whon the Public Works Cess Bill 
was before it. He then’ teok the liberty to point out to the Council the great 
injustice which had been done to Bengal from the early connection of the 
British Government with it, inasmuch as the revenues of Bengal had been 
to a great extent applied to the benefit of other provinces, ard local works of 

permanent utility and Igeal improvements had been absolutely starved. 
is Honor the President was then pleased to point out that whatever might 
have been the policy in the past, it would be changed in the future; that if 
Bengal had been the milch-cow before, it would now be allowed to use its 
own milk; and .on that ground the Council was asked to agree to the 
Provincial Public Works Cess Bill, because the principle of the Bill was 
that the revenue derived from it would be applied to works which were in 
existence, or which might be constructed within the territories subject to His 
Honor’s government. banoo Krisropas Pau could understand the object of 
that Bill so far. But in this Bill, it was ‘expressly provided thatthe revenue 
derived under it might be applied at the discretion of the Governor-General in 
Council either to famine purposes connected with these provinces, or with the 
other provinces of British India. Now, he respectfully and humbly contended 
that that was not carrying out the policy of decentralization in the spirit in 
which it had been promulgated and m the way in which it had been hitherto 
undorstood, and in which it had been interpreted iy this Council last-year. It 
might be said that the famine expenditure of 1877 was fairly chargeable to the 
whole empire, and that Bengal as a part of the empire ought to bear a por- 
tion of, Tish. expenidteate. He bowed to that opinion. But what wes the 
tmount of the famine expenditure? The total expenditure on account of 
the Bombay. and Madras famine came to. about 9} millions sterling, and if 
that amount were to be raised by means of a loan, the interest-charge upon it 
would not exceed 40 lakhs of rupees; and if Bengal were called upon to Bene a 
. fair proportion of this charge, its share would be considerably less than the 
revenue to be derived under this Bill. The Government of India had been 
pleased to remit two annas in the salt duty in Bengal. His Honor had rightly 
ointed out that this sacrifice of revenue wasea concession to sentiment. In 
engal they did not in the slightest, degree feol the pressure of the salt duty, 
but a two-anna remission of the salt duty involved a sacrifice of about ten lak 
of rupees per annum, and the relief per Teall would scarcely conie tone pice per 
annum. Now, if the Government of India had transferred these two annas to the 
local Governmeat, perhaps the proceeds would cover Bengal’s quota for interest- 
charge. But let that pass. He found from the statement made by the hon’ble 
member in charge of the Bill that the produce of the license-tax would be 
somewhere alfout 40 lukhs of rupees. Even if they had paid ten lakhs of rupees 
as their quota for interest, there would be to their credit 30 lakhs of rupees ; 
and if they applied this'surplus to purposes which would benefit them, the t&x- 
payers would faveagnd sutisfaction. But the Bill provided that the Governor- 
Gencrai in Council might apply the revenue to the benefit of any other’ province. 
Where then, he asked, was that local freedom, that local self-relianceyon pre 
of which they were asked to impose these local taxes? Within the list seven 
years Bengal had been burdened with a local taxation of about a million sterling. 
‘The road cess, the* provincial petke works cess, and the present license-tax 
would yield in the gate about a million a year, and all this heavy taxation 
had been imposed on the assumption that Bengal alone would benofit by this sys 
tem of taxation. In fact, when His Grace the Duke of ll sanctionéd the. 
sent scheme of local taxation for Bengal in his roag cess ‘ch, he 
that he sanctioned it because he hoped thatthe benefits to be derived would 
# be direct, immediate, and ‘palpable. But the tendency of this taxation had 
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been simply (he spoke under correction) to relieye the ‘Imperial Exchequer. 
Roads in Ben were hitherto maintained from imperial funds, and they 
were now for the most part maintained from the Road Cess Fund; railways and 
canals were hitherto maintained from imperial funds, now they were to be 
maintained from the Provincial Public Works Cess Fund; and now that another 
heavy tax was to bg imposed, although no works were specified fof the applica- 
tion of the tax, they were told that the revenue might be applied just as the 
Governor-General in Council might think fit. He admitted that in finantial 
matters this Council had no independence ; that it must carry out the orders of 


the Government of India on that subjent But if the Government wished to - 


be consistent in its policy of provincial finance, he thought they had every right 
to ask it to allow them to spend the revenue for the benefit of their own pro- 
vince. He-did not think that the members of the Council would accept the 
ition that they sat there simply to register the decrees of the Government of 
ndia for the imposition of taxes, without satisfying the people that the taxes 
proposed to be Jevied from them would be applied to their benefit. He would 
therefore suggest that due provision be made in this Bill, that after paying 
whatever sum the Government of India might call upon Bengal to pay as’ fair 
and equitable for the interest-charge on accoynt of the famine loan, the surplus 
might be applied to works or purposes which might be considered needful 
as an insurance against the famine in Bengal. vex 
His Honor Tar Present said that the cordial support which had been 
given to the principle of this Bill by his hon’ble friend who had just spoken 
was precisely of that character which he should have expected haa him as 
representing the educated opinion of Bengal. But, when dealing with the details 
of the measure, he seemed rather te have departed from his original approval 
of that principle.’ His Honor did st propose to follow the hon’ble member 
in all his remarks gn the Bill, because the bulk of them related to questions of 
detail which would have to be considered by the Select Committee of which His 
Honor hoped he would consent tobe a member. He felt sure that the Committee 
would give their fullest consideration to any. suggestions in reference to the framing 
of the schedule, yee and to the mode of assessment whichthe hon’ble mem- 
ber might bring hefore them. But there was more than one point just raiséd 
which really affected the principle of; the Bill rather than its.details. The 
hon’ble gentlemen objected ¢o the Bill on the ground that it partook of the 
nature a: an income tax. Having done that, .he proceeded to criticise it 
‘practically on the pout that it was not an income tax, and complained of the 
very steps which Government had taken to prevent its having any appearance 
of being an income tax as being the weak, points of the measure. Take for 
instance the first class in the schedule, the maximum of which was a iax 
of Rs. 200, his hon’ble friend objected to that as being an inadequate assess- 
ment on the incomes of the richer classes of merchants, and proposed to 
fix a rate of Rs. 500. Originally the Government had intended to tk arate 
of Rs. 500, and even at one time thought of fixing the maximum at Rs, 1,000. 
But they rejected it, because they wished to avoid anything which had the 
slightest appearance of an assessment upon income, involving avy inqui 
analysis of a man’s profits, though of course the schedule was a very rough form 
of assessments upon incomes to the extent to which it went; but it was so 
graded that men could be assessed by one class or the other of the graduated 
scale witout any sort of inquisition. “In addition to this, it was found that 
this highor scale of assessment of Rs. 500 would produce. an infinitesimal 
amount 6f revenue compared to the revenue whick was expected from the 
lower grades, and would be open to all the objections to inquisitorial proceed- 
ings the hon’ble member raised to an income tax. This Honor was very 
much isqd to find how little they should get by raising the highest grade 
. from’ Rs. 200 to Rs, 500, and how very muvh less they would derive from a 
fe above Rs. 500. He had not got the figures before him, but he believed 
hon’ble fiend Mr, Mackenzie would be able to satisfy the Committee that 
the ar to be obtained in this way would be quite insufficient to warrant 
‘a heavy increase of the rate which would cause- great dissatisfaction, 


b 


and must-alsolead to much annoyance in investigating the incomes of mer- 
Goats kaise) Peaualig, as the: had alscaiy’ anid, bas how'ble, friend’ 
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provided, and as it might be well imagined, the District Collector could not haye *, 
the necessary time for the performance of tho details of the work; that would 
necessarily devolve upon the Deputy Collector or some other subordinate 
officer whom the Collector might nominate. Now the Deputy or the Sub-Deputy 
Collector might be very naturally desirous of showing as good a financial return 
as he could, and in his zeal forrevenue he might be led to sacrifice justice. But 
if an appeal was allowed from the decision of the assessing officer to the District 
Collector, there would be less room for injustice. Even in Caleutta, under.a 
vigilant public Press and with a public which was well able. to take care 
of itself, even here, he said, an appeal was allowed from the assessment 
of the Chairman in license cases toa Bench of Commissioners, and if there’ 

s necessity for an appeal in a place like Culeutta, such necessity certainly 
existed in a much greater degree in the mofussil. LHe had incidentally alluded 
to the question of stamps, but he was not aware that this Council had 
power to intorfere with the stamp duty; but he submitted it, would be 
exceedingly hard if an objector, who was assessed under the last class at Re, 1 
or under class 6 at Rs. 2, was made to file his application on a stamp paper of 
eight annas. Perhaps the Government of India would not refuse to consider 
this matter if a proper representation was made on the subject by the local 
Government. . 

He then found that sections 25 and 27, particularly the former, provided 
for a sort of hukamnamah to municipalities to pay in the full amount of the tax 
whether realized or not. It didnot say that the amount of tax as realized should 
be paid into the Collectorate, but that within a certain time a certain amount 
must be paid in, and if it was not paid in, under section 27 Government 
would have the power of deducting the amount from any fund or funds 
standing at the credit .of the muycipality. Now such a provision, he was 
afraid, would hamper the action of municipalities. They were charged 
with the duty of preparing lists, then of making assessments, then with the 
duty of ‘collection, and even if the full amount was not collected they would 
have to make it good. And what was the ‘consideration they would receive ? 
Not even the expenses and trouble and charges incurred in realizing the 
tax; for if he understood section 27 aright, it provided thdt the-Commissiongr 
and Magistrate might Appropriate any sum the municipality might have at its 
eredit to defray any sum: leviuble‘from it under section 25. He did not clearly 
understand this part, of the section whether it meant that the Municipal 
revenues might be applied to thepayment of the tax, whether it was realized 
“or not, or whether the municipal revenues might be appropriated to the defrayal 
of the cost of collection and assessment, if any. Ho thought that municipalities 
ought to be allowed the necessary charges for assessment and collection of the 
tax, and that they sgpld bé required to pay inthe amount of the tax 
as realized, and not whether realized or not. 

Then be turned to the Schedule for Calcutta. Ho was afraid that the 
imposition of this tax on persons engaged in trades and professions, particularly 
‘on person of the lower classes, would press very severely on them If it were 
opened t him, he could suggest that the lower classes im this Schedule might 
be knocked of, so that only the rich in the town be made to pay. He know 
from his own experience, both as a Municipal Commissioner and as an Honorary 

istrate that the Licenso-tax did press very heavily on the poorer classes of 
tra in this sere eperisplacly the occupiers of stalls in markets and 
itinerant di and other persons in that position. But Calcutta Schedules 
suggested another consideration. In this Schocule persons who- were usually 
denominated as professional persons were included within the scope of 
taxation ;»for i ce, barristers, attorneys, pleaders, physicians, and the 
like. Now, if it was consistent with the object of tho Bill to include theso 

e persons within the scope of taxation for the purpose before us, 

ne did not see any reason why the same pritlciple should not be extended to 

ursuing thei ional avocations outside Calcutta, in mofussil towns 

‘the community had thriven more than another 

confess, the legal ion, and he could 

of the High Court should bo taxed, aud the 

Court should not be taxed. If it was the 
charges of meeting the famine which had * 
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,” Deen lately incurred, or which might be hereafter incurred, he thought those 
classes who were able to bear the charge most only such as the legal and 
medical professions who had preferred most under British rule, should be ealled 
‘upon to a 
eet lest joint was the mode of application of the revenue which could be 
raised under-the Bill. His friend the Ton'ble mover of the Bill last week told 
the Council that this measure was the final outcomo of the poliey of decentrali- 
adtion which was inaugurated in 1870, Banoo Krisropas Par ‘understood the 
policy of decentralization to be that the local Government should have liber 

. to apply its own resources to the benefit of itsown province. This Council 
had some discussion on this point last year when the Pablie Works  Cess Bill 
was before it. He then suns the liberty to point.out to the Council the great 
injustice which had been done to Bengal from the early connection of the 
British Government which it enjoyed, inasmuch as the revenues of the British 
Government had been to a great extent applied to the. benefit of other provinces 
and local works of public utility and improvement in this province had been 
absolutely starved. His Honor the President was then pleased to point out 
that,whatever might have been the policy of the past, it would be changed in 
the future; that if Bengal had been the milch-cow before, it ought now to 
be allowed to use its own milk, and on that ground the Council was asked to 
agree to the Provincial Public Works Cess Bill, because the principle of the Bill 
‘was that the revenue derived from it would be applied to works which were in 
existence, or which might be constructed within the territories subject to His 
Honor’s Government. Banoo Kristopas Pat could understand the object of 
that Bill so far. But in this Bill it was expressly provided that the revenue 
derived under it might be applied at the discretion of the Governor-General in 
Council, either to famine Li Pn conneated with these provinces, or with the 
other provinces of British India. Now, he ses reece 8 and humbly contended 
that that was not carrying out the policy of decentralization in the spirit in 
which it was recently promulgated in the way it had been hitherto understood, 
and in which it had eee interpreted in this Council last-year. It might be said 
that the famine expenditure of 1877 wasexpenditure incurred for the whole 

mpire, and that Bengal as a part of the Empire ought to bear a portion of the 
e expenditure incurred. He bowed to that opinion. But what-would bé 
the amount of that famine expenditure? Tlie total ‘expenditure on account of 
the Bombay and Madras famine came up to about 90 millions sterling; and if 
that amount were to be raised by means of a loan, the interest charged upon it 
would notexceed 40 lakhs of rupees, and if Bengal’were called upon to a 
fair proportion of this charge, its share would be considerably less than the 
revenue to be derived under this Bill. Tho Government of Tndin had been 
pleased to remit two annas in the salt duty in Bengal. His Honor rightl 
inted out that this sacrifice of revenue was consistant but sentimental. 4 
gal they did not in the slightest degree feel the pressure of the salt duty, 




















but a two-anna remission of the salt duty involved a sacrifice of ten lakhs per, 


annum, and the relief per head would scareely come to one pice per annum. 
Now, if the Government of India had aie sy ‘these “thie at to the 
local Government, perhaps the proceeds of that would have covered the 
amount, Bengal might be called upon to contribute as her quota for interest 
upon the famine loan of 1877. But let that go. He found from the statement 
made bythe hon’ble member in charge of the Bill that the produce of the 
License-tax would be somewhere about 40 lakhs. Even it they» had paid ten 
Jakhs as their quota, there would be to their credit 80 lakhs, and uf they applied 
that to purpose which would benefit them, the tax-payers would have some 
satisfaction. But the Bill provided that the Governor-General, i. Couticil 
might apply the revenue to the benefit of any other province. Where then, 
he asked, was that local freedom, that local self-reliance on which ‘ Y 


; “were 
asked to im these local taxes ? Within the last seven ‘Bengal , 
foes burdaid wit Cth Masten sf sbosrauaiiinesaloee ctnetaeaie 
Coss, the Provincia! Pablie. Works Cess, and the Litaweterseaild 

i a: the eegtoully IRIN area ae eee ‘and ll this ‘taxation had 
rimposed on the assum; ‘alone would benefit ‘system 
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thet he sanctioned it, because he hoped that the benefit to be derived would *. 
be direct, immediate, and palpable. But the tendency of this taxation ‘had 
been simply (he spoke ‘under correction) to relieve the Imperial exchequer. 
Roads in Bengal were hitherto maintained from imperial funds, and they 
were now maintained from provincial funds; railways and canals were 
hitherto maintained from imperial fands, now they were to be maintained from 
the provincial Public Works Cess funds; and now that fresh taxes were to be 
imposed, although no works were specified for the application of the tax, they 
were told that the revenue might be applied just as the Governor-General in 
Council saw fit. He admitted that in financial matters this Council had no . 
independence, that it must carry out the orders of the Government of India on 
that subject. But if the Government wished to be consistent in its policy of 
provincial finance, he thought they had every right to ask it to allow them to 
spend the revenue forthe benefit of its own province. He did not think that 

e members of the Council would allow that they sat there simply to register 
the decrees of the Government of India for the purpose of raising taxes without 
satisfying the people that the taxes osed to be levied from them would be 
applied to their benefit. He would therefore suggest that due provision be 
made in this Bill, that after paying whatever sum the Government of India 
might call upon Bengal to pay for interest charged on account of the famine 
loan, the surplus might be applied to works which might be considered noed- 
fu] for famine purposes in Bengal. 

His Howor rar Presmpent said that the cordial sup which had been 
given to the principle of this Bill by his hon’ble friend who had just spoken 
was precisely of that character which he should haye expected from him as 
representing the educated eral of Bengal. But, when dealing with the details 
of the measure, he seemed rather # have departed from his original approval 
of that principle. His Honor did not propose to follow the*hon’ble member 
in all his remarks on the Bill, because the bulk of them related to questions of 
detail whitch would have to be considered by the Select Committee of which His 
Honor hoped he would consent to bea member. He felt sure that the Committee 
would give their fullest consideration to any suggestions in reference to the framing 
of the schedule, to returns, and to the mode of assessment which the hon’ble mena- 
ber might bring beforé them. But therewas more than one point just raised 
which really affected thé principle of’the Bill rather than its details. The 
hon’ble oc objected to the Bill on the ground that it partook of the 

nature of an income tax. Having done that, he proceeded to eriticise it 
practically on the fie that it was not an income tax, and complained of the 
steps which Government had taken to prevent its having any supers 
of being an income tax as being the weal points of the measure. ‘Take for 
instance the first class in the schedule, the maximum of which was a tax 
of Rs. 200, his hon'ble friend objected to that as being an inadequate assess- 
ment on the ‘incomes of the richer classes of merchants, and pees to 
fix a rate of Rs. 600. Originally the Government had intended to fix a rate 
of Rs. 500, and even at one time thought of fixing the maximum at Rs. 1,000. 
_ But they rejected it, because they wish to avoid anything which had the 
slightest appearance of an assessment upon income, involving avy ion or 
analysis of a man’s profits, though of course the schedule was a very rough form 
of assessments upon incomes to the extent to which it went; but it was so 
graded that men could be assessed by one class or the other of the graduated 
‘scale without.any sort of inquisition. “In addition to this, it was found that 
‘this higher scale of Assessment of Rs. 500 would produce ‘an infinitesimal 
amount of revenue compared to the revenus which was e: d_ from the 
pelok te tanec si to all the objections to inquisitorial proceed- 
ings hon’ble raised to an income tax. His Honor was very 
much surprised to find how they should get by raising the highest grade 
+ from Rs. 200 to Rs, 500, and how very much less they would derive from a 
enous end Mey Mackensio woud bole to onsets ‘Commitee thet 
0 Mr. 1 zi be able to sati ittee that 
‘the to be obtained in this way would be quite insufficient ‘to warrant 
¢ inerease of the rate which would cause great dissatisfaction, 
ch annoyance in investigating the incomes of mer- 
ally, as he had: already ‘said, his hon’ble friend's 
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objection amounted to this, that the schedule was not an income tax rather 
than that it was. id 
Then His Hoxor would allude to another point which had been referred to, 
namely, the mode of assessing the license tax in Calcutta and in municipalities 
generally. His hon’ble friend argued that some allowance should be given to 
municipalities, on the ground of the expense to which they would be put by the 
eost of collection, and that it was unfair to them to provide that a certain 
sum of money should be taken‘ from them without giving. thom time to 
collect it. His Honor thought his hon’ble friend misunderstood. what, was 
« proposed to be done. What they proposed to do with municipalities was 
very much the same as what the Government of India proposed to do with 
the several Provincial Governments. They proposed to fix a certain amount 
which 9 municipality should haye to pay, that sum being very much within 
what it could collect, and to give it the whole benefit of any sum which 
it might collect in excess of the minimum sum on which the contract 
would be based. The sum to be fixed would be a matter of detail, and 
it would be fixed in concurrence with the municipality itself. So far from 
having any desire to be hard upon municipalities, they would leave them 
some little margin of profit for performing those duties on behalf of the 
Government ¥ 
Then as to the question of taxing professions in Calcutta, Hts Honor thought 
his hon’ble friend had hardly considered how very few professional nfen there 
were with really large incomes outside of Calcutta. Naturally in the centre of 
commerce and the neighbourhood:of the High Court of the country there was 
a collection of the most busy professional men. But he thought the hon’ble 
member could hardly believe that pleaders living in mofussil stations were in the 
same position as pleaders of the High Cowrt in Caleuttn. Besides that, these 
pleaders were already about to be taxed rather severely in connection with the 
proposed new Stamp Act, and he thought this was hardly the time to apply to 
them a fresh license tax, in addition to the heavy tax proposed to be imposed 
upon them under the new Stamp Act. He believed that professional men in 
leutta would beperioutly willing to bear their share of the taxation which 
was thrdwn upon the country, and that they would recognise the moderation 
which had actuated the Governmerit in proposing to secure the amount 
required in the shape of a very moderate ‘license ‘tax, rather than throwing 
an income tax upon the whole of the population of the country. The tax was 
ais: an extension of a tax they ha al along been paying. 
hen as to the question of the mode of application of the money, he believed 
it was the intention of the Government my India, although he was not aware 
that the plan had been entirely «completed, that in ordinary years and in 
ordinary times the money thus collected front the various provinces should be 
spent in reproductive works for thes benefit of those provinces. But hon’ble 
members were aware that in such crises as lately occurred in Madras, any one 
provincewas incapable of bearing the whole burden of such a famine from its own. 
resources, and therefore this fund, which would be formed from the contributions of 
tho various provinces, vould be held available to meet such famines wherever they 
occurred. Now that was a principle to which he understood his hon’ble friend * 
had agreed in the early pe his spe when he said it was right of the 
Government to lay upon Bengal her sharo of the cost of the famine, and His 
Hoxor thought it was a principle which no one would dispute. He must say 
he thought that, so long as in ordinary years the money raised under the Act was 
spent in the province, they could not grumbleif, in times of great emergency, the 
money was expended for the benefit of other provinces, Bengal getting similar 
assistance from othor provinees in return. In speaking of the actual amount men-_ 
tioned by Sir John Strachey on account of famine ex i as 92 millions, 
and calculating the interest upon it as 40 lakhs, the hon’ble membee said that the 
share of Bengal would be but a small proportion of that sum. But his hon’ble 
friend did not go back far enough. What Sir Jo! ‘said was that,although 
the late famine in Bombay and Madras cost 94 8, 7 would be a 
further item of 7 millions which had boen expended for the pie ne 
in Bengal. Now’ this should also be taken into 


amount which Bengal was now asked to u 
to 30 lakhs in the manner which was now proposed, 
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7 millions which had been expended from the Imperial Rovenues upon Bengal 
alon’. Although the amount of 30 lakhs was not mentioned in this Bill, he had * 
received a despatch from the Government of India limiting the payment from 
Bengal to thirty lakhs for the present at least, leaving the local Government 
to use for provincial purposes and public improvements in the province under 
their own supervision, anything in excess of that thirty lakhs which might 
be raised under this Bill, His Honor thought that that really met very 
much the views of his hon’ble friend in suggesting that the Government 
demand should be limited, and the balance credited to the Provincial Revenues, 
and this was not certainly a condition which the Council could with propriety 
make on the Bill. . 

‘The other questions to which the hon’ble methber had alluded were, as * 
His Honor had said before, questions of detail, in some of which he concurred, 
and the remainder would receive the fullest consideration at the hands of the 
Select Committee. 

The -How’six Bavoo Krrstopas Pat enquired whether it would be com- 
petent to the Select Committee, to whom the Bill might be referred, to introduce 
a provision to the effect that in ordinary years the proceeds of the tax should, 
ae providing for a proportional share of the interest upon the loans which 
had been raised on account of famine expenditure, be appropriated to the con- 
struction and maintenance of provincial works of a*reproductive character, and 
that‘in ptional years and times of emergency . the proceeds of the tax 
might be applied in such manner as to the Governor-General in Council might 
seem fit. The insertion of such a provision in the Bill would afford the tax- 

ayers more assurance that the money paid: by them would as far as possible 
fe expended for their own benefit. : 

His Honor tae Presrenr said.it was not in his province to modify the 
orders of the Government of India; Wut the despatch on the subjept whici had 
been received from that Government would be submitted for the consideration 
of the Select Committee and published for general information. ? 

The Hoy’six Mr. Barier said he had only a few remarks to make in 
regard to the criticisms to which the Bill had been subjected by the hon’ble 
member to his left (Baboo Kristodas Pal), these criticisms havingalready been 
analysed by His Honorshe President, They had all listened with pleasure td 
the eloquent exordium with which the hon‘ble member spoke in the namo of 
the people of India, expressing their earnest appreciation of the labours of the 
British Government rae the generosity of the English people in their endea- 
your to cope with the famine which occurred during the pe year, and for his 
loyal and healthy eriticism of the principle of the Bill of which the President had 
already expressed his epnrpssann. ere was one point, however, which the 
hon’ble member first took up on which Mr Baxzey thought there’ were still some 
remarks which might be made. He said that Sir John Strachey had explained 
that there were two possible ways of dealing with the present difficulty—one of 
which was retrenchment, and the other was taxation. The hon'ble member said.he 
was in fayour of retrenchment. Well Mr. Bayuey had no doubt that the Financial 
Member of Council would aecept the hon’ble member as an able and earnest 
disciple of his own. Nothing could be stronger than what Sir John Strachey said 
in Council on this subject. But Mr, Bayney thought that everybody who 
was present in Council at that meeting (as his hon’ble friend wa’) ought to be 
conyinced that all the pains and labour which the Government of India could 
give to the question of retrenchment had been given. If the principle 
of the Bill was adopted, the hon’ble member said that as soon as time was 
given for retrenchment, say in three , thisextracrdinary taxation should 
_ Come to an end. Mr. Bayuey Tat aor concur with the’ suggestion which 

pa pdr by the hon’ble pete. Pa he pate fe hae Bayrey 

wou vi one or two things which the Financial Member said the other 

» da Hie sad in ade civil expenditure 

_ I had the satisfaction of showing, in March last, that, excluding famine relief and 
ha element | ly raduatibere? tuo sat ati 






beyond our control—a 
the seven years from 1869 to 1876, amounting to no Jess 
justifies me in asking the Coundil and the public to trust 
nt ed to spare no pains Si eegp oer 
1088. 
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‘He went on to mention in regard to the Military Service that the control 
of expenditure ‘was not so much in the hands of the Government of India as 
they could desire— * 


"Phe Government of India must certainly endeavour to find the means of meeting the 
Jnoroased military eh: some of which are apparently inevitable, by coonomies in other 
departments of the Military Service; this endeavour must be largely dependent for success 
upon the support of Her Majesty's Government. I do not assert that the whole of the 

tional expenditure on the Army has not been incurred for exdbllent objects, or that it 
eduld haye keen avoided; but that the Indian Revenues are Hable to have great charges 
thrown upon them without the Government of India being consulted, and almost without 
any power of remonstrance, is a fact the gravity of which can hardly be exaggerated. 





He then went on to say that in the endeavour to keep down these charges 
ho had the support of the Secretary of State, and finally, regarding the sugges- 
tion of a grant to this country out of the British revenues, he said that “in 
dealing with questions which arise, where the separate pecuniary interests of 
the two countries come into apparent conflict, as for instance in apportioning the 
cost of the British Army between England and India, England should be strictly 
just, may I not even say that she should be generous, to this comparatively 

oor country.” Mr. Baviry thought that, with these two statements 
Potore them, the Council,might have sufficient confidence in the earnestness 
of the Financial Member of Council, not to express an opinion on their part 
which would simply amount’ to a vote of want of confidence. ‘ 


From the question of retrenchment, the hon’ble member went on to criticise 
the nature of the tax. Mr. Bayzwy had very littleto add to what His Honor 
the President said on the question of this tax approximating to an income tax. 
But his hon’ble friend would allow him to point out that the whole strength of 
the opposition which had been made { the income tax was on the ground, 
not of its being-unjust or unfair (in his own opiniin he thought an income tax 
was logically and on principle the best), but because the circumstances of the 
country did not allow it to be carried out without great oppression, and what 
gave opportunity for this oppression’were the inquisition which were necessary 
to be made in the first instance into the amount of income. This license tax 
was expressly designed to avoid that. » In the detailed criticism he did not pro- 

se to follow the hon’ble member. It‘all amounted to this, that the schedule had 
ae drawn up with too wide gaps—that it should be more detailed and moro 
graduated. Mr, Bay.ry thought that if we had a finely graduated schedule, which 
was no doubt the tairost pian theoretically, it could not but lead to the very 
inquisition and erinesenion which all opponents ‘of the income tax depre- 
cated as its fatal element. It was not difficult for an assessor to sa 
whether a man’s income. fell within the rate of Rs. 100 or Rs. 32; but when 
you came to minute gradations, it must involve inquisition to place a man’s in- 
come in the right category. Beyond this he should not go, as the President 
hud already pointed out the pre inconsistency in the grounds of objection 
taken by the hon’ble member, first that it was an income tax, and afterwards 
‘that it was not an income tax. 

Most of the other’ points which had been raised were points for the con- 
sideration of the Select Committee. With regard to the question of appeal, he 
must say that he thoucht that the practical inconvenience of giving an ap] 
would be overwhelming, although on principle he saw no objection. e 

uestion relating to stamp fees was clearly beyond the province of this 
uncil. Also in regard to the question of Heng expending on itself all the 
money that it raised under this Bill for famine taxation, he would remind 
the hon’ble member that. Sir John Strachey had pointed out that the Orissa 
famine cost the Imperial Government about 12 millions sterling,:and the 
Bengal famine of 1874 about 6} millions—altogether 8 millions.” So when 
the hon’ble member pointed opt that’ if ‘Baniat had to meet. proportion of 


charge upon the cost of the Madras famine, Bengal would not have to pay 30 ; 


lakhs of rupees, ho omitted to go far ee he did not recollect that to the 


9} millions for the Madras and Bombay 6 cost of the est 
have to be added. Anyhow, Beta thought that 1 Bengat famines sod 


pecnle of Bengal ld scarcely object: to | eir quota, towards fh sega 
‘amine “Insurance Fund of the. fread Belial of die MoS eecld 
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. 
quate here wat was said in Council on this subject by the Viceroy on the* 
same occasion :— 2 

“'T om aware that there are alvéady some parts of India where exclusively local interests 
are practically seoured by the bounty of Nature, or the industry of man, from the direct 
effects of famine, In thegnature of things the population of those particular localities-may, 
and probably do, derive some immediate advantage from the periods of scarcity which so 
fearfully afflict: their fellow-subjects in other provinces. But it would be an fnsult to suppose 
that their fortunate eexemption from the perils and sufferings common to the rest of the 
community can*furnish any argument, they would stop to urge, in favor of exempting them 
from their fair participation in the support of any general burden imposed for the protection 
of the whole community from such sufferings and perils. Whilst therefore I do not doubt 


that the chief gost of protective works ought to be borne by those who must neod them, and ” 


will chiefly benefit by them, I must maintain that no province of the Empire, and no class of 
the community, can be legitimately cleared of the national obligation to contribute to the 
means required for the construction of such works.” 


The How’ste Mr. Mackenzre said in reply that after the speeches of the 
Hon’ble President and the hon’ble member who spoke last, there’ remained 
~ very little for him to say with reference to the remarks of his hon’ble friend on 
the right. He might, however, be allowed to observe that the words“ Income 
Tax” seemed really now-a-days to be used as a sort of bogey to frizhten 
children with. Every direct tax must have some reference to a man’s means, 
and be in that sense an income tax ; and in ¢hat sense he had no objection to this 
licchse tax being called a rough income tax, or designated by any other form 
of words that expressed a patent and inoffeusive fact. But if it was sought to 
affix to it any stigma, such as attdched in the minds of the people to the old 
uincome taxes of byegone years, hy dubbing it a rough income tax, then he could 
only say that it bore so rough a resewblance to that finished work as to appear 
a mere crude block, in yah hardly> a lineament of those abhorred features 
eould be discerned by the most pryiifg eyes. ake 

Again, there was some inconsistency to his mind between the hon’ble 
member’s remarks with reference to the incidence of the tax in the lower grades 
and what he said subsequently in praise of the salt tax. He (Mr. Mackenzie) 
knew of no tax which pressed more unequally than the salt tax upon the poor 
as compared with the rich. Inequality in a tax such as was now proposed 
was unavoidable; but .it was much less, take it how we would, than was,the 
inequality of incidence under the salt tay.” . 3 

As regarded the hon’ble member's criticism of details, he might draw atten- 

‘tion to the fact that the Collector’s subordinates would in their procecdings be 
‘subject to his orders. The hon’ble member said he would be satisfied if tho 
Collector of the district were ultimate referee. Practically this would bo so, and 
a simple power of revision by the Collector would probably meet the hon’ble 
member's views, and do away.with the difficulties attending a formal appeal. 
The other points noticed mould be taken up in Select Committee. 

The Hon’ble President had thoroughly disposed of the hon’ble member’s 
suggestions for the creation of provincial autonomies. Nothing could .bo 
worse for Bengal than tho introduction of such a principle, so long as 
Behar remained an integral part of the province. One consideration had not, 
However, he thought been sufficiently adverted to in the discussion. The 
cardinal point in fhe G oyernment of Todiete policy in dealing with famine in future 
‘was to meet such charges not from loans, butfrom income. The hén’ble member 
lost sight of this altogether, and yet it was a principle which seemed to have met 
with cordial acceptance both in India and England. - The local Government 
was not called on to pay interest on loans, but to help to raise the State 
income to a point ae catety; and to secure a sufficient annual surplus to make 
it independent of famine loans. However the money might be sae Bengal 
must gain’ ‘If there were famine awaiting it, Bengal was guaranteed by the 
Empire. If remunerative protective won were undertaken within the pro- 
vinve, and phid for from these funds, Bengal still gained, If debt were 

# reduced, we ag much as any other province 

One word before he sat down, us to the incidence of the tax. He was not 

sure if he bad*nade it sufficiently clear that Government was not Sy aig 
raid upon the poor and indi, ~ There were not many rich men in Bengal 

Certificate Tax Act, to find only about 61,000 
yall Bengal. Tt did not know exactly the number _ 
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+ of trade incomes between Rs, 500 and Rs, 200 (the numbers of incomes of all kinds 
between these limits touched by the licence tax of 1867 was only 150,000); 
still less did it know the number of trade incomes below Rs, 200. “But nearly 
every aofussil village had its local traders and artizans, well to do in a humble 
way and according to the standard of comfort prevalent in the country. These 
people paid nothing to the Stato at present, though they were as well able to do so 
as their agricukural neighbours. These were tie classes it was intended to 
towgh, Government guarded against taxation of the very pobr—ag this country 
counted poverty—by the insertion of the 2 per cent. limit and by requiring 
the tux to be paid in one instalment. If a man could not pay one rupee, he 

* would not be taxed at all. Even in Calcutta the poor would not pe taxed, for 
in the lower grades it was provided that the Commissioners were to consider 
the circumstances of each, and in weiyling these circumstances, the fact that 
municipal taxes were heavy would not be forgotten. 

The motion was then agreed to, and the Bill referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of the Hon'ble Mr, Reynolds, the Hon'ble Mr. Bayley, the Mow’ble. 
Baboo Ramshunker Sen, the Hon’ble Baboo Kristodas Pal, the Hon'ble Mr. 
Jennings, and the mover. 

The Council was adjourned to Saturday, the 19th January. 
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SREB OF 80 TOLAHS, AVERAGE WAGES PER MONTH. 
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WHOLESALE PRICES-CURKRENT of Food-grains, Firewood, and Salt 
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Weekly Report of Rainfall compiled at the Meteorological Reporter's Office. 
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Meteorklogical Telegraphic Report for the period 30th Dec. 1877 to 5th Jan, 1878." = 
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Joun Exsoz, .4., 
Meteorological Reporter te the Government of Bengal. 
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= Results of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore Observatiry from 
30th December 1877 to 5th January 1878. ab: 
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: Inches, 
‘The mean pressure of the seven days = it 2925 
.The average préssure of the corresponding period for 20 years | 36-033 
‘The mean temperature of the seven days) ae a ey 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 20 years 67-0 
‘The extreme variation of temperature during the seven days 3860 
‘The maximum temperature during the seven days aiee 
. af 
‘The mean relative humidity during the eeven days ei wa 6. 
‘The average relative humidity of the corresponding period for 24 years ome 
Inches. 
‘The total fall of rain from BOth December, 1877 to Sth January 1878 236 
‘Phe average fall of the curresponding period for 24 ye a 0-04 
‘The total fall from Ist January 1877 to Ath January 1878, + 63-47 





The average fall of the conresponding period for 24 years * 65-64 

‘The mean pressure, temperature, &c., are deduced irom observations made at Gh., 10h., 16h. 
and 22h, ;the maximum nd minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometers 
All the thermometers are verified, and the rendings have been corrected to a standard constructed and 
verified at the Kew Observatory. They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides, and 
are suspended four Yect above the ground. 

‘The barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard (Newman's 
No. 86) formerly at the Surveyor-General’s Office. 

‘The hygrometrie elements are obtained from tables III; TV, and V of the official tables computed 
in the Meteorological Office, aud based on Regnault’s modifications of August’s formula, 

The direction and movewent of the wind are taken from the trace of a Beokley’s anemograpit, 

‘The mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. . 

f foggy, w dew, o overcast, y glodmy, ¢ thunder, J lightning, p pa 








ing temporary ‘showers. 





‘Total rainfall in the year 1877 ue we 6847 
Average rainfall of 24 years ¥ 65-60 





: Heyry F, Buanrorn, 
. Meteorological Reporter Lo the Government of India, 
Merroxototcat Ovrice, Inpia, 3 


The 7th January 1878. ‘ 
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x Weekly Return of Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways. 





BAST INDIAN RATLWAY—MAIN LINE. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for last 9 days of December 1 
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EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY : 
Approzimate Return uf Praglic for week ended % 
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NORTHERN BENGAL STATE RATLWAY 
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RESOLUTION ON THE ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE OUSTOMS 
DEPARTMENT FOR THE YEAR 1876-77. 





REVENUE DEPARTMENT—MIS, REVENUE, 
Caleutja the 150h™unuary 1878. 
Reap—: 
The Annual Customs Report of the Board*of Revenue for 1876-77. 
Customs Revenve. , 
Inctupine the revenue on imported salt, the administration of which has 
valready been dealt with in connection with the Board’s report on the salt 
revenue, the following statement furnishes a general view of the gross and net 
_ revenue derived from customs duties in the whole of Bengal during the past 
five years :— 
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Notwithstanding a considerable increase in the gross duty on imports of feat, 
the total net amount of duty collected in Bengal fell during the year of report 
from Rs, 3,48,29,370 to Rs. 3,46,67,644—being a decrease of Rs. 1,61,726. 
Excluding salt, the revenue from whi¢h is based on a constant demand and is 
comparatively independent of trade fluctuations, the eustoms duties on imports are 
mainly derived from cotton goods, liquors, and metals. Under the single head of 
cotton goods the duty has declined to the extent of Rs. 5,06,295, due for the most 

art to the prevalence of unfavourable rates of exchange which discouraged 
importation. Liquors show an increase of Rs. 1,09,188 on account of spirits, and 
adecline of Rs. 53,279 under wines and liqueurs. The duty on metals has risen 
by Rs. 53,459 during the year. Apparel, drugs and medicines, silk goods 
and woollen manufactures also show a slight decrease.” Among exports the 
duty on rice has risen from Rs. 10,04,158 to Rs. 14,47,695, and that on lac 
from Rs, 2;29,573 to Rs. 3,839,109, This latter increase is stated to be due 
for the most part not to enhanced exports, but to the raising of the tariff 
valuations of lac in August 1875. The revenue derived from indigo fell from 
Rs. 8,46,721 to Rs. 2,84,881. Looking to the results of the entire year, it will 
be observed that although the net revenue fell by more than eleven lakhs in 
1875-76, the further decrease of net revenue in 1876-77 amounted to Rs. 1,61,726, 
and that the expectations entertained at the time of the revision of the tariff 
that the customs revenue would speedily recover itself by the natural growth 
of the import trade have not yet been fully realized. 


: Trade of Bengal. 
The total value of the imports by sea into the Lower Provinces during the 
last five years is as follows :— ° 




























































































; IMPOR' é 
Brnoan. 
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.. General trade has been carefully distinguished from Government transae- 
tions, and foreign trade from coasting trade between Indian ports, while the, 
- * 
) . Jf = i ee 
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coon of treasure are shown separately under each head. In the general 
trade the imports of merchandise have fallen from Rs, 17,76,71,746 to 
Rs. 16,69,88,128 ; the decrease extending both to free und dutiable goods. ‘The 
rise, therefore, of the total foreign import trade from Rs, 18,84,77,197 to 
Rs. 19,31,92,793 is solely due to the enhanced imports of treasure, which have 
more than doubled during the year of report. On the other hand, the imports 
of the coasting trade buve increased independently of the imports of treasure, 
which in this case also have risen by a hundred per cent. 

The exports from the Lower Provinces during the last five years are shown 
as follow :— ‘ 































































































EXPORTS. 
Bevo. 
wars. | awrere | amore, | astra, | aero, 
General Trade. 
ae a ee ee ee 
Morehandise— | 
Faaan protuce (PoSate & *aaitane | “iene 
‘otal 25780630 | Baaao6Te) | eaeqon en 
Be-expor of Rorelen goods ao & rasaneos | aera | rasmree 
; ‘Total Merchandise 37.48.26, | 25,7470,500 | 20;80,00,186 
‘Treasure wo get Pr “ ” 3 75,81,700 | 74,59,498 10,88,908 
‘Total Forvign Trade... | ena0.08,100 | arasaeo7 | green | ananancae | P0002 
‘CoastixG TRADE. F 5 | = 
wet ean oe anf tauaege | amzamere | aananpen | a0 anese 
Inia ee ama ote Simieine | dtheorses 
neal | aur | umn | adanaee | hamden amma 
Treanute veo anf B8i00800 | tssoqone | raaosrr | rena | sanz evo 
‘Total Coasting Trade. 597 6.80,12,918 6,75,06,005 | 6.784880 | 11,71,08070 
rand Tolal of Forvign and Coasting Trade 35, 44,600,647 QU O82 3A,07,04,686 | 30,27,78,836 $8,41,00,171 
= ae foe = | — 
Government Trdnsactions. 
| 
‘To Yoreign Countrios— 
tore {indi Figen | anes | shan 
‘Treen . ae ; wai! ste 
Total maT Taaawe | sone 
‘To Indian Porte— i, os 
storee {Talia sano | Gain | aRbelaas 
Treasure A 4000 | raneseoe | rope | sions | asadoon 
. ‘so4,088 | 1,11,18,000 12,10 080 3594,098 | On.INAG 
Gmmd Total ...j e088 | 1aninowo | ieeq7or¢euon7e0 | azer07 














Under the head of general trade the exports of merchandiso to foreign ports 
have risen from Rs. 23,68,95,751 to Rs. 26,44,66,482, there being an increase 
of more than three erores and.a half in free goods and a decrease of nearly a 
crore in dutiable goods. Including treasure, the exports of which fell from 
Rs. 74,659,428 to Rs, 10,58,808, the total foreign trade in exports amounted ' 
to Rs. 26,69,98,492, against Rs. 24,49,30,024 in the previous year. This total, 
it should be observed, 1s also inclusive of re-exports of foreign goods, which rose 
from Re. 10,74,845 to Rs, 14,93,702. At the same time the exports of the 
coasting trade have doubled from causes whiclwill be-noticed below. 

The foreign trade in treasure both on the export and import side was carried 
on with Calcutta alone. It is true that in 1872-73 and 1875-74 treasure to the 
yalue of Rs..3,000 and Rs. 11,500 was imported into the subordinate ports of 
Bengal, and in 1875-76 asmall quantity of treasure was sent to. Chittagong, 
but none“bas been imported during the past year; and it may be laid down 
generally, that the coast ports of Basak derive their supplies of treasure 
almost entirely from Calcutta and Madras. ‘ . 


\ 
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There was a considerable increase in the amount of Government res 
tions during 1876-77. As compared with the results of the peeve year, the 
imports by Government from foreign countries rose from Rs. 55,14,772 to 
Rs. 64,20,772, and the imports from Indian ports from Rs. 32,10,612 to 
Rs. 46,88,156., The total imports, therefore, by Government from foreign and 
Indian perts increased from Rs. 87,25,384 to Rs. 1,11,08,928. On the export 
side Government transactions in the foreign trade amounted to Rs. 2,04,395 as 
compared with Rs. 1,68,246 in the previous year The exports to Indian ports 
also rose from Rs. 25,24,534 to Rs. 69,18,402, the grand total of exports by 
Goyernment thus amounting to Rs, 71,22,797, as against Rs. 26,92,780 in the 
previous year. These figures are inclusive of treasure. ; 





The Port of Calcutta. 


The following table shows the total imports and exports on behalf of 
Government at Caleutta during the last five years :— 























1875-76, | 1876-77, 





Imports of stores 
Dito of treasure 
Exports of stores 

Ditto” of treasure 





The imports, consisting. of stores, are almost entirely from the United 
Kingdom, and the exports, which are small as compared with the imports, are 
sent for the most partto Ceylon and the Straits Settlements. The total amount 
of Goyernment transactions on the export and import side has risen considerably 
in the year under roport, but still does not show any large increase over the 
amounts of earlier years. : 

Excluding Government transactions, the total ‘value of the foreign trade 
of ‘Calcutta, both in exports and imports, during the last five years was 
as follows :— 
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The fluctuations that have taken place in the import trade are in some 
respects the- reverse of those which have oceurred’ in the exports. Under 
the former head there has been a slight decrease in the imports of i 
counterbalanced as regards the total results of the year by a considerable rise 
in the imports of treasure; while the export trade shows an enormons increase 
under the head of country nco- anda heavy decline in the export of 
treasure. The total excess*of exports over imports amounted to no less than 
Rs. 7,26,44,210." : ‘ 

The yariations ‘which have taken placo in the;trade with foreign countries 
are noticed in detail in the Collector's report. The trade with the treaty 
of China, with the Straits Settlements, with Australia, and with Austria, shows 
a decline; while the transactions with the United Kingdom, 
United States, France, Ceylon, the Mauritius, and Italy have risen 
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the veh The following statement indicates that year by year a larger propor- 
tion of the trade with foreign countries follows the route by the Suez’Canal :- 
‘Total, 


Rs. 
14,54,98,879 





8.03) 22'43,00,963 


1875-76 43, 
9,20,09,881L 23,76,86,362 


1876-77 





Import trade—The_ fluctuations in the principal articles imported to 
Calcutta during the last five years may be exhibited as follows :— 
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The imports of salt have already been dealt with in a separate Resolution 
Balt, and need no further mention here. : 
‘The last three years have witnessed a progressive fall in the value of the 
ae Saedh imports of apparel into Calcutta. In 1874-75 
wie these amounted to Rs. 24,87,512, while in the past 
year they have fallen to Rs. 17,71,638, against Rs. 21,13,181 in 1875-76. This 
decline may fairly be attributed to the general reduction of personal expenditure, * 
which has been forced upon private individuals by the unfavourable state of the 
exchange. , 
‘The imports under this head, nearly all of which are from the United 
ee an , Kingdom, fell from Rs, 3,45,785 in 1875-76 to 
niles, Rs. 2,40,215 in 1876-77. In particular, the imports 
of fire-arms and parts of fire-arms have dectgased by nearly 50 per cent. It is 
ossible that, as the Collector suggésts, the more careful scrutiny bestowed on the 
importation of fire-arms for natives may have contributed to this result, but 
the enhanced rate of duty is undoubtedly the chief cause. 
The import of coal, under which head arc included coke and varions kinds 
eee of patent fuel, has risen from 62,993 tous, valued 
" at Rs. 11,77,504, in 1875-76, to 77,875 tons, worth 
Rs. 14,31,848, in the past year. This is probably to be accounted for by 
the extension of railways and the increase of steamer traffic during 1876-77. 
It may also be anticipated that the former cause will tend to stimulate the 
supply of coal*from Indian mines, which will ultimately step in to take the place 
of that imported from the United Kingdom. This, however, will mainly depend 
upon the opening out of improved communications with the existing mines; and 
until that result has been attained no marked decline in the imports of coal can 
be looked for., 
Excluding ¢otton twist and yarn, the imports of which have slightly 
ook: E increased, the total imports of cotton manufactures 
° wu show,amarked decline guring the yearunder report. 
‘Thesea-borne imports from Bombay showa remarkable increase which is noticed 
in the seetions dealing with the interportal trade. ‘A scheme for introducing a 
maore complete cm enue of the imports into Caleutta by railway is now under 
i ign, and it is hopedthat in future it will be possible to define accurately 
ker loory ite avhich the coarse cotton goods of Bombay pass into use on this 
ni 


. 
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The imports of hardware and cutlery amounted to Rs. 19,44,249 in der6-77, 
against Rs, $3,11,100 in 1875-76. ‘Tho Cdllector of 
Customs has offered no explanation of this decrease, 
but up to 1874 these articles were included under the head of wrought-iron, 
and it is possible that the period during which the imports of hardware have 
been separately shown is too short to afford a trustworthy indication of the 
condition’ which affect the trade. : 
The following statement shows the importation 


Hardware and cutlery. 





Liquors of malt liquors, spirits, and wines during the last 
five years 3 
Rs. 
51,080 
21,91,650 
27,2213) 000 
6 ‘ oe 20,80.840 880 
1876-7 r 23,61,094 —. 19,565,127 


The fluctuations in the import of malt liquors and spirits appear to have 
followed much the same course. Both attained their maximum in 1874-75, 
and fell rapidly in the following year in consequence of the unfavourable 
exchange on England. During the year under report some reaction against 
the former reduction of consumption scems to have set in, for in both cases the 
import has increased. On the other hand, the marked decline in the import of 
wines and liqueurs may probably account for some proportion of the increased 
consumption of spirits. ; 

The decrease in the import of machinery is peculiarly marked, though, as 
: the Ovllector observes, this may be due in the case 
of steam-engines to the fact that up to 1876-77 

engines for use on railways were included under the general head of machinery. 
It is well-known that the demand for machinery fluctuates rapidly from 
year, to year, and that a fair estimate of the trade can only be formed 
upon a view of the average imports of a long series of years, but the imports 
of 1876-77 appear in any case to be exceptionally low. Probably, Now: 
evor, this is duc to temporary causes, and does not indicate any serious check 
in the local mdnufacturing industrics. Some portion of the decrease is also 
* probably due to the reaction in the jute trade against the, over-speculation and 
premature extension of mills in previous years. 
Copper, which was imported in almost equal proportions from the United 
Kingdom and Australia, and to a less extent from 
Japan, has risen from Rs, 61,418,371 to Rs. 77,22,652, 
and tho trade appears to be ina thoroughly flourishing condition. ‘The very con. 
siderable increase which has takén place in the import of iron during the last 
two years is somewhat obscured by the recent classification, which shows hard- 
ware and cutlery under a separate head. If these are included for the sake of 
comparison, it will be seen that in 1874-75 an amount ofiron valued at 
Rs. 55,46,798 was imported into Calcutta, In the following year the imports, 
including hardware and cutlery, amounted to Rs, 74,55,198, while in 1876-77 
the total imports were no less than Rs. 82,76,322. There is also an increase 
in the imports of lead, unwrought tin, and zine or spelter, and a heavy fall in 
the import of quicksilver. 


‘Machinery. 


Metals. 


Tho imports, on private account, of railway 
plant and rolling-stock during the last five years 
afe as follow :— : 

Re. 


+ Milway plant. 








‘i Re. 

1872-73 4 26,41,201 1874.75 93 -» 16,19,695, 

1873-74, ‘ so 23,87, 281 1875-78 \e 10,74,724 
77 Rs, 34,26,776 


1876. 5 i : 

It is stated, however, that the increase is only apparent, ‘and is caused by 
the inclusion under this head of wooden sleepers and locomotives, which were 
formerly shown as wooden manufactures and as inery. 3 

The imports of silk manufactures show a fall in value from Rs. 12,99;217 

dic in 1875-76 to Rs. 10,29,865 in 1876-77. Very 

2 1 consignments were made in the previous year, 
and some decline in‘the trade was to be expected. ‘The bulk of the imports 
came from Marseilles and the United Kingdom, small. supplies ‘being also 
received from Hong-Kong, Italy, Port Said, and the Straits, 
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“'\ Woollen goods show a decrease of two lakhs, due to a heavy fall in the import 
of piece-goods and shawls, and a considerable rise under braids and other sorts. 
Re-rxports or Forrrgy Mercnanpise. 

The re-exports of foreign goods from Calcutta during the last five yeats 
wore as follow :— . 


Rs, Rs. 
1872-73 . we 18,2478 1874-75 ue 12,654,552 
1878-74 11,42,086 1875-76 “ * 10,70,068 





1976-77 “Rs, 14,93,562 

These are consigned forthe most part to the Straits Settlements, Mauritius, 
and Ceylon; but there is also some re-exportation to the United Kingdom. 
The trade has increased by nearly four lakhsin the year under report, although 
it has not'yet reached the level it attained in 1872-73. 

Export trade.—Tho following statement illustrates the export of the most 
important articles of Indian produce during the last two years :— 


Saltpotre 
Silk manufactures 


wom, | 1877, 
Rs. 
Opium a. Silk, raw 
Jute, raw... Jute, manufactured 
Toa a Sugar and sugarcandy ... 
Indigo. ° of all kinds 
Rice (not in the husk) 





Seeds, Iymseod 










Hides and skins Oils . 
Wheat 89,89,703 Be All other articles 
Serds, other kinds |. 68,83,635 —'00,50,550 , 
Cotton, raw =e 81,69,703 — 80,08,861" | Total exports from Caleutt: 
Under this head indigo is the chief export. The 
Dye 5 
figures for the lust five years are as follow :— 
vi Re. 
1872-73 69,94,200, 1874 
1873-74 18; 
Cwt, 69,3) 





The bulk of the export is taken by the United Kingdom, France, America, 
and Austria. Although the quantity of indigo exported in,1876-77 was only 
69,379 cwt. against 84,228 cwt. in the previous year, the total value roso from 
Rs, 2,35,25,774 to Rs. 2,35,66,023, indicating a marked inerease in the selling 
price of the dye. This is believed to have been due to the erop shipped in 
1875-76 being unusually large, while the demand for indigo in the home 
market was slack, Prices therefore stood at a low love!, and it is possible that 
“consumption may have been slightly stimulated by tl eney of indigo. 
When prices were still low, a failure of the autumn rains in Tirhoot threatened 
to reduce the outturn of the crop destined*for export in 1876-77; a re-action 
set in in Europe, and prices consequently rose about 16 por cent. for fine, and 
28 per cent. for middling indigo. It may be added that the average export of 
indigo from Caleutta during the last thirty years is 74,438 cwt., while .the 
average for the last eight years, during which period the value hus risen con- 
siderably in proportion to the quantity, is only 73,970 ewt. 
Rice not in the husk is at present a most ‘important item under the fleading 
‘ain and pulse. ‘I'he exports of rice husked during 





















Rice, +. 
" the last five years wore as follow:— 
Owt. Re. t. Rs. 
1872-73... + + 6,779,068 1,88,51,709 | 1874-75 | 2 104,81 
1878-74... . B,687,611  1,85,22,900 | 1876-76 -.. on 854 1,346; 
. 1876-77 .. ae Owt., 5,243,704; Re. 1,99,88,737. 


The large increase ‘shown in the quantity of rice exported was mainly due 
to the enhanced demand from Ceylon. It appears from the figures given at 
page 432 of the anmmal statement of the sea-borne trade of Bengal that the 
exportation of rice from Calcutta to Ceylon rose from 402,321 ewt. in 1875-76 
to 2,167,837 ewt. in 1876-77. In ordinary years Ceylon draws its, supplies of 
stice ie ashe southern bors of the Madras Presidency, but ie apa oF Madras 
stop] exportation during the past year, and the merchants of Ceylon were 
compelled to import rice from Calonttd, if It may be expected, thereforo, that the 
exports of rice to Ceylon will return to their ordinary level as soon as the 

‘ity isat an end. Large exports were also made to Mauritius, 
the West Indies, to meet the demand for rice by the Indian 


jemerara, 
emigrants settled there. 
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A still more conspicuous increase, bearing greater promise of I: 
development in the future, occurred in the exports of wheat as shown below 





Owt Rs. wt. Rs. 
1872-73 we MATL 4,88,007 | 1874-76 wu 270,280 11,89,018 
1878-74 ve $80,443 18,84,748 1875-76 sv. 1,890,822 89,80,708 
. 1876-77... Cwt. 3,882,218; Rs. 1,23,36,874, 


In the present state of European politics it is impossible to forecast with 
any certainty the prospects of any trade that is concerned with the East; but 
it ‘appears not unlikely that one result of the present war may be to give a 
permanent stimulus to the wheat trade of India. * 

The following statement shows the course of 











‘Hides and skins, . ier’ * 
gucieans the trade in this important staple during the last 
five years :— 
= s_ 
hav hides | rene dee | rs ren 
Rs. No. ‘Rs. No. No. ‘Rs. 
1 ram | agg | 278500 wo | nego 
i Bins| Tom | S0r08 ‘toro | Bk 
H Sk} soe | Sanwast gram | Lp 
Y fos] inost | gasene ieiee | ay 
i weiss} bbas | Santo Fisaao | Gand 








In the two items of tanned hides and skins the exports show a large increase, 
due to the abolition of the export duty in 1875. 
The steady decline which has taken place in 


ice the sears of the raw jute fibre is well illustrated 
by the féllowing statement :— 
wt. Rs. Cwt Rs. 
187273, 7,081,051 gapqoadso | terars Sones 3.24,49,941 
1873-76 =. 6N3G120—8,49,55,139 1875.78 8,200,521 280,52, 933 
1876-77 .. Cwt, 4,082,148; Rs. 2,63,60,880 


During the last five years the fall both in quantity and price has been pro- 

essive, and there is some reason for believing that it may continue. The 
Sollector explains that the fall is dug to the “increased consumption of jute in 
the local mills,” and appears to cousider this a complete account of the altered 
conditions of the trade. Taken literally, the Collector's explanation would 
soem to imply that the stock of jute fibre in Bengal is a fixed amdunt, which 
has been so reduced by the extended operations of the Calcutta mills that the 
residue cannot meet the demand for export. The fact, however, appears to be 
that the Indian jute-mills now compénd a practical monopoly of the Asiatic and 
a large portion of the American and Australian markets, and have in the past 
years largely extended their exports to China. This has deprived the Dundee 
manufacturers of some of the main outlets for their trade, and their demand for 
raw jute has consequently fallen. It is out of the question to suppose that the 
supply of a fibre which pays the cultivator so well as jute is at all likely to fall 
short, end any suchrprospect would at once result in a riso of prices, which 
would have an immediate effect in stimulating production. The progress of the 
trade in gunny-bags during the last five years has been as follows :— 
































Yuan, | Gonny-aom | 
vas | be 
20,100 





‘Beret 


2043 
ajiition | aaron 
Gioosis9 | 60.812, 








Out of the 82,568,261 bags shipped in 1876-77, 29,003,559 were power- 
loom bags and 8,564,702 hand-woven. The United States took 10,861,329 
power-loom bags, Australia 5,682,210, Hong-Kong 5,120,973, the Straits 
+,302,000, the United Kingdom 1,854,866, and 1,169,649 bags. Of 
the hand-loom bags, 1,906,750 were sent to the United States, 1,302,000 to 
Australia, and 210,750 to Hohg-Kong. The average price of exported sees 
shows a continuous fill from Rs, 29 per 100 bags im 1874-75 to Rs. 23 1 


1875-76 and Rs, 19-10 in 1876-77. 
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A considerable increase has occurred in the quantities of shell-lac, button- 
‘ lac, and lac-dye exported from Calcutta, accompanied 
in the case of the two former by an appreciable. 

decline in value. It is believed that the trade in shell-lac is ténding to recover 
itself, and that a considerable portion of the surplus stock of lac-dye, which is 
said to be on hand in the European market, is really of inferior quhlity. 

Silk is stated to show signs of recovering from the depression which affected 
it in 1875-76, but the trade appears to be a stag- 
nant one, which may revive at intervals when the 
yield in France and Italy fails, and when there is no effective competition on the 
part of China and Japan. In the long run, however, the competition of these 
atter countries will tend to become continually stronger, while there seems to 
bo no prospect of such an improvement in thg quality or reduction in the price 
of the Bengal article as will enable it to command a steady market in Europe. 

The exports of sugar have risen from 83,865 ewt., valued at Rs. 808,669, in 
1875-76, to 637,000 cwt. worth Rs. 68,52,578, 
in 1876-77. Most of the exports were consigned 
to the United Kingdom. | It is believed that this extraordinary expansion of 
the Indian trade was mainly due.to the failure of the beet-root crop in France, 
and the consequent stoppage of one of the chief sources which ordinarily supply 
Europe with sugar. 

The following statement shows a steady increase in the suantty and 


Lac. 


Silk, raw, 


Sugar. 








shee value of tea exported from India during the last 
five yoars : 
» th Re. 
1972-73 17,628,901 y | isra5. 21,023,999 1,92,94,861 
1873-74 19,185,029 8 1875-76 24,220,440 *2,16,00,362 
1876-77 Yb 27,529,198; Re, 2,58,07,047 








Some reduction of value is probably to be expected in the current year. 
Trade in Coin and Bullion—The following statements show the imports and 
exports of gold and silver coin and bullion during the past five years :— 


























Gop." “ 
Your. Ammports. Exports. Not importa 
Rs, Rs. 
3 1872-73 a ve 848,425, 1,63,686 
1873-74 . + 87,26,626 6,938,148 
1874-75 es 65,265,405.” 2609 
1875-76 56,55,280 6, 75 
1876-77 * se + 20,388,770 19,697 * 
Average os» — 64,76,883 Total ... 
Stuven. 
+ Youre Baports. Netimports, Net exports. 
Be. Rs Rs. 
1872-73 6,96,120 19,17,974 
1873-74 85,37,770 4 
1874-75 76,79, 98 
1876-76 67,83,058 
1876-77 10,18,61. 
Average —..._ 1,87,92,081 39,02,060 Total net imports ... 
K ——_— ss ———_5_ wt exports 
CY Balance net imports ... 





No oi eee tale marked fluctuations which have oceurred both in 

ld and. silver is offered by the Collector of Customs. It is believed, however, 

that the enormously enhanced imports of silver of the past year represent a 

considerable reduction in the stock, of silver thrown on the European market 
by the demonetization of that metal in Germany. 
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(. 
Interportal Trade.—The imports into, and exports from, Calcutta during 
1875-76 and 1876-77 are shown in one view in the following statement :—= 






























































. 1875-76, 
Prom or to British | Prom or to Indian 
Invonts até, ot Exronts rox, Caxcurna. Fg to Baitish | Prom or aa: | GRaxp Toran, 
Re. Ts. 
OF Indian produce 1ssen.z0% 05 
(Of foreign merehan UAT ‘iis 
= [_anaaae 1a 
Bxvours. 
QF Unian proce se eas tse 277 nace aaosas 
Gr oretgn hterehartve Sieve 2 1st te Sita Xan nt 
‘Total Bxports ‘Soman oo 050171 
1876-77. 
Iaronts, 
QL Indian produce | 
Gr foreign hovel a: 
‘otal Imports 
Exronts, 
QE Andian produce ew rane ET ct) esse aussi 
Gi foreign Mmereandise ra pan Bass sits 
‘total Exports... sim9g0809 Tau Sse ee 














It will be scen that the imports from Indian ports have risen from 
Rs. 1,71,35,714 in 1875-76 to Rs. 1,79,44,876 in 1876-77. Tho Bombay 
imports. increased from Rs. 18,10,325 to Rs: 40,48,170, but this increase was 
‘counterbalanced to a great extent by a decline in the imports from Madras and 
British Burmah. On the other. hand, the increase in the exports from 
Rs. 4,68,91,171 to Rs. 8,86,51,992 extended to all branches of the export 
trade, although the exports to Madras rose in a far higher proportion than the 
exports to other ports of British India. In the case of Madras and the Indian, 

orts not under the British Government the trade was abnormally stimulated 
ty the scarcity prevailing in Southern and Western India, and the bulk of 
the increase in the export trade ocfurred under the head of grain and pulse. 
A lary propornon of the apparent increase in the trade with Indian ports not 
British is due to changes in the ‘classification of Indian ports. Two ports 
formerly assigned to Bombay and three entered as belonging to Madras are 
now classed as non-British. 

Imports of the Intérportal Trade. 

Raw cotton is imported largely for manufacture in the local mills, but the 
imports during 1876-7 show a declino from Rs. 34,48,665 to Rs. 28,68,334. 
'There has also been some change in the sources of supply. In 1875-76 most of 
the imports were from british Burmah, but in the past year Bombay sent 
Rs. 18,39,788 and Madras Rs. 6,58,087, while the Burmah imports amounted 
only to Rs, 8,70,459 as compared with Rs. 19,57,640 in the previous year. 

‘The value of the imports of cotton twist and yarn rose from Rs. 2,04,713 

in 1875-76 to Rs. 16,52,700 in 1876-77, while tho 
imports of grey goods increased in thé satae period 
from Rs. 1,49,882 to Rs. 7,25,184. In the case of twist and yarn nearly the 
whole of the imports came from Bombay, which sent no less than Rs. 16,27,861 
out of the entire amount imported. For cotton piece-goods only the total of 
the imports is shown, and the Collector has confined himself to.the remark that 
the imports are chiefly from Bombay. In this instance again the Licutenant- 
Governor has to observe that the Collector of Customs has failed to furnish any 
intelligent comment upon fluctuations which bear upon the question of the 
development of the Bombay trade in cotton goods of local manufacture: 


Cotton, 
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+ 
the value of the mineral oil imported from Rangoon has risen from 
+” Rs, 6,260 in 1875-76 to Rs, 1,05,546 in the year of 
report. It is stated that Rangoon oil has begun to 
compete effectively with American oil, and the Licutenant-Governor hopes 
that the competition may be maintained. 7 
“Under this head the imports rose from Rs. 1,04,988 in 1875-76 to 
Rs. 1,32,856 in 1876-77. Coconada supplied cigars 
to the value of . Rs. 1,01,93%, and Burmah 
Rs. 26,380. The returns of the imports of cigars from foreign countries show a 
continuous decline during the last three years, which is probably due in 
some measure to the increasing demand for the chehp cigars of Madras and 
Burmah, With the gradual improvements which are now being effected in 
the processes of manufacture, it may be expected that this demand will increase. 


Exports of the Interportal Trade. 

The scarcity in Bombay and Madras produced its natural results in an 
enormously increased export under the head of 
grain and pulse. The exports of grain roso in 
value from Rs. 74,395 in 1875-76 to Rs. 15,96,165 in 1876-77; the bulk of the 
export being sent to Madras. Wheat increased from Rs. 9,235 to Rs. 3,02,210, 
and pulse from Rs, 1,59,314 to Rs, 13,02,861. In both these eases the larger 
proportion of the export was consigned to Madras, The following statement 
taken from the Collector's report shows the exports of rice (not in the husk) 
for 1875-76 and 1876-77, the last three months of the latter year being given 
separately as forming a period of peculiarly high pressure :— 








Mineral oils, 


‘Tobaceo; cigars. 


Grain. 












wenn, 5 aatr Seung, Robranry, and 
Gwe. Re Gwt. is oR 
To Bombay we 1,008,364 39.20,776 1,395,999 
» Madras we 151,593 4,72,007 7,468,056 
» British Burmah 783. 8,655 2,647 
) Onteports of Bengal 126 300 12 
+» Indian ports not 3 8 150,690 
Total s+ 1,160,869 43,96,926 9,024,414 3,20,89 1 1,65,08.342 





The inaccuracy of the export statistics’ as hitherto recorded has formed 
the subject of a separate correspondence with the Government of India, and 
measures will now be adopted to ensure that relands and short shipments shall 
‘be duly recorded in future. The figures given above are subject to some 
deductions on this account; but even allowing for this, the enormous increase 
in the exports of grain furnishes a satisfectory proof of tho readiness with 
which private trade may be trusted to meet a real demand, provided that it is 
left to conduct its operations without hindrance. 

The exports of power-loom gunny-bags show a satisfactory increase 
from Rs. 51,46,330 in 1875-76 to Rs. 64,05,875 in 1876-77. The chief demand 
was from Bombay and British Burmah. Unmanufactured tobacco also rose 
from Rs. 11,49,864 to Rs. 24,91,949. Tobacco in the leaf is sent: almost entirel 
to Burmah for manufacture into cigars. The crop is a highly profitable 
one to the cultivators, and it is hoped that the marked development of the 
exports in the pet year may be due in some measure to an improvement in 
the quality of the leaf by more careful cultivation than has hitherto been 
practised. 

ig The Port of Chittagong. 

The pross duty collected on imports and exports at Chittagong during 
1876-77 gmounted to Ra. 6,81,660. Deducting the duty on salt, which realized 
Rs. 630,782, the gross duty on gonoral merchandise amounted to Rs. 50,878, 
ath tere of Rs, 63,491 on the rosults of the previous year. ‘This is 

“undoubtedly due to the destructive cyclone and storm-wave of October 1576, 
which brought all commercial operations in the district to a standstill. 

Examining’ the returns in detail, it will be soen that the imports from 

reign countries have fallen in value from Rs. 2,74,304 in 1875-76 to 
Rs. 2,61,989 in the under wt—being a decrease of Rs. 12,315. ‘This 
decrease isaoounted for by the falling off in the imports from the United King- 
dom, the Straits Settlements, and the Maldives. ‘The imports from the United 
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T 
Kingdom consist chiefly of salt, and it appears that the stock in hand at the 
close of 1875-76 was sufficient to meet the local demand. There was some 
increase in the trade with Ceylon, owing partly to the enhanced importation 
of cocoanuts and cocoanut-oil, and partly to the fact that some of the Maldive 
* trade passed through Ceylon and was entered as belonging to that place. This 
latter circumstance accounts also for some portion of the decline in the imports 
from the Maldives, the remainder being due to the diminished import of fruits, 
vegetables, shells, and cowries. - Tho fall of Rs. 7,065, or 43 per cent. in the 
value of the goods imported irom the Straits Settlements, occurred in cabinet- 
ware, cotton piece-goods, earthenware, fireworks, pitch, tar, and dammer, and 
sugarvandy. There was, however, an appreciable rise in the imports of pepper. 
The value of the export trade of Chittagong fell from Rs. 13,380,729 in 
1875-76 to Rs. 6,07,247 in 1876-77. This was the natural consequence of the 
damage done by the cyclone and storm-wave, which seriously injured the crops 
in the interior of the district and destroyed many of the native vessels lying 
in the port. Trade was further hampered by the outbreak of cholera which 
followed shortly after the cyclone and disorganized the system of rural markets 
by which country produce finds its way to the centres of export trade. Tho 
decline is most marked in the case of Ceylon and Mauritius. It is understood 
that in ordinary years Ceylon imports rice largely from the southern ports 
of the Madras Presidency and from Chittagong. In the past year both these 
sources of supply were cut off—the one by the failure of crops in Madras, and 
the other by the cyclone. But for the cyclone, it is vbvious that a large 
proportion of the enhanced demand from Ceylon would have been met by 
Chittagong, and this development might have been maintained even after 
Madras had recovered from the effects of the present scarcity. As it was, 
Ceylon was compelled to draw her supplies from Caleutta. 
~ The value of the coasting trade of Chittagong during the last two years 
is shown thus— 








1870-70. wear. 
Inporte. Bs. 
. 21,265 





2,909,066 






British Burmah 
Ports within the Presidency 
Indian ports, British 
: Total 
Exports. 

Bombay ‘i . 
Madras 5,098,771 
British Buraich 6,05,263 
Ports within the Prosidency 14,51,551 
Tndian ports not British - Y eat as 

7 Total 26,56,685 


‘The total imports have risen considerably in spite of a decline in the 
supply of earth-oil from British Burmah, which is attributed to the straitened 
circumstances of the inhabitants of Chittagong. Tho increase in the Madras 
exports, which is stated to arise from the. large shipments of grain, appears 
to conflict with the remarks made in the last paragraph on the fall in the 
exports to Ceylon. It should be noted, however, thut rico exported to Ceylon 
pays duty, and that the exports are consequently accurately recorded, while in 
the case of the free exports to Indian ports the returns are notoriously based, 
not on the amounts actually shipped, but on the amounts for which passes are 


taken out. 
‘The exports of tea from Chittagong during the last five years dre shown 





as follow :-— ‘ 
Your. Value, 
Re. 

1872-73 279,778 

1873-74 3,01,477 

1874-75, 341,804 

1870-76 477,708 * 4,79,868, 

1876-77 601,031 ° 612,697 


Chittagong tea is said to be of excellent quality, and to show some i 
of becoming the most important staple of a direct trade with Europe. It is to 
be hoped, Tiowarse, that the increase in quantity is not the result of the 
excessive plucking of leaf which has proved so detrimental elsewhere. 
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in the Resolution on the Port of Chittagong, the Lieutenant-Governor 
las already expressed an opinion adverse to the proposal to declare Narain- 
gunge a port. It is possible, however, that the Commissioner may be able to 
bring forward fresh reasons in support of the scheme, and his report on the 
subject will be awaited. 


The Orissa Ports. . 


The following statement shows the value of the sea imports and exports 
of Orissa during the last eight years :— 
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Tho figures in this tublo, representing tho trade of the Orissa ports prior 
to 1875-76, do not include the trade between ports within the Presidency. 
For tlie whole province the values may be shown thus— 
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In Pooree and Cuttack there were no imports from foreign ports of either 

dutiable or free merchandise, while in Balasore the only foreign imports were 
10,600 gunny-bags from Ceylon, valued at Rs. 1,792. A small quantity of 
claret was imported into Cattack from Pondicherry. 
. _ Among the exports from Cuttack to foreign ports the chief were rice, wheat, 
and oilseeds. The trade in oilseeds is stated to have declined of late, partly in 
consequence of the greater attention bestowed on the export of rice, and partly 
because the firm which used to send sesamum to France have now left the 
district. The exports of rico rose from 91,196 ewt., valued at Rs. 2,59,661, 
in 1875-76, to 177,189 cwt., valued at Rs. 5,12,110, in 1876-77. Mauritius, 
Arabia, and Ceylon take the bulk of the Cuttack export. The foreign exports 
from Pooree show a decline, and the increase in Balasore is due to the large 
cepaigaments of rice to Mauritius, Ceylon, and the Maldives. 

‘Turning tothe coasting trade of the Orissa ports, it will be found that the 
imports into Cuttack, excluding treasure, have fallen by about three lakhs in 

. consequence of the diminished import of cotton picce-goods. If treasure he 
included, the decline amounts to a little more than two lakhs. At Pooree the 
supers hayé risen enormously, owing to gunny-bags received from Bombay 
and treasure from tho Madras ports. At Balasore the increase, though less 
marked than at Pooree, was considerable. It occurred chiefly in treasure 
brought to pay for the purchases of rice from the cultivators, and also in 
cotton twist, metals, and gunny-bags. ‘ 
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In all of the Orissa ports the rise in exports to Indian ports was enormous, 
ocourring chiefly in rice, the export of which is shown as follows :— 
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+ The accuracy of these figures is open to some doubt, as has been observed 
above, but they prove that the resources of Orissa have been made available to 
relieve a famine-stricken country at the time of its extreme need. It is hoped 
that a permanent development of the Orissa trade may result from the opera- 
tions of the past year. Balasore shows an amount of exports which appears to 
be disproportionately large, but it has already been observed in the Resolution 
on the general administration report of Orissa that this is due to the ship- 
ment of Cuttack rice through the port of Chandbally, which lies just within the 
western boundary of the Balasore district. ‘ 

* * * oe, * * * 
By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
H. J, REYNOLDS, 


Seeretary to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE GENERAL REPORT ON PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
FOR THE YEAR 1876-77. 


GENERAL DEVARTMENT.—EDUCATION No. 43. 


Calcutta, the 4th January 1878, . 
Reap— s 
The General Report on Public Instruction for the year 1876-77, 

Tue financial position of the Government of Bengal at the opening of 
the year 1876-77 compelled the Lieutenant-Governor ‘not only to impress on 
all heads of departments the urgent need for the exercise of strict economy 
in the administration of the revenues, but also to make considerable reductions 
in the budget grants which it was originally proposed to assign under the seyeral 
heads of provincial expenditure. During each of the years which followed 
the Sntroduction of the system of provincial finance established in 1871, the local 
Government had at its disposal accumulated balances which were available to 
meet any surplus of expenditure over receipts, and charges were consequently 
admitted on a scale which the current income of the Government would not 
have justified. These balances, however, were surrendered to the Government 
of India in partial liquidation of the liabilities incurred by Bengal during the 
scarcity of 1874, and the Governnicnt found it necessary, in settling the pro- 
vineial budget for 1876-77, to keep the sanctioned expenditure strictly within 
the amount of the expected income of the year. 

2. The Department of Education, in common with the other departments 

of the provincial administration, suffered under these necessary retrenchinents, 
The grant originally intended to be astigned was Rs. 25,838,333; but this sum 
was successively reduced, first to Rs. 24,92,236, and eventually to Rs. -24,67,236. 
The actual expenditure of the year was Rs. 24,61,599, of which Rs. 4,71,814 
represent departmental receipts, and the balance, Rs. 19,89,785, is the net 
Government expenditure. The gross expenditure in 1874-75 was Rs, 25,11,830, 
the sanctioned grant for 1875-76 was Rs. 26,14,010, and the actual expenditure 
of that year amounted to Rs. 26,832,444. The figures are not’ quite accurately . 
given in the opening paregraphs of the Director's present report; but it will 
appear, from what has been suid, that the expenditure of 1876-77 from the 
Education Budget was about half a lakh below that of 1874-75, and nearly 1} 
lakhs below that of the year 1875-76. 
+ 3. The officers of the department exerted themselves loyally and strenu- 
ously to carry out the orders of Government, and to prevent the diminution 
of the grant from injuriously affecting the progress of education, But it wus 
inevitable that so serious a reduction in the Available funds should not only 
arrest development, but should in some cases result in an actual decrease in 
the number of schools and pupils ; and this decrease has occurred in middle schools 
generally, and in primary schools in the great majority of districts. There 
was also a considerable decrease in the number of schools for special instruction, 
but this did not arise from the reduction of the grant, but from the closing of 
several normal schools of the second and third grades—a measure which was 
carried out by Government upon grounds independent of financial consider- 
ations. 

4, Under these circumstances, the Lieutenant-Governor regards it as a 
satisfactory proof of the general soundness and vitality of our educational 
system that, notwithstanding these disadvantages and drawbacks, the num- 
ber of schodls and colleges under inspection, and the pupils attending them, 
showed a marked increase during the year. The figures are given in the fol- 
lowing table :-— 

i 1876, 187, 
-— — 
Cuass ov Inerrrerions. Schools. Pupila. 








Government inst ~ 250 24,908 
Grantan-aid ditto : 1,873 87,870 
vod Cirele Pand Institetions rae) 353,108 
‘Unaided ustivutions we 29038 OO1LL 

For special instrution® ~ a 4s 
Total a 17,850 585,804 


* Schools for special instruction aro sll Governmentsinatitatoos, except 16 sidod normal schools with 852 pupils, and 
‘ev unaided technical school with 265 pupils. * 


. 
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5. An examination of this table shows that the increase in the number 
of Government schools has not becn accompanied by a corresponding increase 
in the number of pupils; that though grant-in-aid schools bave diminished 
by 80, the number of pupils in them has increased ; that schools supported from 

- the primary fund show an inercase in nunbers, with no increase in pupils; that 
a large additional number of unaided pathsalas have been brought under inspec- 
tion; and that, notwithstanding the decrease in tho number of schools for 
special instruction, the pupils attending them have not very greatly dimin- 
ished. If the unaided institutions, which are of course unaffected by the 
finunces of the department, are excluded from the returns of both years, 1t will 
be seen that while in 1875-76 there were 15,492 schools with 469,693 pupils, in 
1876-77 the number of &chools rose to 16,849, but that of pupils diminished to 
468,884. 

"6. If the schools are classifi d, not according to the budget grant from 
which they are supported, but according to the character of the instraction 
imparted in them, the results of the year are as follow :— 
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Unaided primary schools are not shown in this table, the standard of 
instruction in these not being accurately defined. Intermediate schools appear 
as a now class in the returns of 1876-77; in the previous ycar intermediate 
English schools did not exist, and intermediate vernacular schools were included 
in the primary class. The falling off in middle schools, and especially in 
middle English schools, is very noticeable, the number ‘of middle English 
schools in 1875-76 being the same as that of middle, English and inter- 
mediate English together in 1876-77. In the middle vernacular schools 
the loss is not so great, asthe majority of the intermediate vernacular 
schools have not come down from the middle class, but have risen from 
the primary class. But it is estimated that of the 214 middle vernacular 
schools which have disappeared from the retums of the year, about 40 or 50 
have been entirely sioa6a, and the’ rest have fallen to a lower class. Primary 
schools show a decrease of nearly 1,000, This means that, in round numbers, 
1,800 of these schools have becn raised to the intermediate class, and 1,200 
have disappeared from Bengal generally, while no jess than,1,500 new schodls 
have been added to the list in the two districts of Midnapore and Balasore. 

7. In all this there is no ground for apprehension, and but little cause 
for regret. Some of thg weaker schools, which possessed little vitality 
independent of the Government grant, have been closed; while a more careful 
classification has shown that some schools were unable to maintain the standard 
under which they were previously ranked. But the colleges and higher English 
schools at one end of the scale, and the primary schools at the other, have in 
general stood the test of financial reductions in a manner which shows the 
soundness of the basis upon which they are established. The lésson to be 
deduced from the experience of the year appears to be that the middle schools 
are the weakest part of our educational system, und that special efforts should 
be made to strengthen and improve them. —« 

8. The favourable inference which may be drawn from ‘these. returns 
is confirmed by an, examination of the figures which show the proportion of the 
total educational expenditure contributed te Government and by the people 
themselves. Including the charges of the Medical College and savale which 
are not shown in the Education Budget; the jotal expenditure on ‘ i: 
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education was Rs. 42,34,000, of which Rs. 22,52,000 were paid by Government. 
In the previous year the Government contribution was Rs. 24,035,000, and the 
total expenditure Rs. 41,89,000. An increase of nearly half a lakh of rupees if 
the total expenditure, combined with a decrease of more than a lakh and a half 
in the payments by Government, shows that during the year the private funds 
expended upon education increased by about two lakhs of rupees. The Govern- 
ment share of educational expenditure has decreased during tle year from 
57 to 53 per cent., and this decrease in the rate is found in the schools of 
every class. The contributions from the public were Rs, 16,68,000 in 1874-75, 
Rs. 17,86,000 in 1875-76, and Rs, 19,82,000 in 1876-77. These figures appear 
to the Licutenant-Governor to afford a conyineing proof that the people are 
willing not merely to accept the instruction im ated inour schools, but, to take 
their share in supporting it; and it is especially satisfactory to find that, in a 
syear in which- the Government was compelled to enforce measurus of the 
strictest economy, the schools suffered no pecuniary loss, the deficiency being 
supplied, and more than supplied, by increased contributions from the public, 

9. The primary schools supported or aided by Government showed a 
decrease during the year of nearly 1,000 schools and 46,000 pupils. But this 
decrease is owing, as has already been explained, to the elevation of about 
1,300 of the best primary schools to the intermediate class. There has therofore 
been a real increase of about 300 schools; and as it appears that 1,500 pathsalas 
have been newly brought on the returns in the’ two districts of Balasore and 
Midnapore, it follows that about 1,200 schools have disappeared in other dis- 
tricts. Some of these continue to exist as unaided schools, but it is to be 
feared that the greater number have been closed. The unaided schools 
brought under inspection have increased from 2,048 schools with 43,714 pupils 
to 5,282 schools with 96,859 pupils. In the whole number of schools aided 
from the primary fund there are above 338,000 pupils, of whom it is-ostimated 
that about two-thirds, or 225,000, are in the lowest stage of instruction ; 
110,000 are able to read, write, and understand easy sentences out of a book, 
while at least 3,000 have reached a higher stage than this. . 

10. The report contains some suggestive and interesting paragraphs on 
the character of the instruction imparted in the indigenous schools of the 
country, the pfiect of the'impulse given to: primary education by the orders 
of 1872, the further degree of success which may reasonably be hoped for, and 
the dangers which have to be guarded against in extending and developing 
the present system, Such questions as these do not admit of proper and 
Sufficient discussion within the limits of a Resolution, and_the Licutonant- 
Governor, while expressing his general concurrence in the Director's views, 
would rather commend these paragraphs to the perusal of those interested in 
the subject, than attempt to enter’ upon a detailed examination of the facts 
and arguments advanced in them. ‘ 

11. Some remarks, however, appear to be called for upon the tendency 
which exists in some districts to raise the pathsalas to a standard unsuited to 
the requirements of those clusses of the people for whom these schools were 
originally intended. Jessore, Moorshedabad, and Burdwan are noticed in the 
report as districts in which this tendency is specially conspicuous. It must be 
distinctly understood that it is not the policy of the Government to convert 
the pathsalas into cheap middle schools; and that the success of a pathsala 
is to he tested, not by the proficiency of the three or four boys who go =p for 
the scholarship examination, but by the average progress-of the general body 
of pupils. » : 

a The adoption of a system of payment by results is the best means 

of ing this end, while at the same time it allows a larger number of 
to‘ bo aided from the district grant. It is therefore satisfactory to 
that this system, in one form or another, is now being very generally intro- 
Tn some districts the plan adopted is that of rewards after examination ; 
of the payment of remuneration according to the classification 

; in others, again, the payment is made to depend on the result of the 
officer's report. In several of the Behar districts the supervision of the 
punchayets has been employed with very successful results. The Lieute- 
would by no means desire to pass any orders tending to reduce 

of practice to one uniform standard. It is for the local offigers 
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to determine, in consultation with the circle inspectors, the system best adapted 
fo the conditions and requirements of their respective districts. ‘The present 
report affords abundant evidence of the attention which District Magistrates have 
devoted to the subject. The Magistrate of Bankoora, Mr. Larminie, deserves 
honourable mention for the elaboration of a scheme under which Bankoora has a 
larger praportion of school-going children to population than any other district 
in Bengal. The system, however, though it works admjrably in Bankoora, is 
inapplicable to a large district. he plan originated by Mr. Harrison in 
Midaspore has continued to give éxcellent results during the year, and has 
Deen successfully introduced into the Balasore district, In the 24-Pergunnahs 
Mr. Wilson has adopted a system, based upon a scheme of the late Mr. Woodrow, 
of rewards for the attainment of certain educstional standards. The Magis- 
trates of Noakholly and Balasore, and the Deputy Commissioner of Manbhoom, 
have exerted themselves in various ways for the promotion of primary educa~+ 
tion, and the differences of system which prevail in these and in many other 
districts are really a measure of the intelligent appreciation given by the 
respective officers to the varying circumstances of their districts and to the 
special difficulties which have to be overcome. 

18. The standard for the primary scholarship examination was con- 
siderably raised this year, and the test is said to have been very strictly 
enforced. In all, 8,110. schools sent up 11,462 candidates, and of these 
5,246 passed and 886 obtained scholarships, the rest receiving certificates of 
merit according to their proficiency, . It is noticeable that this year girls 
competed for this scholarship: for the first time, and that in Jessore one 
girl obtained a scholarship, while in Tipperah three girls passed and one 
obtained a scholarship, standing first on the whole list. In Bhagulpore the 
scholarships appear to have been awarded without examination, a cireum- 
stance which calls for explanation from the Commissioner, as the omission to 
hold an examination in that district was noticed in the Resolution upon last 
year’s report, On the whole, the Director thinks it is certain that the results 
of the year show a great advance. But there seems some reason to fear that 
these scholarships, which were intended to assist gifted boys of tho lowest 
social classes in prosecuting their studies toa higher standard, are in many 
cases awarded to candidates who were simply attachéd to the paghsalas by the 
prospect of'a scholarship, and who would otherwise have studied ina middle 
school, It is thought worthy of special notice that in one case the son of a 
weaver, and in another case the son of a milkman, obtained a scholarship ; 
whereas instances of this kind should have been the rule, and not the excep- 
tion, ‘The Director will be inyited to consider whether any regulations ean be 
devised to restrict a practice whigh tends to defeat the object which the Govern- 
ment had in view in establishing these rewards. 

}4. The area of secondary instruction, which reaches from the standard 
of the primary schools to the standard of the University Entrance Examination, 
was enlarged during the year by the establishment of the new class of inter- 
mediate schools. ‘The present returns include 1,501 intermediate vernacular 
schools with 52,650 pupils, and 112 intermediate English schools with 4,328 
pupils. These intermediate schools are principally improved pathsalas; in some 
cases they, are reduced middle’ schools, and in a few instances they are newly- 
founded schools. But it is generally agreed that the vernacular schools of this 
class have been much more useful than those which attempt to give instruction 
in English. While the vernacular schools have in general risen from a lower 
grade, the English schools have, with scarcely an exception, been brought 

jown from a higher class. This result, indeed, is the natural consequence of 
the low Mandar which at present prevails in the middle English schools; and 
it may be confidently asserted that until the teaching, and especially the English 
teaching, in schools of this class shall have been generally improved, no.room 
will be found for the establishment of an intermediate class between the middle 
and the primary schools, After full consideration, the Lieutenant-Governor 
has lately determined to’ discontinue the award of the special scholarship for 
intermediate English schools, and this will no doubt be followed by the dis- 
appearance of this class of schools from the returns. 

15. As the examination for intermediate scholarships was held for the first 
time during the year, the Lieutenant-Governor thinks it sufficient to notice, 
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rather than to censure, the laxity with which the rules upon the subject were 
enforced. It was the intention of Government that primary schools should be 
allowed to elect whether they would compete for the primary or for the 
intermediate scholarship. But it appears that these onders were generally 
jnterpreted to mean that any school which pleased might send up candidates 
for the intermediate scholarships, and the natural result was that the majority 
of these scholarships.were awarded to students from middle schools—a class of 
pupils for whom the scholarships were not designed, and to whose attainments 
the feacne standard was not adapted. “For the intermediate vernacular 
scholarship 723 schools sent up 1,645 candidates, of whom 867 passed and 185 
obtained scholarships: for the English scholarship the number of schools was 76, 
and that of candidates 201, Of these, 146 passed and 39 obtained scholarships, 
The Director has since issued a circular calling attention to the true meaning of 
+ the Government orders on this subject, and it is hoped that all possibility of 
misapprehension will now have been removed. 
16. The number of middle vernacular schools decreased during the year 
from 1,259 schools with 59,304 pupils to 1,045 schools with 51,718 pupils. ° 
The causes of this decrease have already been explained : some schools have 
been abolished in consequence of the reduction of the grant, and others. have 
fallen to the intermediate standard. The decrease was in the aided and private 
schools : the Government schools maintained their -numbers, but showed no 
appreciable increase, The results of the vernacular scholarship examination, 
which is the recognized test of the education given in these schools, contrast 
very unfavourably with those of the preceding year. In 1876, 824 middle schools 
sent up 8,003 candidates, of whom 1,559 passed and 218 obtained scholar- 
ships. In 1875, 2,521 candidates passed out of 4,062 who presented themselves 
for examination. It is suggested in the report that this is due in some measure 
to the recent modifications introduced into the scholarship course.’ But this 
explanation is insufficient to account for so serious a decline, and the fact that 
more than one-fifth of the schools failed to send up any candidates at all affords 
a proof that middle school teaching requires to be actively stimulated and 
carefully supervised. . 
17. The returns for middle English schools point to a similar conclusion. , 
In 1875-76 these schools’ numbered 623 with $4,072 pupils: in 1876-77 the 
numbers fell to 511 schools and 30,072 pupils. The progress in these schools 
is tested by.the minor scholarship examination ; and it appears that in the year 
under report 292 middle English schools sent up 923 candidates for this scholar- 
ship, and that of these 486 passed and 108 obtained scholarships. It follows that 
only three schools in every five compete at all for the sthalacahip; and that 
there are 220 schools shown in the returns.as middle English schools which 
are unable to send up any candidates for the examination which is the recog- 
nized standard of their class. In the previous year there were 1,140 candidates 
for the minor scholarship, and of these 816, or 72 per cent., passed ; whereas 
in the present year the proportion of successful candidates is only about 53 per 
cent. The returns do not show what proportion of the competing schools 
suceeeded in passing any of their candidates; and the Lieutenant-Governor 
would ask that this may be stated in future reports, as regards both yernacular 
and English middle schools. ¥ zs 
18, It is easy to trace the causes of this decline both in the numbers of 
middle schools and in the character of the instruction given in them; but it is 
4 matter of more diffieylty to suggest a remedy. The fact appears to be that, 
though the middle vernacular schools in many cases retain much of the stamp 
of excellence originally impressed upon them, they have in gencral ceased to 
be popular institutions. To a promising or ambitious boy, vernacular education, 
however éxcellent, seems to hold out little’ prospect of a successful career, He 
feels that, even-if he obtains a scholarship, he will compete on disadvantageous 
sterms in the struggle for the coveted prize of Government service with rivals 
who began the study of English at an earlier age. But if, in the vernacular 
middle schools, the deine is owing to the falling off of pupils, the low stand- 
ard of English middle schools arises from the deficiency of the teaching staff. 
The Director remarks that schools of this class are very popular; it must be 
added that in general they are also yery worthless. The teaching which they 
give is ih no sense education, and can scarcely even be called instruction, Its 
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rominent feature is the attempt made by untrained masters, themselves very 
imperfectly acquainted with English, to impart a smattering of English to boys 
who have never studied their own vernacular, and have never been grounded in 
any useful branches of learning. In his recent tours of inspection, the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor noticed with much concern the waste of time and money 
expended in producing these anpeodiatle results, and the social mischief of 
encouraging lads to aim at a class of education which was only within their 
reach ina very inefficient form, and which certainly exposed them to the proba- 
bility of heavy disappointments when their school career is finished. ° 

19. The policy which the Government desires to adopt in reference to 
this matter has been explained in orders which have recently been issued. In 
all Government middlo schools it is intended that sound vernacular training shall 
be made the preliminary to English education, and in aided schools the accept- 
ance of a similar principle will be a condition of the receipt of a Government 

nt. With this object, candidates for the minor scholarship examination will 
e required to pass the full vernacular tests, and, if the necessary books shall be 
forthcoming, it will also be required that English grammar shall be taught in 
the vernacular. It is also intended to increase the number of Government 
middle schools, as it is found that a Government school usually serves as a 
model to aided and private schools in its neighbourhood. The Government 
vernacular middle schools. at the sudder stations of districts are for the most 
part of oxcellent quality, and similar schools will now be established in sub- 
divisions. ‘he working of these orders will require to be very carefully 
watched by tho inspecting officers of the department, and it must be clearly 
understood that the Government has no desire to prohibit, or even to discourage, 
the study of English in middle schools, but only to require that the teaching 
shall conform to the object with which the schools were founded—namely, the 
imparting ‘of sound vernacular instruction, 

20. The vitality of the higher English schools, teaching up to the stand- 
ard of the Entrance Examination, is shown by the fact that, under all the 
difficulties of the year, they increased both in number aud pupils, the figures for 
the last two years being as follows :— 











11 1876-77. 
Scion. Papin’ ‘Stoo. Papi 

Government schools "a. §645 11,952 48 = 12,285 
Aided schools as ws = 85 9,580 88 10,365 
Private schools vs vs 43 11,087 44 10,357 
Total ... 173 82,629 180 82,957 








It is also worthy of notice that, whereas a large proportion of middle schools are 
unable, as already shown, to send up candidates for middle scholarships, the 
number of higher schools which send up candidates for the Entrance is actually 
greater than the whole number of schools shown in the returns. Candidates 
were sent up by 175 schools in 1875-76 and by 185 schools in 1876-77. ‘The 
explanation of this of course is that some private schools, which do not appear 
in the returns, send up candidates; but the general result is a striking proof that 
a fairly high standard is maintained on the average in all.schools of this class. 
21. The system of net grants to zillah schools, originated by Sir George 
Campbell in 1872, has produced excellent results, and the term of five years, for 
hid the grants were originally made, having expired, the grants have been 
renewed for three yor with such modifications as experience has shown to be 
required. Schools have been arranged in three classes, the number of pupils 
in the school being taken as the basis of classification, and a standard scale of 
establishment has been fixed for each class. The system of net grants 
ossesses a double advantage: it tends at the same time to promote private 
Eberality, and to check injudicious expenditure, and the sn improvement 
which Government pacer of the lngher class have shown di the last few 
ears in, numbers, popularity, and efficiency, may in great aseribed to 
the working of this system under the superte dailies of the ral committees. 
22. For the Entrance Examination of Deéember 1876, 185 schools sent w 
1,849 candidates, and 1,005 of these passed, 18 per cent. of these bei 
in the first division, 47 per cont. in tho second, and 26 per cent. in the third. 
‘The total percentage of successful candidates was 543, against 31 in the 
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previous year. In the Government schools 65:4 per cent. of the candidates 
passed, the Hindu and Hare Schools in Calcutta taking, ‘as usual, the highest 
place. The report suggests reasons for thinking that the marked improvement 
shown this year may fairly be attributed, not to any relaxation of the standard, | 
put to better preparation on the part of the candidates. Next to the Calcutta 
schools, the Dacca collegiate school occupied the most honourablé place, and 
among the zillah schools the two schools of Burrisal and Mymensingh. The 
position taken by the schools at Berhampore, Chittagong, Arrah, Pubna, and 
Balasore calls for some departmental inquiry into the causes of their want of 
SUCCESS. . 

28. The Government colleges teaching up to the B.A. standard are 
six in number, the Kishnaghur and Cuttack colleges having opened 4th-y 
classes during the year. There are also six Government colleges of the second 
grade, in which instruction is confined to the standard of tho First Arts 
Examination. ‘There are six aided colleges and three unaided, of which last 
class the Metropolitan Institution in Calcutta is the only one which contains 
any considerable number of college students, The large proportion of candi- 
dates who passed the Entrance Examination had the natural effect of raising 
the number of students in the colleges; but the increase was greatest in the 
aided and unaided institutions. The numbers in the Presideney and Dacea 
colleges remained stationary. There was some inerease at Hooghly und Paina, 
and a large increase at Kishnaghur, owing to the popularity of the college 
from the restoration of the B.A. classes. The infant college at Cuttack, which 
was founded only two years ago, also shows a considerable accession of 
students. The total number of wnder-graduate pupils in the Government 
colleges was 1,001, and in the aided colleges 556, or a total number of 1,557, 
against a total of 1,249 in the previous year and 1,213 in 1874-75. The 
numbers in unaided colleges cannot be accurately given. 

24. The expenditure upon college education is shown in the following 
table :— és 











Government fund, Foes and private funds, Total 


Rs. Rs, Rs. 
Government colleges oe 2,00,335 88,805 2,89,140 
Aided colleges ..? on 24,197 3,631 1,07,828 








. The figures differ little from those of the preceding year, and the increase 
is attributable to the larger number of students. The average annual cost of 
the education of each student is Rs. 407 in a Government college and Re. 308 
in an aided college. 7 

25. For the First Arts Examination, which takes place at the end of two 
years from matriculation, 330 candidates appeared and 151 passed. The Kish- 
naghur and Hooghly colleges were specially distinguished, while among the 
Dacea students there was a general failure. It is observable that a large 
majority of the successful candidates elected the course in science for their 
Studies for the B.A. degree. For the B.A. examination there were 242 candi- 
dates and 115 passed, the general result being thus much better than those of 
the previous year. From the Government colleges 57 per cent. of the candi- 
dates satisfied the examiners, and the results would have been much better even 
than these had it not been for the failure of the students from Dacca and Patna, 
For the M.A. examination there were 23 candidates for honours in Arts, of whom. 
15 were successful, while eight candidates out of 17 obtained the ordinary 
M.A. degree. 

26. .In the. Resolution upon last year’s report, the paucity of those who 
toke.degrees in the University, in comparison with the number who matriculate, 
was‘ noticed as a serious lot in our educhtional results. 1 was pointed out 
“that the one in Arts are only about one-tenth of the number who matri- 
culate. The -Lieutenant-Governor is therefore glad to observe that the results 
of the year under review show,a marked improvement in this respect. The 
702. who matriculated in 1874-75 were eligible this year for the 
First Arts Examination, and, as has already been remarked, 330 presented 
themselves and 151 passed. Similarly, in 1874-75 144 candidates passed the 
First Arts and were eligible this year for the B.A, degree, which 115 students 
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actually obtained, or, in other words, the graduates in Arts this year were 80 
per cent, of the whole number who passed the First Arts standard two years 
before. Such results as these cannot fail to exercise a marked influence, at 
no distant date, on the character of the educated classes, and, through them, on 
that of the people at large. It rests, indeed, with the University, rather than 
with the Government, to direct the course of college study, and to ensure that 
the distinction of a degree shall imply the possession of tltose mental qualities 
which generally distinguish men of sound and solid education. These quali- 
ties, the Director thinks, are now found in the successful candidates at the 
examinations for honours; the Lieutenant-Governor hopes that he is right, for 
it is a matter of deep interest to the Government that education of this type 
should be extended to a larger circle of students. 

27. The department of special instruction includes the subjects of law, 
medicine, civil engineering, surve; ving and industrial schools, and the School of 
Art in Calcutta. ‘There are five Government colleges to which law classes are 
attached, but the number of students has steadily declined for some years past. 
The civil engineering department of the Presidency College and the English 
department of the Medical College show a similar falling off, and for the 
present there seems reason to think that these professions are overstocked. 
But if this is really the case, the evil is one which may be trusted to work its 
own remedy. The vernacilar medical and survey schools, which draw their 
pupils from a lower social stratum, and qualify for a less ambitious professional 
career, are working successfully. In the School of Art the students decreased 
from 184 to 119, but there was’ an increase in the Government expenditure 
which calls for explanation. ‘The industrial school at Dacca is in a languish- 
ing condition; while the school recently opened at Ranchi is doing useful, if 
humble, work under the management of Mr. Herzog of the Chota Nagpore 
Mission. The industrial school at Dehree, though expensive, is an excellent 
and efficient institution with 78 pupils on the rolls, partly Europearis and 
partly Natives.: The funds raised for the proposed industrial school at Banki- 
pore have fallen very far short of the amount originally expected, and the 
scheme is for the present in abeyance, The Lieutenant-Governor is disposed 
to think that, with the consent of the subscribers, it might be desirable to utilize 
this money by founding additional studentships at Dehree, where there are 
alread: alified staff of instructors and all appliances for teaching. 

28. On a general review of this province of the department of education, 
the Lieutenant-Governor is compelled to express his regret not only that so little 
has actually been done, but that the native community show so little desire to 
take up the important question of technical instruction in an earnest and 
practical spirit. Of tne two Associations in Calcutta which were referred to in 
last year’s hs said as having been founded for the promotion of technical educa- 
tion, it is understood that one confines its efforts to the delivery of occasional 
lectures, and that the other has made no progress at all towards effecting its object. 
The question of industrial schools has been very fully discussed: the advantagds 
of an independent career have been theoretically admitted; the Government 
has announced its readiness to give all the assistance ‘in its power. What is 
now required is not the advocacy, but the example, of those classes of 
society which, in spite of all warnings and _all disappointments, continue 
to overcrowd the public service, and to expend, in competitions for ill-paid 
clerkships, energies and abilities which might ensure’a prosperous and lucrative 
career in other walks of life. It has occurred to the Lieutenant-Governor that 
something might be done to establish scholarships from selected “schools in 
various parts of the country tenable at Dehree, or the new Public Works School 
being established in Calcutta. Some of these scholarships might be reserved 
for European and Eurasian schools, and possibly persons interested in technical 
education might be found willing to endow such scholarships at all events for 
aterm of years, Such workshops as those at Dehree ure ciadots efficient for’ 
the purpose of technical instruction than any schools likely to be established 
by private persons, ‘ : 

29. The tollowing figures show the progress in female education during 
the year. Schools for native girls increased from 403 with 9,690 pupils tv 
464 with 10,492 pupils, and the number of native girls studying in boys’ schools 
rose from 7,186 to 9,794. Altogether there were 20,286 girls under instruc- 
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tion, against 16,876 in the previous year. Besides these, there were 17 schools 
for European girls, with 1,339 pupils. The success of some girls in the com- 
petition for primary scholarships has already been noticed, and the progress 
made in girls’ schools in the mofussil is reported to be satisfactory ; the schools 
under the managewent of the Utterpara Hitakari Sobha being spegially 
eficient and successful. In Calcutta, a large proportion of the Government 
expenditure on native female education is incurred in aiding the missionary 
yenana agencies, and, from the reports furnished by Mrs. M. Wheeler, the Deput: 
Inspectress of Schools, it seems doubtful whether any adequate return for this 
outlay is received. The Bethune School in Calcutta shows some increase.in the 
number of pupils, and a lower school has been added to it for the benefit of the 
poorer classes ; but the school cannot be considered successful, and its reorga- 
nization on a wider basis is under the consideration of Government. 

30. The necessity for devoting a special section of the report to the 
subject of Mahomedan education arises not so much from the absence of 
Mahomedana from the general schools of the country, as from the fact that a 
separate fund (the Mohsin Endowment) is assigned to the promotion of educa- 
tion among this class of the community, This endowment is expended partly 
in the maintenance of five madrissas for instruction in oriental learning, partly 
in the award of Mohsin scholarships to deserving Mahomedan students, und 
partly in the payeaeut at ordinary colleges and schools of a portion of the 
fees of Mahomedan pupils of the poorer classes. The madrissas are reported 
to have worked successfully during the year, especially the Calcutta Madrissa, 
which has shown a steady increase in numbers for several years past. But, 
on the whole, the number of Mahomedan pupils in all Government and aided 
schools showed a diminution from 91,223 (or 19-4 per cent. of the whole 
number of boys at school) to 81,585, or 17-2 per cent. This is attributable to 
the decrease in the number of primary schools in those districts which have a 
large Mahomedan population, as Maliomedan boys attend the pathsalas more 
largely than any other class of schools. It is observable that in schools of 
special instruction, as law and medicine, Mahomedans are scarcely found, 
except in Behar. In the Patna Medical School they form a large majority of 
the students. In the B.A. examination of the University the Mahomedan . 
candidates did well, four’ passing out of ten, who presented themselves, and 
three of these in the first division. : 

31. The reductions made during the year in the number and cost of 
pormal schools were due to the carrying out of the policy explained in the 
Resolution upon last year’s report. It is intended that a first grade normal 
school shall be maintained in each Commissioner's division, and that schools of 
the second and third grades shall be confined to backward districts, in which 
schools of secondary instruction are few. During the year under review there 
were seven Government schools of the first grade, four of the second, and 14 
of the third, and from these schools 718 gurus received certificates of qualifica- 
tion as teachers of primary schools, and 163 candidates passed the examination 
for masterships in middleand higher schools. The Director thinks that the 
stipend allowance in normal schools is too small, and that the schools at their 
present strength cannot supply a sufficient number of pundits. But the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor remarks that hardly any effect has yet been given to that 
part of the orders of 1875 which’provided that normal schools of tho first grade 
should be examining as well as teaching bodies. The purport of these orders 
should be generally explained, and uncertificated masters should be sonnragel 
to attend -the examinations with the object of obtaining certificates. is 
impossible for the Government to undertake to give stipends to all those who 
adopt the poteetien of pundits ; and the full benefit of the normal school system 
ean only be realized by a general application of tho principle that these 

is are institutions for testing results as well as for imparting instruction, 
> _ 82. The following statement exhibits the details of schools and pupils, 
and the distribution of funds under the grant-in-aid system, during tho last 
two years: * 








are. 
Number of aided schools and colle; oe 1,889" 
Numer ot ils = ae * 88,112 
Receipts from Governmont Rs. 4,30,128 Rs. 4,37,564 


Total receipts ds wy 18,17,286 —,, 14,09,410 
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There has thus been some decrease in the number of schools, while the 
number of pupils is nearly the same, and the expenditure, both of Government 
money and of private funds, shows a considerable increase. As was the ease last 
year, the largest share of Government expenditure was for middle English 
schools and for feniale education. Complaints of irregular in the mode of 
keeping the accounts of aided schools, and of the imperfection of the present 
system of checks, have from time to time been brought te the notice of Govern- 
ment, The present report discusses in some detail a scheme proposed by the 
Inspector of the Presidency Circle for simplifying the accounts, and ensuring the 
maintenance of an efficignt teaching staff in schools of this class. The annual 
report, however, is not the proper place for bringing forward proposals of this 
kind ; and any suggestions which the Director desires to offer on the subject 
should be separately submitted. 

33, The question of the education of European and East Indian children 
was discussed at length in last year's report, and it was then remarked that 
sufficient school accommodation had been provided for this class of the com- 
munity. Accordingly, no increase in the number of these schools was found 
necessary during the year, but some additional aid was given, in the form of 
capitation grants, to several of the Calcutta schools. From the census returns 
of Calcutta, it appears that there are about 3,400 European and East Indian 
children of school-going age in the town; and the returns show that 2,942 
children were actually attending schools aided by Government on the 81st 
March 1877. Adding to these the children at unaided schools, there appears no 
reason to think that any considerable want remains to be supplied. 

34, The strength of the irispecting staff, though considerably increased 
under recent orders, is reported to. ba still very insufficient for the number of 
schools which are now under the supervision of the department. Including two 
special officers, the number of Deputy Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors of Schools 
is -202, and thore are no leas than 21,532 schools under inspection, giving each 
officer an average of above.106 schools to supervise. Proposals are under consi- 
deration for re-distributing the present inspecting circles and for appointing 
assistant inspectors. But it is evident that, if every school is to be locally 
visited, the present inspecting agency ought to be doubled; and this would 
involve an expenditure which it js éntirely beyond the power of the Govern- 
ment to incur. The only practicable solution of the difficulty is that suggested 
in the report, viz. to bring the primary schools, which far outnumber the 
schools of all other grades, under a system of payment by results, which will 
in a great measure dispense with the necessity for local visits. 

A general summary of the results of the year, as gathered from the’ 
foregoing paragraphs, shows that, while the work of the department has been 
conducted under some difficulties and disadvantages, considerable progress has 
been made, and a still further measure of success may be hoped for in the future. 
Tn particular, the educational history of the year is ‘characterized by two cir- 
cumstances which appear to the Lieutenant-Governor to afford special ground 
for satisfaction—the large increase in the funds contributed by the people them- 
selves to schools of every class, and the marked success of the candidates from 
Bengal schools and colleges in the examinations of the University. The former 
of these shgws that the present system of public instruction is founded pon a 
‘secure basis; that it is not merely a Government department, but a national 
institution. The latter affords a proof that this confidence is not misplaced ; 
that the contributions, both of Government and of the community, are usefully 
expended ; and that, while the basis of education in Bengal is broad, the super- 
structure also is high. These are results upon which,,in the Lientenant- 
Goverhor’s opinion, both the officers of the department, arid the people at large 
may justly be congratulated. { 








By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, . 


H. J. REYNOLDS, 
Seoy. to the’ Government of Bengal. 


SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, JANUARY 16, 1878. 77 








DISTRICT ROAD FUND. 
No, 444. ‘ 


Extract from the Proceedings of the Hon'ble the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Beugal in the Public Forks Department (Locul,—Accounts), 
. under date the 11th January 1878. 


Read memoranium from the Examiner of Public Works Accounts, Bengal, No. 13D. dato 
the 4th January 1878, submitting an abstract of the receipts and expenditure of the 
several District Road Committees for the quartor ending 80th September 1877. 





+ Resonvtion.—The Lieutenant-Governor directs that the accounts of the 
receipts and expenditure of the’District Road Pund for the fourth quarter of 
the cess year 1876-77 be published in the Culewtta Gazette, and circulated to 
the officers concerned. 

Orpers.—Ordered that a copy of this resolution, together with a copy of 
the abstract of receipts and expenditure, be published in the supplement to the 
Caleuita Gazette. . 

Ordered that a copy of this resolution as well as the abstract referred to, 
be forwarded to the Financial Department of this Government for information. 
Also that copies of each be forwarded to all Commissioners of Divisions, to all 
Superintending Engineers of Circles in Bengal, to the Accountant-General of 
Bengal, and toy the Efaminer of Public Works Accounts in Bengal, for 
information. : 





" By Order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
J.B. T. NICOLLS, Major-Genl., R. B., 


“Secretary to the Government of Bengal 
vin the Public Works Department, 
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Abstract of Receipts and Expenditure of the several 
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Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Crops. 


Statement showing Rainfall, Wearker, and State and Prospects of the Cropa in the different Districts 
of Bengal, as reported to Gorernment during the week ending the 12th January 1878, 





Bompwan Divs, 


Puxsipeser Divs. 


Raysuanye any Coven oman Dive. 


47 |Naddes, oe: 
B\iewore, " Ww 
9 (Moorshodabad, B 





District, and date of 


returns 


Station 


Rainfall 
wtSudder 








Chatucter of the woather, state and prospects of tine crops, and 
state of health at date, 


ia 











1 (Bordwan, 


| 
| 
2 Baukoora, 


| 


Heorbhoom, 


Miduapore a 


Hooghly, 


Howral 





Central Districts. 


J24-Perguaoabs, Jan, 12 '78) 


20 |Dimgepores ITs 


11 | Kajshabye, ” 


ungpore, un, 


Bo 





14 [Puona, Wy 


16 |Darjecling, Hs} 


16 |Julpigoree, 


(cooou Behar, 10 





Nil 








Nil 


Na 


wil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Mil 


Nil 





Nil 


Ni 


cutwa 605, 


|The reaping of the amun crop is over. Fever is very prevalent in tho Jehanabad 
‘and Hood. Bood sub-divisions. Cholera has broken out. in the interior of the 
Culna and Cutwa subvdivisions and in the Sudder station of Burdwan, 


‘Weather—cold, an 
‘the morning’ 
promise well, 


during the lntter half of the week sky-lenden and heavy in 
rain were about to fall, All the growing erops continue to 





‘The sky bas been cloudy daring tho grentor part of the week. No change to 
report in the state and prospects of the erops. 


Return not received, 


Weuther—sessongble, Tho lute rice harvest is very iiearly over. ‘The rabbee cro} 
in tho ground are doing well, sugarcane is being pressed, No change in the 
stato of public health sines list week. * 





‘There are signs of rain, The amun harvest is nearly comple! 


Bore dhaw is 
being planted, the'late rain facilitated this, General health 


proved. 








Weather—very cold in the first part of th week ; Iattorly cloudy and warmer, 
Stato and ‘prospects of tho crops are good. | Cholera and fever ure abating, 
Cattle discuse is reported from Kalaron in Sutkhira sub-division, 





Weather—cold ut the beginning of the week. «Prospects of ‘the cold-weather 
erops aro reported ood. Cholera is suid t be ust abating in Kooshten, 
though it is stil) pre¥alent in Bongong sabedivision. 


Weather—scasonablo. Prospects of the winter crops are favorable, Fever ia 

abating. 

Weather—cold. ‘The prospects of the erops are the samo as reported last week. 
‘Tho reaping of the amun rice is nearly finished. Rain would do good to ti 

rulbee an boro dhan, Fever and eholera are on the decrease, except in Burwa, 

and Bhurutpore. 








[Weathor—cold, with slight mists.’ ‘The amun crop is cut in most places; the 
Gutturn in good. Rice is sélling at {rom 20 to 25 seers the rupee. 





(The weather hus been cold, but is now warmer. Some slight rain fell in parte of 
the district on the 11th instant. ‘The winter rice crop is still boing “harvested, 
‘Tue rubbee prospects are good. Choleru has xbated. Fover is still prevalent, 








Weathcr—seasonable. The rice harvest is completed; other fa 7 
Cholera here and there. pat 








gga recy oult: Poco Lier le a tho 12th instant, ly three-fourths 
of the amun have been gathered with very fuir results, ‘Th of kalai 
tnd mustard he eowmenced. : ee 


Weathor—seasonaily cool, The harvesting of amua dhan is not yet over. 
Mutter, khesari, mussoor, cheena, and masina promise u good outturn, The 
harvestitig of Auldi aud sugarcane has commenced. Fever and cholera have 





bated, 


good rete, 

Weather—seasonable. ‘The harvesting of the winter rice is nearly completed 
feuttura of Boe crop in yood, ‘The proopects of other crops’ are eeshitory, 

Health of the town of Julpigores hus improved. Foyer tus ulinost disap 


|Weather—very cold and chilly, with heavy fogs in the morning. For 
eins ol a cy, we fos mere, Pi mea pee 
lof the Aaimunti dian is almost finished; the price of new rive has. 

‘Re. 2-6 to Rs, 2-12 per mound. The prospects of tobacco, a 

other winter erops are satis! 7. Alittle rain would'do them good, 
‘tome places tho wost wind which biow om the Ist January 
the leaves of tobacco, Kevor is still provalent in mauy parts 

. 


\Vory chilly, misty weather. ‘The winter rico erop has yielded a 
"the minds erope of alai and vie mallets are doing wal, 


trout 
and 
‘ta 


it 

















SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, JANUARY 16, 1878, 81 

















ey 


tate and prospects of the crops, and 
state of health wc date. 
































. 
—— 
Rainfall 
District, and date of — |atSudder| 
No. return, pease 
BENGAL.—(Continued.) 
Bastern Districts. | 
17 |Dacea, Jan. 12°78 Nil 
18 |Parreedpore, ,, 12», | Nil 
E 
4 
Z 319 feckergange, 5, 20.) Ni 
20 |Mymensingh, , 11 ,, Nil 
21 |Tipperh, Wy, | Ni 
#2 |cnittagong, 20, | Nil 
é 
E (23 |woakholly,  , 10 | Nil 
§ {94 lonittagoag Hill 
2 ‘Tracts, » 8»! oF 
§ 
Hin Tipperah, 4 9 | Nil 
beHAR, 
| 26 |Patna, . 12 78) O50 
26 Jaya, » 18, | obo 
27 {Shahabad, » | 095 
g 
a a 
E | 98 [Dorbbungs, =, 12 »| Nil 
a 
i | eo |Mozufferpore, », 12 »| Nil 
a 
30 [Saran » 1% »| O96 
'sewan cr) 
al paran, yy: 12 | 008 
_ 7 82 [Monghyr, ~ 12 ,| 008 
88 [Bbagulpore, » 12 »,| O10 
i M » 12 ,] Nil 


Wonthor—cool and geatonable. State and prospects of the erops are favorable. 


Weuthor—clear and cold, ‘The harvesting of the winter rice erop is being come 
pleted. ‘The prosoects of the sp re #0 far good, but rain is required, 
‘There are still many eases of fev is of the itriot, 
but no fresh outbrenks 










|Weather—eold. ‘Tho reaping of amun rico hasmearly been finished, and the 
rage yield of the ent rict ix estimated at 14 annas of fall eroy 
‘The henlih of the people is remarkably good for the seuson of year. ‘The oatt 
are extremely healthy everywhere, 








|Weather—fino and cold, State and prospects of the crops are favourable. 
Weathor—cold aud bright. ‘The prospects of rice and other erops are good. 


Weather—cold and fine. ‘Tho amun crop is ten annas, Chillies, tobaceo, 
sakarkand, hy are doing wel. People in the north are prosprous, Promonta 
are good, ‘ 


Weather—very coli. ‘The reaping of the amun crop continues. Prospects are 
fair. Public lealth is good. 


Weather—ostremely cold after the rain on tho Ist instant, The gathering of 
the cotton erop is nearly over ; the outtarn is said to be below the average, 
‘The prompecta of both mustard and tobacco are good Cattle roported 
as provailing in Gurjania in Cox’s Bazar sub-division aud in Chingei Valley, 








Weather—quite dry, No change in the prospects of the cold-weather crops. 
. 


Weathor—seasonably cold. ‘The harvesting of rice has nearly beon Anished. 
Prospects of the rubbee crops have much improved owing to, the rainfall on 
‘tho night of tie 10th instant, Heulth is good. 

A spell of rainy wouther seems to have begun, Maximum thermometor in the 

shade 732°. The prospects of crops on the ground a. good, In Jehwnabad, 

the probable kiurree/ onttura is reported to be an average of 8 annus, No 

from Aurangabad yot, There were rain and stormy wenther in Johanabad on the 

Vth instant, but no figures are given. The returns from other subsdivisions 

fare dated the 20th, 





Weather—warmer and damper since the rain, ‘Tho excessive cold during the 
early part of the week is said to have damaged the rebbee crops in Bux 
‘The rain which fell in the past week materially benefitted the oro 

parts of the district, and the recent rain will have had a similar bonofiial effect. 








Wenther—vory cold. Prospects of the rubber crops are favorable, Mustard is 
looking well. Zadur has suffered a little from this woek's excessive cold. 





white front for two or three 

con 6 little injureds 
sion tabueco erop has 
ed from Seotamarhee. 


'Weathor—very cold; cloady at the end of the woek 

‘mornings in the Sudder sub-division, Rahur and peas h 
other rubbee crops are doing well. "In Hijeepore subsdi 
suffered to a certain extent by the frost, No report rec 
‘The prices of food-grains are stationary, 









Weather—very cold at the commencement of the week, the thormometer going 
down to 41° at night. ‘The weather changed on tho dfuemoon of the Ott 
instant, whon about a quurter of an inch of rain fell, ‘The wind is now 
Blowing from the east, and more rain may be hoped for. “She prospocts of the 
rubbee erops have been greatly improved by the timely rain. Wheat, barley, &e., 
fre in ear. ‘The sowings of poppy have boon completed in all parte of the 
district, and the young plants arc looking healthy, Prices aro stationary. 
Public bealth is good. 


Weat cold, with oneasional fogs; cloudy. No-chany 
the crope; the condition of the rabdee crops in promising. 


Weathor—cloudy, with east wind and slight rin, ‘The prospocts of the corps 
para maple improved by the late rain and the present weather, 


Wouther—lear and very cold during the Arst par of the wedk, slight rain on 

the night of the 10th instant; cloudy since. pects.are much the same as in 
the lust wook, Bain is still-wauted for the rubsee erops, especiully in the north 
of the district. Prices continue high, with brisk export by ruil, Genaral heulth 


is very good. D 














in the prospects of 








Wether—rery cok and foety in thecsly part ofthe wack. ‘The prospects 
continue 


‘though the tobuceo is said to have been injured by frost, , 


= : 


“ 
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Rainfall 























No, | District, and date of lat Sudder| Charucter of the weather, state and prospects of the crops, and 
ae return, Stationin| state of health at date. 

| inches. 
BEHAR.—(Continued.) . 
E ( 95 Matdab, Jan. 12 '78 | Nil |Wenther—fnir and very cold, Thermometer registered 48°; 11th nnd 12th were 
a clondy and threatening rain State and prospects of the corps continue to bo 
I satisinctory. One ease of cholora has been reported, and fever is still very 
sg prevalent and fatal. 
E ] 50 [sontial Porgha,, 19 » | O20 |Wegther—very clear snd cold in the early part of thk week. Sudden change 
s on the LOth, resulting in some No change in the. state and prospects of 
Z the erops since lust report. 


ORISSA. 


37 |Cattack, Jan. 12 '78.| O12 | Weather—tess cold than Inst week and cloudy at times. ‘There was slight rain 
om the Sch. ‘The earad and edie crops ro being reaped. ‘The sowings of 
dalua rice have commenced. Pablic health is fuirly good. 








38 |Pooree we Weathor—warm for the season, but cloudy in the morning. The sarad rive crop 
ia still being harvested, Sugarcane ig cut, The miscellaneous crops of 
noong, arhur, katai, &., are promising. ‘The prospects of the dalua paddy 

. | erop aro fir. | Exportation still continues to the Madras Presidency. Mandia 

crop in the salt tracts is failing for want of rain, Public health is good. 





Ontsea Divs. 





39 Balasore, 





| Nil |Weathor—elondy 


warmer thnn last week. ‘The winter crops aro doing woll 
Pablic health is 


the whole good. 


CHOTA NAGPORE. 


South-West Frontier . 
Agenet, 5 
4 |Hazarecbagh, Jan. 11°78) Nil |Weather—sonsonable; very cold The ruddee crops have improved by the 
° late rain; more is still "wanted. ‘The poppy cultivation is vory backward. 
Sugarenne is very good. ‘The area of Iand under rudbee is below the avernge, 
owing to want of rain in tie latter end of 1877. 


41 [Lobardugga, .,, A2 | ee oF |No rain fell in tho heud-quarters division during the week, excopt » Tight shower 
"| Gn the extreme west, but the crops of wheat, arAwr, grai mustard now in 
the ground hardly’ require more gain. ‘The prospects aro tolerable. From 
Palamow 1-08 of rain is reported usider date the 8th instant, and the prospects 

“ tare siid to be gootl on the whole, Public health is good, 









42 |Singbhoom, , 11 ,,| Nil |Weathor—cloudy. Nothing to report on about the erops. 


48 |Manbhoom, —,, 12 ,, | Nil [The weather has been very cold, but. heavy clouds have come up the last dey ot 
two, In the Sudder station there is nothing mew to report about the crops, 
No reports have been received from Govindpore, 

















Published for general information, 
Cavourns, Starisrica Durr, A. Mackenare, 
The Lith January 1878. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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Weekly Report of Rainfall compiled at the Meteorological Reporter's Office. 





























































































EE [Zz | ram now ier 
; H/F | nam 
H Disrmiers Srarions. i /# ui Rawanns, 
E Ps 35 Inches, |Up to date, 
a8" |2 i 
| inches. | Inches, arr. 
(| Bardwan “ «| Nil o 50°53 | 
\ Cats : =| dito | own) aaa } 
)) Calna | ate | oss | 63 
Burdwan +» {t ood-Bood 2] Git | 20) erat 
[| Eatecrstge ditto | owe | 6815 
Sehauabad 1] ait | oot] 7038 
Bankoors = |Bankoare vn { ditto | ogo] 6883 
{ Sooree re oat] orsn | 
Beerbhoom .. «4 Hotampore O45 | se10 
3} Roypore = oat | 6960 
E (ten f up| 403s 
Bl a Tamlook Nit | 4990 
© || atidapore = Glatt dito | ayo. | 
Ny. dito | 7668 
Contai. { | | 
Fomsugg ¢B2t Bag On Not roe, 20thTY00, 
‘ ' 140 ait D 
Hoody wo {Ses Nil thtto 
Howrab os ditto ditto 
oma oo {ATTN ka dito | ditto 
Cannan | 
Dimmers. : 
Sougor Island... ditto | zH04 
Cala Novreea| 626 
: a Nit | 6bx0 
Algor { Sue? dit» | oe 
Bassornt dito | 609 
jaratet 502 
2-Pergunmahe +)! iNtoond Harbour 607 | 
! Barsipore m7 
Satkhien iat 
Barrackpore bras 
Dom-Dum in 6400 
Kiahnaghr * 7031 
E Hourone 7607 
ET] waaden = = {| Cheonlange 
é «DN ioattan 
5 Ranaghat 
&s| 
Jeuore wm J] Shenida 
Bagi 
{ Magoora 
Derhampore 
Kamporo Havt | 
Lalla 
Moorshedsbad {| Jungypore 
‘Atimpinge 
ae 
fanidee : ditto | Ditto ditto, 
Dinegepore wf] piuawenore aia 
Mada wf) lal dite 
Chanchal ditto 
Raahye = wf] Basle ; ditto | 
‘ Xktore ite . 
gore ai 
f Babtoipenge | dite 
3 || Rangpore Kangra Sito 
i Bagdogea Gitta Nob recoded Grd June to snd 
z ; Bor Atte hia 
| Sherpore ‘itto 
Beate Xow Sito 
habit to 
: Halulye ; 20th Dec,| Not record Oth to 16th September, 
aod not reed,” 16th %0. Send 
: | ito 1st Deo,| Deemer 
NPobae wf =| ditto ditto” 
Fy Telegraph Ofice | ditto Gitte 
S||Driesine ~ _-fOunig {Hoppa ONS ts ats 
: or ‘ 
: e ww | dito ditto 
" fa | ditto ditto 
B ))doteieoce 4! Roxeecinil Sageon's OF'e| ita atte « 
3 Tialye es | ditto ate $ 
aitto 
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ea 
_ 
Rare vnow Isr 
3 . Janeane 
8 Dieraion, Bawa. 
z & | inches. |Up to date 
BENGAL—continved. 
Easreny Dis Inches, | Inches. 1817, 
‘THC . 
Telegraph Otice...| Nil | 0-08 | 85-94 
| Dacenn { Fond’ ON: | dito | bos | Beur : 
Dace 
Moonsheoga wn] dite | 032 | 12640 
Manickguoge®™ 2] ive | 09s | “e005 
| Fenreetpore | tite | 09 | guna 
4] Gotan I] ato | ose 
_|tavotsene {Gl =] a8 | a") ge 
g arr jot reed, ditto | 88°01 ‘Not reed, 16th to 20th December. 
© |] pote Pate. 6 Gitte | itl | 8688 Bitte dite 
seers "4 | Patood a ates | ditto | aoeat ° it 
ome ils aitio | ditto | 06-82 rom dil Rebruary, and ditto, 
. we] Nil | 0-46 | 11592 
ditto | ok | abo 
Mymevsiogh aiteo | 005) e470 
dito | Na | obs 
: Telegraph Ottice | ditto | ainto | 111-90 
Chittagong uf | Chittagong { Fejpereph OMe | te | dite | ioeae 
‘Joox's Basar Th] ato | aie | aaes3 , 
Nostell ditto | ditto | r987 
BJ seattaty {| Reay” vi] dino | aie | 12807 
§ | 
£ { Comiltab ditto | ditto | 103-70 
E ‘Tipper U) Brumuthbarigh aitto | dice | 910 
OT chittagone ‘Hit | Rungarnates Hil “ait | aitte | 199-90 
HurRppers * | HOMTpperah w | ditto | aite | 8367 
PuE Patna’ ditto | ove) rea | ditto 
' Vehat ito | ova | a7) dite 
ach ito | oie itt 
Pa) et ot fitto |Nocreed | 2148 | goth Dee. 
Dinapore ditto |""'Ges | 2408 | Slat Deo. 
Gy an | dito | oer | 4495 |, aiteo 
Nowaldh 1 saite | oun | 4077 + itt | Not record 16th to auth Septem. 
ore a Ny : : | ; : 
ah ditto | 400 | ditto ..] Not recorded 12th Janoary and 41h 
Sauna ditto | G00 | aitto | “coro February. 
Arrab og ditto 
Sieeran oe ditto - 
Shahabed od | Duxar oa ditto 
4 Binubooah 210 ditto 
| Hajeepo is [Nat re, Nat ree 27th Oct. 
edie of Ee SSE ar Se ase 
Dorbhangs a | 087 | ditto | S421 | 29th Deo. 
| Dasbuane of Hyhaavemnee | Be | ante | SEE] Be 
ch ss dito | os | 2752 ate Dee. 
Seren ww f|Sewan ms dio | Nil | areas |" diveo 
Motibaree as v-| dive | 2s} area 
itv 2 Sr] gitte | o1o | 3585 
a ae nee Sf -aiwe | oss | 3806 
Monghyt crved| 3048 20h Deo, 
legen into 
Monghye uf Jebeoee aus | ase0| ditto 
haga 0-20 | 614k | 31st Dee, 
| Set gai] a8) is 
rude | ai 
a | teers =| Ae Sees 
itl Seibom Nil | 4040] ditto : 
Parneah 205) seen |. aio 
5 Kinengunge sil | 65-08 | 
oe { ancah O1s| Gras) ditto F 
Nya Doomka 4 Toe | e408] ditto... bio received 23rd to 2th Decem- 
{nse be. Nit | 5530) dite J] "Ditto ditto, 
\N[Senthal Petgunnabte | Doogher 198 | rea!) dite J) Ditto ditto, 
(cosa “i 090) 4488 | ditto} Ditto ita, 
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The 12th January i878, 





' Taweany 
8 Disrarers. | Sravions. aati Kewanee, 
e Inches. |p to date 

ORISSA. 1877. 

; Telogeapls Ofice Sst Dee. 
{own Ciel dito 
Jajpore | ditto 
Cotack anf] Wendraparah SI diteo 
i Siagataingpore ditto 
Balto Point + aio 
Pooree 7 - ‘Not reed.) 20th Dec. 

| Poor wm | Rha ze ditto. ditto 
i 

8 Balasore Collector xi Mat Dec, 

Uhadrack ditto 
Balasore wn || Sellanore | ‘ite 
Sorah ditto 
Chandbally | dius | 
| Cuttack Tributary ‘Sambalpore Not recd.| 
Mebals, 
cHOTA 
NAGPORE. 
ee eee om Bat Dee. . 
Haaareingh... ¢ Dispensary el ditto 
Pachamba oo a4 ditto 
a Ranches mn rar} 60°28 | dittor 
Leherdegge + {| Patumow iy ros | 6071 | ditto 
Singbhoow we’ |Chyebarea, . Ri | 0776] ditto 
Purolia i ws O18} 6171 | ditto 
Mashiisoes Goviud pave os | ds2t | ditto 
ASSAM & ADJA. 
CENT HILLs, 
Sylhet oy oe | Sylhet » ” O05 | 16722 | ditto a 
Sibaagar |Notreed| 92°93 | 2ath Dee. 
Gol oy ditto 7201 | ditto 
Jorhat Witte 7226) ditto 
 ) Door O14 | G56 | Bet Dec, 
‘Sibsagar am reg peers 010 ae Hes 
aan 13 | owas | ditto 
Nazira -” 06 | 67°58 | ditto 
‘Suntock O15 | 8958 | ditto 
{ Cherideo OP | 77°97 | ditto 
Akyab vs on Ni ‘A4l'sh | ditto 
a dimer ey dive | 670) dito 
Rajpootana 4 | Jnipar 2 wo | 1000 ditto 
ji. = eS | ae | 
Joun Brion, w.4., 
Caturra, Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of Bengal, 
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Meteoroldgical Telegraphic Report for the period 6th to 12th Jan, 1878. 























































































































H someter . 
£ | Date. |Hour.| reduced | Teduced | Rain, | Cloud, | Weather 
& 1032". | Tova | we Velocity, 3 
& | | level. | Dry. | Wat. [Sse 
| \ 
, idan, oth | 10 ore 
| 16 80-061 Tot 
mh | 10 await | 627 
yas 0-080 
em) 10 O18 
£ «| an 30064 
Hy oh | 10 Bo-u0k 
& | 16 30-003 
3 aot | 10 | soa 
ie 095 
mith | 10 By 20 
ie 39126 
qth | 10 S028 
‘ 6 aun 
eh | a0 80188 68 
ae |, soon is 
ath| ao [° aoar7 | says a7 
: 16 | 30009 | Syord oo 
£ ah | yo | 301% | sin “ ” 
i Ye | soos | Soom a 4 
& oh} qo | 0109 | aoi00 td » 
Py 16 | sous os waw De tm 
& woth | 30 | B0100 ? 6 | NB p eg 
Hy as | Bo070 mo] 7 | see | PK bm 
a auth | 30 | 30920 mw | 7 | gO) 4m 
is | 0103 ts | 08 8 q om 
aah | a0 | 30195 nm | at 8 | PK bimf 
16 | sovBL m| | sse_ | ve tm 
3s gm | io | soos | sow | eo | oe | or bm 
H ( mh | io | sors | size | a | 5] , eo ie 
3 sth | 10 | soos | sows | os | as | ‘os. 2m 
#4) oh) 10 | 3000 | gorse | 70 | oy | as ym 
E york | 0-} sru2 | goss | es | os | bi ime 
Ef] aim| io] some | sows | ee | go] es te 
yh] 19 | sous | aay | ome | as | os ae 
eh | 10 | ax070 7 
a mh| io | sou 63 
8th | 10 | 30208 68 | 
) em | ao | aotas 7 
E]) am} a0 | “aoase | % 4 
f/m} ao | soaie | 70 
} ran} ao | aR B 
1 an} a0 73 | 03 | 65 or & 
eam] a m | | 47 08 ° 
S Bim | 10 i | 0 | 00 Ys 4 
E wth | 10 a7 7 | wo 1 ° 
& roth | 16 m | o | i 28 e 6 
nith | 10 fo | om | 62 ey 
|} auth | 10 so | aloo vw ° 
g eth) 10 a | ot | 58 Lo » 
g 7th | 10 ret cy a 47 b 
C4 bth | 10 iy os | Ob wt 
‘th | 10 zw | | 7 re 
£} rn 10 sores | 54 | yo | 8 ia 
2 nth | 10 goa? ty | | 70 53, ° 
ath | 10 soma | gs | 7 | 7 22 e 
a eth | ao sowr | 73 | es | a8 1] ‘ 
a 10 go161 | 7 | os | ot 17] ’ 
Z 10 god) 0 % 68 13 b 
g 10 gurl | 7 | om | ow va 6 
§)} wm) 10 sort |e | 71) oo E 13 » 
3 nth | 10 gogo. | fo | 71 | a2 | Ebys 09 ° 
é ath | 10 sors | a9 |) OL £ 13 ’ 
| 
sth | 19 soos | a | 7 | of | Rbyn u Clow 
13 soos | 1 | | ow | Eten a2 oe 
ein | 10 gous | i | 673 | 67 | NulyE is e 
16 sora | sa | “73 | 7 bY a3 © 
mh) 10 gous | sz | 72 | 60 NE |. 33] a 
¢ 16 gous | si] mt | to | Nkby 3 Cloudy 
3 sth) 10 gory | sh | 7 | 0 | NKOYE a e 
e 10 s| | @ | Seu ul 2 
3 ih | 10 | am) 6 N 6 [be 
18 ss | 7 | o | eNB 8 de 
aon | 10 se] | 0 | BNE * e 
16 s | 7] w | xbyN 9 ° 
nih | 10 | 7%] o | kun n © 
16 & | mw] o | ENE un he . 
eth | 10 83 81 1 N Je : 
ig ith | 10 m7 | 0a | a8 N oes lhe 
8 sth | 10 a] 7] !] wR os 
2g ‘oh | 10 8 mw | ssw 
3 oh | 10 . a | mm] 7 N é 
3 uth | 10 a] ow] nm N 6 
aan | 10 | a0976 wo] mw] 7 NE 
: © Velocity gf wind in miles perhour. pe 
- Jon Exior; m.a., a 


Caucorr, Meteorological Reporter to the Government 
‘The 19 January 1878, Ke m2 icfisoit 
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Results of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore Observatory from s 
, 6th to 12th January 1878, 
































































































| | ‘Tnurnnarven. Hyonownrnr. Win, | 
h dae )_ ] ] ~ | 
| |g | | |#|¢ @ | pam| Weasuee, 
; ote el] a] Ef gz [s|Pommeim| 7 | 
4 a |e] }e/e]e] 2% | he | 
3 #| 3 s/f) 8] 27 3 
la ala Siale!2 | 
T Tela) 7 
tye © | Inch} B | O | 6 © Inchon! | % [tts 
Jan. | ath | 1920) soo7e | Be) 74-4 | B76 | 408] RD OLS | oO) M/S W by W and) 67! Nil Clear, sand wr 
» | rk] asee| ane | 577] r08) 266 | a0] oon | a | av | or | Chany clear, rw. 
| oth | aara! -ora| ova | z27 | 207 soo | os | oe | 70 45] 4, Partially cloudy & 
| | | | Uasoash | 
| é 
{om | rer) oo | ora | 742) 180] cor} see] sa] seo] 72] Ti acon N| 7a, Chetty clone 
| 1 tirugh W ud (CHGS. cleats, 
) | LNWitilt ad 
| | ry 
+ | tomn} asia} ae | ena) ase | are) ono ost | ano | avo | 72/4 80], Partisly cloudy, o, 
an | ful w 
» |u| asia} ado | 66 | 777 | 21-0] 602 | ore | vee | oro | 70 69 | 4, Jotondy in tho day 
| pases 
| ‘nidnight 
W > turcugh 
| By Na 
» [1am | 1969) 129) e912) 788] 187] oon | ona | ore Pecos 80) S rae 8] 03) Partially cloudy, o 
throught 8 WY 3 file 
|e | till iduight i 
| Sby 
I | 
iy Inches, 
‘The moan pressure of the seven days, es FE 80°08 
‘The average pressure of the corresponding period fur 20 years... ve 80026 
* The mean temperature of the seven days os te we 628 
‘The average temperature of the correspouding period for 20 years 67:2 
The extreme variation of temperature during the seven days B28 
‘The maximum temperature during the seven days om 788 
%, 
‘The mean relative humidity during the seven days ea a 
‘The average relative humidity of the corresponding period for 26 years nT 
. ;, Inches. 
The total fall of rain from 6th to 12th January 1878 Nit 
‘The average fall of the corresponding period for 25 years 0-07 
* Phe total fall from Ist to 12th January 1878. Nil 





‘The average fall of the corresponding period for 25 years : OL 

The mean pressure, temperature, &c,, are deduced from observations made at Gh., 10h., 16h, 
and 22h. ; the maximum and minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometers. 
All the thermometers are verified, and the readings have been corrected toa standard constructed and 
verified nt the Kew Observatory. ‘They are exposed ynder a thatcheg shed open at the sides, and 
are suspended four feet above the ground. 

The barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard (Newman’s 
No. 86) formerly at the Surveyor-General’s Oilice. 

‘The hygrometric elements are obtained from tables ITI, IV, and V of the official tables computed 
in the Meteorological Office? and based on Reguault’s modifications of August’s formula. 

‘The direction and movement of the wind are taken from the trace of a Beckley’s anemograph. 

‘The mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. 

* f foggy, w dew, o overcast, g gloomy, 


Hewey F, Brawronn, 
Meteorological Reporter to the Government of Tudia. 
Mergoxotosicat Orrice, Ixpia, 2 
The 14th January 1878. 
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. : : 
Abstract of the results of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore 
Observatory in the month of December 1877. 








Inches. Date. ‘Hour, 

‘The mean pressure of the month 30-022 

‘The average pressure of 24 years 30-027 

The highest pressure during the month 80°174 Oth 10h. 
‘The lowest pressure during the month we 29°787 Bist 16h. 
‘The range of pressure during the month ; ve 0487 

‘The mean temperature of the month 669 

The average temperature of 24 years 68-0 

The highest temperature during the month 3:7 Ist 16h. 
‘The lowest temperature during the month : ve B00 16th Gh. 
‘The range of temperature during the mouth —.. SBT 

The mean daily range of temperature during the month 20-7 

‘The greatest range of temperature in one day during the 

month ,.. se a a ve 8B 19th 


‘The mean humidity during the mouth 


‘The mean vapour tension during the month 


‘The average humidity of 24 years ssa 


The average vapour teusion of 10 years oo we 
‘The meau cloud proportion of the month 


‘The total rainfall of the month 
‘The average fall of 49 years oe 














‘The greatest fall in 24 hours HF 1” oe Bist 
The number of rainy days in the mouth rh 
‘The average aumber of rainy days of 24 years ... a Less than one 
‘The mean maximura eqnilibrium temperature of solar radiation 
of the‘month os «1845 
‘The mean difference of sun and air temperatures 3 560 
‘The vreatest sun temperature a ow = 1456 19th . 
‘The greatest excess of sun over air temperature . 66-7 19th 
‘The mean temperature of nocturnal radiation thermometer 
on woollen cloth, a oe a 490 
‘The mean depression of nocturnal radiation thermometer 
below the minimum of air ia ion one 89 
The greatest depregsion of nocturnal'radiation thermometer 
below the minimum of air iB & we 180 6th 
6 . Miles. 
‘The mean movement of the wind per day ove 90% 
‘The greatest movement of the wind in one day ve 1540 12th 
‘The greatest movement of the wind in one hour... «150 12th 8h. 
The number of hours under each of the 8 points— : : 
N1s2,'NE4, E31, SH7, 880, SW59, W5s, NW304, Calm 20. 





° Henry F. Beansonp, 


Meteorological Reporter, Government i 
Merxoxonocicat Orrrer, Inpia, the 12th January 1878. a si af detees 





‘The results of the observations at the Alipore Observatory are not. ri able wi 
the registers of past years (at the Park Strect becrvatory).” The aeiie eae ay hte 
at Alipore, and, other things being equal, reads therefore 003 lower. ‘The diumal range of temper- 
ature is also greater at Alipore, and the mean ‘temperature apparently from'1° to 2)° lower ; and 
finally, the thermometer which has furnished the record-of temperature at the Surveyor-General’s 
Office during the last twenty years and upwards is found to read 0:6° higher than the Kew standard 
thermometer, which is the standard of reference at the present observatory. 





Henry . Buanroro, ; 
Meteorological Reporter, Government of India. 
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